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HINTS TO AN INQUIRER, 



INTRODUCTION. 

Those who practise immersion assume the position, that 
they may lawfully debar from the Lord's table all who ad- 
minister baptism in other ways. This gives the question 
before ns an importance which otherwise woald not belong tp 
it. If the exclnsive principle advocated by this body of Chris- 
tians is defensible on scriptural grounds, the greater part of 
Christ's professed disciples are intruders at his table. But 
if, on the other hand, Immersers are wrong, they are guilty 
of exercising an usurped authority in the house of Crod, and 
of withholding the children's bread. 

The honest inquirer on this subject, therefore, in settling 
the question, whether he shall be immersed and unite with 
Immersers, must, at the same time, settle the question as to 
close communion. He cannot join them in church fellowship, 
without giving his sanction to their exclusive principle. This 
fact he should take along with him, through the whole argu- 
ment, and put every suggestion in favor of immersion to the 
test of the inquiry— /« thit sure and satisfactory ground on 
whidt to base close communion / 

As to the use of names, we must be excused from using the 

term '' Baptists," for those who practise immersion. The 

application to them of this name, is equivalent to a concession, 

tliat we do not baptize. And there is a kind of charm attached 

^ //d 
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4 HINTS TO AN INQUIRER. 

to the name, carrying with it an impression, injarions to the 
force of opposite arguments. The influence of a name on this 
subject, has an illustration of this kind. A Campbellite, hold- 
ing forth to an uncultivated audience at the west, in favor of 
immersion, broke forth in the following eloquent appeal;— 
** Was it John the Methodist? No. Was it John the Epis- 
copalian? No. Was it. John the Presbyterian? No. It 
was John the Baptist. ^^ And this was doubtless the end of all 
strife, for those who could be convinced by the sound of a 
name. But the sound of a name has its influence more or less 
with all ; and it is not fit that in this respect, an advantage 
should be conceded to either side. For any sect to claim the 
exclusive use of the term Baptists, is no more equitable than 
that they should claim an exclusive use of the name believers ; 
in a way to imply that no others believe in Christ bilt theii»- 
selves. But if they choose thus to beg the«question, it is not 
wise in us to concede it. We take the liberty, therefore, so 
far as we have oceasion to apply a name in these remarks, to 
use the term Inomersers instead of Baptists^— a term which 
need not be oflfensive to them, as it has no invidious intent with 
us. We are aware that immersion, unscriptural as we con- 
ceive it to be, is associated with the purest feelings of many 
devout disciples of our blessed Lord ; and far be it from us to 
trifle with such feelings. But the cause of truth requires it 
of all Pedobaptists, that they take special pains to break the 
force of a habit ; and discard, entirely, the use of a term so 
injurious to themselves. And, furthermore, it is the duty of 
Immersers, themselves, to discard its exclusive use, and that 
for the sake of consistency. In their new translation of the 
Bible, they have substituted immerse, for baptize, under the 
idea that baptize is not a fit and proper word to express the 
thing, and thus have virtually expunged baptism from the Bi- 
ble. And now it is passing strange, if they, who are taking 
measures to deprive the Christian world of the very name of 
iM^tiam, should assume Ihe monopoly of that name, and style 
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themselves the only Baptists. Saiely, after having blotted 
the word from the Bible, they will not deem it fit to retain it 
as the name of their sect. Though the sect in its infancy, 
was baptized by this name, yet now, having attained to ma- 
turer knowledge, and discovered that baptize does not express 
the true idea, they may be expected to secure a change of 
name, and conform to their riper knowledge. 

We wish the inquirer to mark in the outset that the nice 
and punctilious regard to the forms of outward rites, so much 
insisted upon in the Mosaic ritual, is not required of us. A 
divine simplicity characterizes the New Testament institutions. 
It is contrary to the genius of the gospel to lay great stress on 
outward rites. It rather invites the main solicitudes upon 
ordering the heart and life. The kingdom of God consisteth 
not in meats and drinks, but in righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. Neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing nor uneircumcision, but a new creature. 

And much less does the gospel lay a stress on the mode 
of performing an external rite, and require the conscience to 
be burdened with the inquiry, whether it shall be done in this 
way or that. It has instituted two rites, as simple as it was 
possible to make them, and says nothing about a danger to he- 
incurred, by failing to perform the simple ceremonies, precise- 
ly after a particular way. 

Let the inquirer take notice, that Immersers assume more 
responsibihty than toe do, and have more to prove. Their prin- 
ciples of close communion lay them under obligations to 'show 
to an absolute certainty, that inspiration fixes that their way, 
and no other way, of applying water is baptism. On the other 
hand, we need only show that there is no such certainty 
and we gain the question in dispute. For what intelligent 
and candid mind could ever feel justified in basing close com" 
munion upon an external ceremony of doubtful obligation t. 
We expect, however, to show more than this. While we 
hold that the New Testament insists upon no particuhir way 
I* 
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of ftpplyin^ the wnter aa essential, we contend thai it fitTon 
sprinklingp or pouring ; and that of all the ooneeirable forma 
of baptism, immersion is the most unnatural and improbable, 
and the fiuthest tnm the true design of the rite. 



CHAPTER I. 

MEANING OF THE WORD BAPTIZE. 

Tks argument for immersion is founded upon the asawnp- 
tion, that the words baptism and immersion couToy the same 
idea. But this is a gross mistake. Baptism expresses the 
whole idea of the rite, including the iuToking of the Trinity; 
the receiving of the candidate's implied profession of faith, the 
application of the water, and the like. Immersion expresses 
ouly a fraction of this idea. The Baptizer's Letter furnishes us 
with an apt illustration. ** If I fall from a ship's side and am 
thoroughly immersed — ^is that baptism? No. Or if men 
immerse me by force — ^is that baptism? No. Or if I am 
immersed with my own consent, but not in the name of the 
Trinity — is that baptism ? No. "Well, then, neither immeiy 
fiion, nor the use of water in any way is baptism ; which is 
aoMETHiNo MORE." This is sufficient to show that baptism 
and immersion are not synonymous terms. 

But it is said that the Greek words bapto and baptize (both of 
;he same origin, and so nearly identical in meaning as to allow 
of our speaking of them as one word) decide the controversy. 
We should expect confident assertions in regard to these 
words ; for if they fail, a very material part of the Immerser'a 
argument vanishes. Now we affirm that these words deter- 
mine nothing in this controversy, unless they have a fixed 
and invariable meaning, allowing water to be applied onfy in 
one way. If, on investigation, it be found that these wtNrds so 
much relied on, have different senses ; if in one connection 
they mean to plunge, and in another to wash, and in another 
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to tinge or color, and in another to sprinkle, the mere general 
command to baptize does not tell us how the water shall be 
used. 

The question, theft, before us is-— have these words a fixed 
and inTariable meaning? Even if we were to allow (as we 
do not) that to immerse is the primaiy signification of these 
terms, it would not fix us to that way oi applying water. 
Words very often lose their primary meaning. Instance the 
English word villain, primarily a servant; the word clerk, 
primarily a clergyman. Examples without number might be 
adduced, wherein the primary meaning is wholly superseded. 
And then many words which retain their primary oneaning 
have also secondary meanings. The English noun, genera], 
means the whole or totality, and then secondarily, a military 
officer. The word meal is primarily used of the fiour of com, 
and then of a repast. The word dowry, primarily means a 
price paid for a wife ; and secondarily almost the opposite, 
that is, a portion received with a wife ; and so of many others. 

Again : wJien words go abroad and come into a foreign km" 
guage, they often change their meaning. Hence, if it could 
be shown that the Greeks used the word for immersion, and 
nothing else, it would not follow that the Jews, having adopted 
it as a foreign word, retained the same sense ; nor that it bears 
such a meaning in the New Testament, as Greek writers 
give it. These suggestions are sufficient to raise at least the 
suspicion, that it is hazardous to rest close communion upon 
the assumption, that the word baptize necessarily carries the 
force of immersion. 

The inquirer is now prepared to come nearer to the point, 
and see how these words are actually used. We will begin 
with uninspired writers, Callimachus and his commentators 
use bapto, to denote drawing up, &c. '* To-day ye bearers 
of water draw up [baptize] none. ' ' Hippocrates, speaking of 
a certain liquid, says, *' When it drops upon the garments they 
•are dyed'' [baptized.] Observe, the dropping of the liquid is 
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called baptism, j^lschylus says, <*This gfarment, stained 
(b^^tized] by the sword of u^gistb^s, is a witness unto me." 
Here the flowing of blood upon a gaFment is called baptism. 
Homer, in his battle of the frogs and mic^, says, '* He fell and 
breathed no more, and the lake was tinged [baptized] with the 
purple blood." Was the lake immersed in the blood of a 
MOUSE ? Aristophanes says, that Magnes, an old comic poet 
of Athens, used the Lydian music, and shaved his iace, smear- 
ing [baptizing] it with tawny brushes." Here the lathering 
of his face, as when one shaves himself, is called baptizing. 
Aristotle speaks of a substance which being pressed, stains, 
[baptizes] the hand. When a man takes a sponge in his hand, 
and presses it, the water runs upon it ; but the hand is not 
immersed, ^lian speaking of an old coxcomb, says, '' He 
endeavored to conceal the hoariness of his hair, by coloring 
[baptizing] it. * ' Another example : * * You color [baptize] your 
head, but you can never color [baptize] old age."- Aristo- 
phanes speaks of a *' speckled [baptized] bird," as if we should 
call a Guinea hen a baptized hen. Marcus Antonius says. 
"^'The soul is tinctured [baptized] by the thought." 

The Sybilline verse, concerning the city of Athens^ is as 
follows, *' Thou matest be baptized, O bladder, but it is 

NOT permitted TO THEE TO GO UNDER THE WATER." Here 

we have Athens compared to a leathern bottle, or bladder, 
east upon the agitated waters, but in spite of the agitation not 
immersed. This floating upon the water is called baptism. 
Atistophanes speaks of himself as having been baptized with 
wine. Here is no immersion ; the wine was poured into him ; 
and not he plunged into the wine. Josephus, speaking of puri- 
fication £rom defilement by a dead body, says, '^ Having bajn 
tizedeome of ^le ashes, with spring water they sprinkled, "&c. 
Numbers xix .17, informs us how this was done. * ' Thou shalt 
take of the ashes of the burnt heifer, and running water shall 
be put thereto in a vessel, and a clean person shall sprinkle it." 
Now observe, the command is not to put the ashes into the 
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water, but the water to the ashes. Thi» mode of applying 
water is called baptism by Josephus. 

Next we wiU show how the word is used by Old Testament 
and Apocryphal writers, Ecislesiasticus xxxiv. 30 — ''He that 
is baptized from the touch of a dead body, and again toucheth 
it, what is he profited by his washing?" Now the process of 
purifying from this defilement was by sprinkling, by washing ^ 
the clothes ; and this is called baptism. In Judith xii. 7 — 
she is said to have gone out in the night, and baptised herself 
in the camp, at [not in] the fountain of water. This of course 
was not immersion!. Ezekiel xxiii. 16 — " Exceeding in dyed 
[baptized] attire." Daniel ▼. 21 — " His body was wet [bap- 
tized] with the dew of heaven." It must have been a heavy 
dew, to have allowed of immersion ! 

Next follow examples /row the Neio Testament. Paul says 
the Israelites were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea — ^1 Cor. x. 2. How baptized ? In Exodus xiv. 22, 
we are informed that they went over on dry ground. But in 
what sense can men be said to be immersed, while walking on 
dry ground ! That they were not immersed is clear. How, 
then, were they baptized? One of the prophets, alluding to 
this, says — "And the clouds poured out water." The drop- 
pings from the cloud as they were passing, was their baptism, 
and the only way in which they were wet at all. In Heb. 
ix. 10, Paul calls the different ceremonial wafehings done in 
the tabernacle service, baptisms. Among them all there is 
not an instance of immersion by the priests. In all cases 
when the subjects bathed, there was no official administration. . 
For these baptisms, see Lev. viii. 6, and Numb. viii. 7, Lev. 
xiv. 7, Numb. xix. 13, 17, 18, &c. 

Mark vu. 3 — ** For the Pharisees and all the Jews, except 
they wash [baptize] their hands, they eat not, and when they 
come from the market, except they wash [baptize] they eat 
not." Here merely washing the hands is called baptism, and 
that was usually done by pouring water upon the hands. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10 HINT9 TO AN INQUIBSK. 

Mark yii. 4 — ^^'And many other things there be which they 
have received to hold, as the \^ashing [baptism] of cups, pots, 
brazen vessels, and couches. ' ' These couches were long seats, 
or beds, on which they reclined ; and it would be extraordi- 
nary if they immersed their beds! Luke xi. 38 — ^'And 
when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not 
washed [baptized] before dinner." Acts i. 6, &c. — ^'Baptized 
with the Holy Ghost." One is not immersed in the Holy 
Ghost, but it is poured out upon him. 

You see, then, in what different senses the words are used, 
both by Greek and Jewish writers, when not applied to a re- 
ligious rite. What is the conclusion ? Necesiortly that these 
words have not a fixed and invariable meaning — ^that they do 
not of themselves determine any one particular way of apply- 
ing a liquid. They are found to be as indeterminate as our 
word wash. When one informs us that he has washed, wo 
suppose that he has made use of water in some way, but can- 
not tell, from the word employed, in what way. Men wash 
themselves in divers ways. From this investigation of the 
words, it begins to look as if the apostle was guilty of no im- 
propriety of language, when he spoke oi divers baptisms^/ 

Let the reader now glance at some suggestions, that'will 
enable him to decide correctly as to the force of these words, 
when applied to the Christian ordinance. 

1. Words taken from a common use, and applied in a spe- 
cial manner to express a religious rite, must necessarily have a 
special sense. They cover a new idea, created by the new 
institution, and consequently must have a new shade of mean- 
ing. The idea of Christian Baptism did not exist till our 
Saviour created it by instituting the rite. This institution 
gave necessarily a new meaning to the word. As a religious 
ceremony. Baptism is neither immersion nor sprinkling. It 
stands now Yor a religious rite — ^and that rite is water applied 
leligioualy in the name of the Trinity. The use of the woid 
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supper confirms these remarks. Like baptism, this is a com^ 
men word used in a special sense. It has necessarily a new 
meaning. Eating and drinking as men were accustomed to 
at supper in those dayis, would not express the meaning. 
Bear this in mind. The word supper denotes an ordinary 
meal ; but an ordinary meal is not the Lord's Supper. This 
Supper is bread and wine used religiously. The word bap- 
tism denotes washing in water in divers ways ; but washing 
in water is not the Lord's Baptism. This Baptism is water 
ttsed religiously in the name of the Trinity, In these nine 
words you have the rite, and the whole of it. 

2. That this is the meaning attached to the word, and 
that any particular way of applying water is not essential, may 
be made still more evident. We have already established the 
fact that the word baptism signifies the application of a liquid 
in divers ways. Now, then, the question comes — Why has 
the Holy Ghost made use of a word which designates no one 
way of using a liquid 1 Plainly because the manner in which 
the water is applied, is not essential to the rite, any more than 
the manner of applying water is essential in ^ common wash- 
ing. 

3. But further ; let the reader inquire whether something 
may not be gathered from our Saviour's instructions respect* 
ing the nature of ceremonial washings, which will throw ad- 
ditional light on the point before us. A single hiiit from his 
lips will have weight with every honest searcher aft«i truth. 
Let Christ be our teacher. Let us value what he ha^ aught 
us' to value, and lay no stress on what he evidently regarded 
ae unimportant. Now when he was washing his disciples' 
feet, Peter desired him to wash not his feet only. But he 
replied, *'He that is washed [i. e. spiritually cleansed] 
needeth not, save to wash his feet" — ^i. e. needs to have a 
cerepionial washing but partially applied. Here is a statement 
of a general principle^ with respect to ceremonial washings. 
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It shows that onr Saviour deemed the quantity of water, and 
the manner of its application, of no importaace. 

We shall show, in the following chapter, that if any partic- 
ular way of applying water is more favored in the Bible than 
another, and more suitable to the design of baptism, it is 
sprinkling or pouring. 
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CHAPTER II. 

MEANING OF THE WQRD CONTINUED. SIGNIFICATION OF 
BAPTISM. 

Inquirbr. Well, Sir, your remarks on the subject of bap- 
tism shook my confidence in my former opinions ; and wish- 
ing to hear both sides, I sought an interview with Mr! , 

who made altogether a different impression on my mind. 

Teacher. Pray tell me in what manner he treated the 
subject. 

Inquirer. He gave me many examples firom dictionarieB 
of difierent languages, and from Greek writers, (for he is 
quite a scholar,) in which the word baptize signifies to im- 
merse. He quoted also certain distinguished Pedobaptists. 

Teacher. But did he give any cases where it has other 
signifioations ? In other words, did he allude to any exam- 
ples where the word means to pour, or simply to wash? 

Inquirer. He did not. 

Teacher. But ought he not to have done thisT 

Inquirer. Certainly, if it is ever used in these senses. 

Teacher. We do not deny, my fiiend, that baptize in the 
original sometimes signifies plunging a substance into a liquid ; 
but we have proved that it also eignifies pourmg a liquid upon 
a substance. What then? — ^We have here a word which de- 
notes the application of water in divers ways. If the word 
therefore denotes the application of water in divers ways, it is 
indeterminate, like our English word wash^ and does not de- 
fine any one way in which water shall be applied in the leli- 
S 

Digitized by ^OOQIC 



14 HZHTS TO AN IKQVIREK. 

gious rite. This conclusion is immoYable. We hare sas- 
tained it by a nraltitude of examples cited before ; and that 
all lexicographers concur in it, no intelligent Immerser wiU 
deny. 

One word as to quotations from distinguished Pedobaptists. 
They admit that the word means immerse, just as we bate 

ADMITTED IT IN THESE REMARKS. NoW, SUppOSC yOU should 

go and report our remarks, in such a manner as to leave the 
impression that we have conceded that baptize means to im- 
merse, and nothing else — would that be honest? No. It 
would be falsehood under the cloak of truth.* And we have 

* As an illustration ef the truth of this remark, a striking case has 
eocorred while these sheets were going to press. The editor of the 
Christian Watchman has published an article to show that the word 
" baptize means immersef and nothing' else.** And how does he show 
it 7 He quotes lexicons to the number of twenty-two, after this 
fiishion : — 

" * BaptixOf properly immergo ac intingo in aquam merge; to im- 
nnse, to dtp, to plunge into water.'— Sb/Ueuaner's Lex» 

** < BaptizOf in its primary and radical sense — I cover with water. 
It is used to denote, Ist— I plunge or sink completely under water.'— 
Ewing^a Lex. 

" * BaptOi to dip in, to immerse ; Baptizo^ to submerge, sink.'— £7. 
Rcbin8(m?8 Lex, 

***BaptOf to dip, to plunge into water; Baptizo, to inunene.'-^ 
J, Dtmegan'a Lex,*' 

We have ^ken the trouble to examine the authors above named, 
and have been astonished at the glaring injustice which has been 
done to them. We suppose, that, were we to examine the whole list, 
we should find most or all of them used in the same way. Let the 
reader take notice that these authors are represented by tito editor as 
saying that the tmbf mining of the word is to immerse, dip, or 
plonge. He will then be surprised to leain, that they all give iriher 
significations, as follows : — 

SCHLBUSNXB SBys, the word means aUvOj lavo^ aqoA purgo ; i. e. 
to perform ablution, to wash, to purge with water, and also imbue. 

Robinson says — ^''In the New Testament it means — ^to wash, lo 
pc iibrm ablution, to cleanse — also to tinge, to dye," ^. 

DoHBOAN says, it means to wash, to dye— to dye one's hair. 
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been pamed ut this disingenuous dealing of many writen ia 
fiiYor of immeision. They have abused the minds of Uieir 

EwiNo says — " In its primaxy and radical sense, it means to ooTer 
with water, or some other fluid, in whatever manner this is done ; 
whether by immersion or alTusion, wholly or partially, permanently 
or for a moment. Hence the word is used in sxvbbal diffebent 
SENSES. It is used to denote to plunge, or sink completely under 
wateff-'to cover partially with water— to wet— to cover with watet 
flowing or pouring upon— to wash in general, without specifying the 
mode — ^to wash for the special purpose of symbolical, ritual, or cere- 
monial purification. *' He gives examples of the use of the word : — 
" * He that is washed [baptized] from [the pollution of ] a dead tody, 
and again toucheth it, wlnt profit hath he by his waflAiing7'-^Sirach 
xna. 25, or xzxiv. 25. When this passage is compared with Num. 
six. 9—22, it will appear, that haptize is «sed foy the apocryphal 
writer for the application of the loo^q/^nwiUtY^. ***** 
It may here be observed that ceremonial purification by immersion 
was always performed by the unclean person himself, (and indeed 
decency required this ; as this kind of purification never appears to 
have been the immersing of persons with their clothes on,) biU thai the 
mode WM alttays dLg^erenty token the purifUaHon was adnUnutered by 
another. It is in this sense that baptize, when employed in the New 
Testament, is almost always used." He iurther says, that—" To main- 
tain, as some have done, that baptize, when thus applied, ought always 
to be rendered plunge, dip, immerse, or wash, betrays inattention to 
its real force and import." 

Thus speak the lexicographers, whom the Watchman represents as 
saying that " baptise means immerse, end nothing else," It will be 
seen that he makes them say that, by suppressing what they do say. 
After quoting his twenty-two lexicons, after this fashion, the Wateh* 
man utters this remarkable sentence : — " TVse are but specimens of 
Uie unanimous testimony of schotars and lexicographers , not one of 
iphom ever gave the word the definition of sprinkUng, pouring, or 
ked'hauUng.'* 

Mark it— he says not one of these " ever gave the word the dejlni 
Hon of sprinkling;** whereas Ewing expressly says it is used, in a 
case referred to by him, for the application of the water of sprinklings 
He further says that to maintain what the Watchman does maintaiUf 
" betrays inattention to its force and import." And yet the Watch- 
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■nlMiiied nadeis, by a sort of fake dealing which pats s 
part of the truth in place of the whole. 

Inquirer. It seems strange to me, that so many Christians 
who are sincere and honest, and many of them highly intelli- 
gent, should contend that this word signifies only immersion, 
if there is no more foundation for their opinion than what now 
appears. 

Teacher. And does it not seem equally strange, that a 
much greater number of good men, equally honest, sincere 
and intelligent, should so positively deny that assumption, if 
there is no foundation for their denial ? Though we protest 
against the use of human authority in such a question as this, 
it is fair to meet human authority with human authority. 
And let us ask, who were the translators of our English 
Bible ? This translation was completed by a galaxy of minds, 
read in the languages to an extent which few scholars now 
attain. And on this subject they followed the track struck 

man quotes him, as supporting what he thus expressly disflaims ! 
Now let us ask, in the fear of God, how do such mistakes, pat forth 
by scores in a single article, occur? That the editor would wil- 
fully deceive the public, we may not believe. But we should not like 
to risk what little credit we have for scholarship, or moral probity, oa 
such a declaration. It is a painful fact, that the Inunersers' cause has 
ioT several generations been sustained by just such assertions, respect- 
ing authorities, right in the face of those authorities. We can weli 
see why Immersers are so anxious to sustain such a declarations 
for their cause rests upon it. If the word has one other meaning, 
their whole fabric falls. They choose to appeal to lexicons. This is 
but a secondary source of evidence. But ailer having proved our 
point from original sources, we have followed them to the lexicons, 
which they have selected, and fiud that every one, so &r as we have 
consulted, disagrees with them ; and that their quotations are per- 
Tereions. If, by saying that these authors agree with them, they 
mean that these authors say that immersion is one qfthe meaning's i 
very well ; we agree with them. But it happens that they bring the 
quotations to show that the word has no other meaning i and as to 
this point, not one agrees with them. 
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out by the martyr Tyndal, and by his suceessoiB equally 
worthy. Why did they not thus translate? Do you say, 
because they were Pedobs^tists ? But why were they Pedo- 
baptistsl — ^were they so against their honest convictioiiB f 
And had not they the means of knowing ? They could use 
the Greek and Latin as fireely as their mother tongue. Tyn- 
dal was in fact the author, and his successors the endorsers, 
of this translation of the word. Was Tyndal * ' afraid to take 
up the cross,* ^ and go down the banks of Jordan? He was 
not afraid to go to the stake in defence of. his translation; 
for he did it. 

Inquirer. I hare understood that the Greek church prac- 
tise immersion ; and ttre they not good audiority on such a 
question I 

Teacher. We see not how they, in their deep ignorance, 
have any better sources of knowledge, as to a rite established 
among Jews, than we have. They have vied with the Papal 
church in corruptions, in superstitions, and in placing undue 
stress on outward ceremonies. And as baptizing by immer- 
sion is one instance of departure from the simplicity of the 
Gospel, it is very natural that they should have tidopted it. 
Though they do not lay as mudi stress on that mode as our 
ImmerseiB do, lor they do not always practise it ; and are 
therefore against the principle that it is esserUuU to baptism. 
So that while the Greek church immerse, and sometimes 
inunerse three times, they are against the principles of our 
Immersers. And if we are to suppose them to be better 
authority than others on this subject, we see not why we 
mast not pay th^oa the same deference on lOther subjects. If 
we begin to copy their corruptions, we know not where to 
end. 

Our object is, to ascertain the meaning attached to the 

word baptize by the sacred writers^ Now, if it were true that 

its literal meaning were immene, and that this was invariably 

its signification among the ancient Greeks, (whose authority 

2* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IS HINTS TO AN INQUIRER. 

in this matter nuist take the precedence of their degeneiata 
descendants,) it would not follow that it mast necessarily be 
employed in this sense by the writers of the Bible. When 
words pass from one country to another, and from a profane 
vocabulary into the sacred, their signification is often very 
much modified, and sometimes entirely changed. The literal 
meaning of the word spirit, for example, is wind; but who 
will argue from' this fact that it has no other signification in 
the inspired writings ? Every scholar knows that the Scripture 
phraseology is peculiar. Hence the Bible is the only safe 
interpreter of Bible words. When therefore it is lemem- 
bered, that the word baptize has dififerent meanings in the 
Greek classics, and is used by the writers of the bible 

WHEN THET could NOT HAVE MEANT BY IT IMMERSION, WO 

see nothing authoritative in the practice of the modem Greek 
chureh-Hsorrupt, superstitious, and pleased with religious 
toys. 

Inquirer. My mind has been so kmg accustomed to asso- 
ciate immersion with tho sound of baptism, that, even when 
my understanding is convmced, it seems to me like a perver- 
sion of terms to call pouring baptism. 

Teacher. It is unquestionably difficult to rid the mind of 
early impressions. Nor, indeed, can we expect to do it in- 
stantly. The influence of erroneous views, once entertained, 
will be felt in the workings of the imagination, long after the 
higher powers of the mind have pronounced them false. 
But, my friend, did Homer pervert his own language, when 
he spoke of a lake baptized with the blood of a mouse I Did 
Plutarch pervert the word, when he called that a httptixed 
bladder, which he said did not and could not go under water t 
If such vmters could call the pouring of a liquid on a sub- 
stance baptism, it is certainly arrogance in us modems to op- 
pose our fancy to their knowledge. And, furthermore, if 
this use of the word did not ofiend the taste of inspired men , 
if the apostle Paul did not scruple to call (Heb. ix. 10) the 
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typical cleanBings of the Jewish economy, baptisms, (Lev. iv. 
6; xvii. 6; Num. xix. 18; Lev. vii. 14; Num. xix. 31; 
Lev. xiv. 7, 51, &c.) when almost every case wasperfbnned 
by sprinkUngf why should you feel any difficulty ? Is not 
his authority to be relied on? Nay, if God himself speaks 
of the outpourings of his Spirit BBhaptism, and thereby teaches 
us that He is satisfied with this use of the term, why should 
you not be ? 

Inquiesr. With whatever confidence immersion has been 
pronounced to be the only meaning of the word baptize, the 
evidence certainly preponderates in your fiivor. Never conM 
I exclude from the Lord's table Christian brethren, for ven- 
turing to use this word as God uses it ! But must I undei^ 
stand you to hold that our Saviour has left the mode of bap* 
tism wholly undefined \ 

Teacher. If the way of applying water in the rite consti- 
tutes the mode of baptism, he has left it undefined. But this 
is not the mode. ReUgious baptism is water applied reli- 
giously in the name of the Trinity. So much is essential — so 
much is defined. He who makes anything more essential to 
the ordinanoe, does it at his peril. He introduces an occaoon 
of discord into the churoh of Christ. And by teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men, he takes the responsi- 
bility of engendering strife and confusion in the house of Grod. 
To add to the commands of G^, and to insist that our ad- 
diti(His are God's commands, is as injurious to men and ofiTen- 
sive to God, as to take away what he has commanded — ^as 
may be seen in the mammoth corruptions of the Romish 
church, which consist as much in additions as in subtrac- 
tions. 

Inquirer. But may we not suppose that some one way is 
better than another ? And is it not more significant to plunge 
the subject into the water? ^ 

Teacher. That depends upon what baptism signifies. 
And this brings up an important principle. If we can dis- 
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eorer wliai k the tbiog agnified by baptism, that will help us 
to determine the most significant way. And surely the Bible 
has not left this matter in darkness— for unless one knows 
what the rite signifies, he would not know what exercises of 
mind he should have when he presents himself for baptism ; 
i. e. would not know how to obey the command to be bap- 
tized. 

Inquirer. This is a pladn matter. K baptism can be 
shown to signify anything into which men are immersed, that 
would go far to prove immersion to be the way ; and on the 
other hand, if it signifies any influences that are uniformly 
spoken of as poured out or sprinkled upon men, then pouring 
or sprinkling would be more significant. The type should 
eorrespond to the antitype. 

Teacher. Baptism is an emblem of the work of the Hohf 
Spirit on the human soul. So Paul seems to teach, Eph. v. 
S6— " Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it, that 
he might sanctiiy and cleanse it with the washing of water 
(i. e. baptism, for Christ has no other washing of water] by the 
word." Here was the sanctifying and the cleansing, the 
antitype and the type. Again — ''Acoording to his mercy he 
saved us by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost." That is, we are saved by that regener- 
ation, or sanctifying influence of the Spirit of God, of which 
the washing of water is an emblem. Again — '^ Let us draw 
near with a true heart, in full assurance of fiadth, having our 
hearts sprinkled horn an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water." Here the wadiing of the body with pure 
water (or baptism, the only religious washing) is joined with 
the thing signified by it — a heart sprinkled or purified. Again 
— '* The like figure whereunto, baptism, doth now save us, 
not the putting oflf the filth of the flesh, [i. e. not the mere 
outward cleansing by baptismal water,] but the answer of a 
go6d conscience," — that is, our being purified, so that we 
live with a good conscience. 



yGoogk 



HINTS TO AJH INQUIRSK. 91 

Ag;ain — " Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot see the kingdom of Grod." Now why are wato: 
and the Spirit thus connected, if the water (i. e. baptism) be 
not an emblem of the Spirit? Sorely the water is not a oo- 
agent with the Spirit in the new birth. Again, here is a 
passage still more decisive. Acts xxii. 16—" Arise, be bap- 
tized, and wash away thy sina." How can baptism wash 
away sins? In Vu> way, except it be as a symbol of washing, 
the thing to be proved. • 

Flower — the work of the Holy Spirit is called baptism in 
many places, wMch any one may see for himself. And what 
ean be more decisive I Prof. Stuart, on this subject, observes 
— '' Under the ancient dispensation the rites were divided into 
two groat classes, viz., those significant of purification^ and 
those significant of atonement for sin. Nothing could be more 
appropriate than this. Man needed the one, and the other, 
in order to find acceptance with God : the one is the work of 
the Spirit, and the other of Hie Saviour who redeemed us by 
his blood. Is there any change in the essential conditions of 
MlvatioB, mider the new dispensation? None, we must 
answer. Are not the significant symbols, then, under the 
new dispensation, a summary of those which existed under 
the old? The belief of this spontaneously forces itself upon 
my mind. The work of the Spirit is still sjrmbolized under 
the Gospel, and a Savior's blood is still represented — ^the one 
liaptism signifies, the other is as plainly indicated by the 
Lord's Supper." 

Out object is here to show, in brief, the dose connection 
between the baptism of the Spirit and baptism with water, 
and that the one is a symbol of the other. Now if baptism by 
water is an emblem of baptism by the Spirit, we have only to 
look into the Bible and see in what way we are brought into 
contact with the influences of the Spirit ? If we are currently 
represented as being put into the Spirit, or plunged into the 
Spirit, we concede the whole matter in question ; and if, on 
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the other hand, the Spirit is currently said to be poured out 
upon us, or sprinkled upon us, then you must concede that 
pouring or sprinkling is the more significant way. We pro- 
ceed, then, to quote some instances: — ''I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground. I 
will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine 
offspring" — ^Isa. 44. <* Then will I sprinkle clean water 
npon you, and ye shall be clean ; and I will put my Spirit 
within you, [not put you into my Spirit] and cause you to 
walk in my statutes." '* I will pour out my Spirit upon aU 
fleshy—Joel ii. 38. " Until the Sjnrit be poured out"— 
Isaiah xxxii. 16. "For I have poured out my SjHHt"— 
Ezekiel xxxiz. 29. 

Next take some examples from the New Testament. John 
saw the Spirit descending, and lighting upcm Jesus— Matt, 
iii. 16. The Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word ; and Peter's friends " were astonished, because that on 
the Gentiles was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost" — 
Acts X. "And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost/?// on 
them, as on us at the beginning ; then remembered I tlie words 
of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water ^ 
but ye shaU be baptized with the Holy Ghost J*^ 

We have thus given a few specimens, to show that the 
Holy Ghost is said " to fall " upon men, to be " poured out " 
upon them. And it is in reference to this subject, that God 
promises " to sprinkle clean water upon us," and that his 
graoe shall " come down as rain upon the mown grass, and 
as showers which water the earth." It is of no consequence, 
however, as to the point before us, whether these things are 
said in connection with baptism or not. They are brought 
simply to show in what manner the Scriptures speak of the 
eonunnnication of the Spirit's influences. Now, then, if the 
thing signified is uniformly represented as sprinkled, or poured 
out, upon tiie subject, that which signifies it may be pouring 
or sprinkling. Indeed, " it is by no means probable that God 
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should speak of his own operations one way, and symbolically 
represent them in a different way ; that he should promise to 
sprinkle or pour out his Spirit upon us, and to confirm this 
promise would command us to be plungeQ into water. There 
would be no analogy, in this case, between the promise and 
the seal ; and the discrepance would give rise to a confusion 
of ideas. This I canceive to be an argument of considerable 
force in favor of our mode of administering baptism, and an 
objection against immersion which cannot be easily evaded." 
Dick. TheoL 
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CHAP.TER III. 

BVHIAL WITH CHRIST. ITS DTPOBT. 

In out last chapter we set forth the design of baptism, and 
showed conclusiyely that it is to represent the work of the 
Holy Spirit upon the soul, and that his influences are invari- 
ably represented as coming down, either sprinkled or poured, 
upon the subject. And the inquirer will recollect the ad- 
mitted principle, that the type and antitype should correspond. 

We are aware that Inmiersers make baptism to be a sign 
of fellowship with Christ in his burial, and to be the main 
design. This view they found upon two passages — ^Romans 
vi. and Colossians ii. 12. A glance at these passages, in 
their connection, will show that great difficulties, at least, 
stand in the way of this conclusion. 

The first question is, whether these two passages more 
clearly teach that burial is the grand design, than those nu- 
merous passages which we have quoted teach that purificar 
tion is the grand design. Let the inquirer look over thoso 
passages, and compare. And in this connection we will ob* 
serve, that the two ideas of burial in a grave and puzificalioQ 
by water are incolgruous. Both cannoi be held. Parity 
contrasts with the corruption and filth of the grave. 

2. But supposing this difficulty surmounted, another pre- 
sents itself. Before Immersers can draw their inference, it 
must be proved that the apostle in these passages refers to 
water baptism. Their whole argument rests on this assump- 
tion — andya it is a mere assumption. And if it should turn 
oat that the apostle means by baptism a spiritual purifioation, 
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(i. e. a spiritiial baptism,) as most surely he does, then aB 
* semblance of an argument from these texts would vanish ; 
for we have seen how spiritual baptism is performed. 

3. This difficulty being surmounted, another comes. It is 
a question not so easily settled, as to what the likeness shall 
be. If the reader will turn to the passage, he will see that 
there is a comparison with death, with crucifixion, with 
burial, &c Suppose we insist that baptism shall imitate the 
form of Christ's death, and not his burial, (for surely the twt) 
things are very distinct,) what would the Immersers say? 
Paul saysi baptized into his death ; and if the passage 

', is in any way decisive of the mode of water baptism — ^if 

/ this reasoning from it is conclusive — it concludes both ways : 

that baptism must imitate crucifixion, or at least, after the 

Papists' mode, bear the sign of the cross ; and must |lso 

imitate his burial. 

4. This difficulty being surmounted, another comes. How 
shall we baptize in a way to imitate a burial ? Nations have 
various modes of burial, but in no case do they bury by thrust- 
ing the body through the soil. The common modes of burial 
are more like pouring or sprinkling. The body is placed in 
an open grave, and the earth is poured or sprinkled upon it. 
The classical emblem has been {jactus ptUveris) a handful of 
earth tossed in the air. Our Episcopal friends represent a 
burtal by sprinkling earth upon the coffin. 

5. This difficulty being surmounted, another comes. If 
baptism must imitate the form of any burial, it must imitate 
that of Christ ; and Christ was not buried in the common 
way. His body was not sunk in the ground, but merely laid 
away on a shelf in a chamber of an excavated rock. 

These are some of the difficulties that meet any intelligent 

mind, on the first glance at the subject. In order to set this 

subject well before the mind, we will state the true meaning 

of the apostle, and then point out the sources of the Immersers* 

3 
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errw* The two passages are alike. Take the case in Ro- 
mans : what is the drift of Paul's remarks? He is showing 
that the doctrines of grace do not warrant one to continue in 
sin, that grace may abound. He is attributing to the baptism 
of whicH he speaks, effects which water baptism is inadequate 
to produce. His main idea is, that such is the nature of a 
union with Christ,— a union brought about by the puniication 
of the heart, i. e. spiritual baptism, — that to speak of those 
llius baptized continuing in sin, is as great a contradiction as 
to speak of a living dead man. '* Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound ? God forbid. How shall we that 
are dead to sin live any longer therein?" Mark the effects 
which he attributes tO the baptism of which he speaks. This 
baptism is followed necessarih/ hy death to sin. It is not 
enough to say, such ought to be dead to sin ; the certainty that 
they will be is essential to the argument. Indeed, the argu- 
ment is good for nothing without absolute certainty . Now 
does that certainty follow water baptism ? Far from it. It 
follows spiritual baptism, and no other. 

It is as if he had said — ^How shall they who have received 
spiritual baptism, (in other words, who have been brought 
into spiritual union with Christ,) continue in sin? They are 
united to Christ in his death to the world. Taking fire at 
the thought, he gives utterance to his feelings in a variety of 
strong expressions of the certainty of that death, and conse- 
quent insensibility to the inducements to continue in sin. 
"What is the effect of natural dissolution? Is it not the 
interruption of all our former appetites ? What is the condi- 
tion of a man buried? Does he hunger or thirst any more? 
Will beauty move his love ? Will the tabret or the harp, the 
richest wines or the most luxuriant viands, entice him be- 
yond the bounds of temperance ? Load the coffin with gold , 
^ clothe the skeleton with scarlet and ermine ; will this awaken 
his avarice, or will these elevate his pride ? Surely, if the 
■oul perceives at all the objects which surround her recent 
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dwelling; she perceives them but to recognise their nttei 
vanity, and to feel that these are not the things which can 
any longer contribute to her happiness!" Such are the 
^ects of that death to sin which follows a union with Christ ; 
and in this sense the apostle says of true Christians, that they 
are crucified, dead, and buried. 

The above remarks make it clear, that the passage in Ro- 
mans refers to a spiritual hoftism and purification, and can 
decide nothing as to the form ih which water is to be applied. 

The passage in Colossians still more clearly bears this 
meaning. Read it. '^In whom also ye are circumcised, 
with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ : 
buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with 
him, through faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead." Now here observe that the Colossians 
are said to have been circumoised in Christ, and to be buried 
with him in baptism, and in such a way, as to show that the 
circumcbion and baptism refer to the same thing. That the 
circumcision imports a spiritual purification is certain ; for it 
is a circumcision made teithout hands, in putting off the body 
of sin. And if the circumcision is a purification made with- 
out hands, most surely is the baptism one made without 
hands ; for both are put in the same relations, and import the 
same thing. ' And, further, they are said to be buried with 
Christ in baptism, and then risen with him through faith of 
the operation of Grod. Now, as is the burial, so is the resur- 
rection. If it is a literal burial in the water, the resurrection 
is a literal rising out of the water. But they had risen through 
fidth of the operation of God. Yet persons immersed do not 
thus rise by faith. The passage then, by necessity, imports 
a death to sin, and a resurrection to newness of life ; and has 
no reference to the outward application of water, and deter- 
nunes nothing as to the manner in which water should be 
applied. 
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Now, having given tbe true meaning of the apostle in 
these passages, we are prepared to examine the sources of 
the Immersers' error, touching them. 

1. The first source of error is the imagination. The per- 
son has heard these words so frequently repeated at the im- 
mersion of individuals, that they have made an impression 
upon fais'mind, and he fancies some analogy between immer- 
sion and Christ's burial. Few are aware how much imagi- 
nation has to do with this subject, and how much impression 
•has been made by pictorial representations. And as error has 
been promoted in that way, may not the friends of truth learn 
a lesson as to their duty of securing the imagination on the 
side of truth 1 And why should not our children be taught^ 
by arguments addressed to the eye, the analogy between the 
falling drops of water and the influences of the Spirit, which 
are represented as coming down like the rain upon the 
grass? 

2. The second source of error is a literal understanding of 
(he apostle^ s language. Now, if the burying is to be taken 
literally, so also the other phrases must be, such as death, 
crucified, planted, &c. Mark it, if the burial is literal, the 
death is literal also. If there must be a literal burial, there 
must be a literal death!!! Again, the effects, as we have 
already seen, are such as water baptism cannot produce. 
These brief hints are sufficient to satisfy every intelligent 
reader that the literal interpretation cannot be maintained. 

3. Among those who admit a figurative sense, there is 
another source of error. The figure must have a basis ; and 
some say, that, unless it is founded on some oiUicardform, it 
can have no basis. Why use the figure buried, they ask, if 
the apostle had not in his mind's eye something which looked 
like burial ? We answer : The mind, in framing figurative 
language, as frequently fixes on the effects produced, as upon 
any outward circumstance. For example, Cicero said of the 
conspiracy of Cataline, which he had crushed — **Tt is dead, 
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carrted <na, and huried.^^ His mind in framing that figure was 
not upon a funeral, or a grave, or a burial ; but upon the effects 
of the death, to wit, the utter cessation of all trouble from the 
conspiracy. So we say <ff a man condemned to the penitentiary 
for life, that he is dead to society, and buried. Why use that 
figure? It has nothing that looks like a burial for its basis. 
This also is based on certain effects resulting from death and 
burial. While bishop Butler was living in an obscure village, 
one inquired if he was dead . * * No , ' ' another replied , * * but he 
is burkdJ* Why use that figure ? Why not contend here 
that there was something in the author's eye that looked like a 
btriai ? The figure was based on one of the effects of a burial, 
in that he was forgotten by the world. By this time, the 
inquirer wili see that figures of this kind may be used, with- 
out the most distant allusion to anything that looks like a 
burial. 

Now then, when Paul said of Christians, that they werQ 
dead, buried, and crucified with Christ, it is easy to see that 
he had only certain results in his mind. He meant only to 
say, that as Christ, when buried, was insensible to this world, 
80 are those, who are spiritually in union with him, dead to 
tiw inducements to continue in sin. 

4. Another source of this error lies in taking a part for the 
whole of the apostWs comparison in these texts. The Immer- 
ser feels bound to imitate Christ in only one of the particulars 
of the figurative representation, while consistency would re- 
quire him to go through and to make the form of his baptism 
.<sorre8pond to all the other particulars. If the form of bap- 
tism must imitate the burial of Christ, much more must it bd 
n bttptism into death; for the text is even more strong in that 
particular. It says, *'as many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death.^^ Now, the same 
role that would fequire a literal burial, would require a literal 
death. And then, if in baptism we must imitate the form of 
Christ's burial, we must, for the same reason, imitate also 
3* 
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the fonn of his death ; that is, hia crucifixion. We must not 
only be actually put to death before our burial, but we must 
be put to death on a cross, since the text lays even more 
stress on the crucifixion and the dieath, than it does on the 
burial. And to carry faithfully out this mode of interpreting 
the passage, our baptism must imitate not only the mode of 
burial, but also that of planting; for the text also says, " we 
have been planted together in the likeness of his death." So 
we see the Immersers' error comes firom fixing on one part of 
the comparison, and overlooking other parts quite as im- 
portant. 

5. Still another source of error is a neglect of making thfi 
several parts of the comparison correspond with each other. For 
instance, in the passage in Romans, the resurrjsction following 
the burial is a spiritual one ; a resurrection to *' newness of 
life." Of course, the death and burial preceding must be a 
death and burial to sin, and not a burial under water. So 
in Colossians, the resurrection is a rising *' through faith of 
the operation of Grod," and not through the strength of the 
baptizer's arm. And yet the Immerser fails to see that that 
should be a spiritual burial that goes before and corresponds 
with such a spiritual resurrection. He fails also to make the 
baptism and the circumcision, both representing one efifect, to 
correspond with each other, as we have shown. 

6. But the main source of error on this subject consists m 
overlooking altogether the main design of the rite of baptism. 
We have shown, in a former article, that its main design is, 
to represent the outpouring upon us of the purifying and the 
sanctifying influences of the Spirit. And though the Scrip- 
tures are so full on this point, as we have shown, yet Immei^ 
sers are loth to allow this at all ; and if they do allow it, they 
will have it that the main design is to represent a burial. 
And yet, strange as it may seem, the Scriptures say no- 
thing OF ANY SUCH DESIGN ; AND DO NOT EVEN HINT AT IT, 

unless these two passages contain the hint ; and these, as we 
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h^YB shown beyond all ground for doubt, hare no reference 
to water baptism at all. 

Another source of error touching these passages consists 
in overlooking the fact, thai being buried cannot be made an 
wt of d^; while receiving baptism supposes an act of ohe^ 
dience; and supposes a mind apprehending the design of bap- 
tism, and recognising the truth symbolized by the rite ; aad 
at the time of receiving the rite surrendering the heart to the 
sway of that truth. Now if the rite imports our need of the 
purifying influence of the Holy Spirit — ^if it be the &gn and 
seal of our surrender of ourselves to God in the covenant of 
grace, and receiving the seal of the Spirit of grace, the mind 
may well correspond with this design, in the act of receiving 
the rite. And even if it imported our death to sin, the spirit 
of obedience while receiving the rite might go forth in a sur- 
render of ourselves to death, and in a pledge of dying to sin 
and living to God. But if the design is made to consist in a 
burial, the spirit of obedience cannot touch it. As one is sup- 
posed to be dead before he is buried, he cannot exercise obe- 
dience in submitting to a burial. Christ performed his highest 
act of obedience when he yielded to death on the cross ; but 
he did no act of obedience when his corpse was taken and laid 
away in Joseph's family vault. The martyrs have put forth 
a glorious spirit of obedience, when they have yielded to the 
stroke of the executioner ; but they had nothing to do in what 
concerned their corpses afterwards — ^they did not obey in being 
buried. The burial is supposed to be wholly the act of otheri ; 
ind in respect to it the person buried is wholly insensible. In 
what state of mind then must one receive the rite, in order to 
have his feelings at the time correspond to the design of 
the ordinance % If the posture and treatment of the body 
must imitate a burial, what, we ask, must be the exercises of 
mind in the mean time, in order to conform to this ? and the 
answer should be — none at all; since the person buried has 
no consciousness of his burial. 
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Yet it is very essential, when we come to the sealing ordi- 
nances, that the mind work in harmony with the de^gn of 
the ordinance. When we come to the Lord's tahle, we are 
required by faith to discern the Lord's body. And why is it 
not as important in baptism, that the mind &sten on the 
design of the ordinance, and feel the promptings of a holy 
obedience in correspondence with it ? Yet if burial be that 
design, a spirit of obedience cannot reach it, unless we sup- 
pose the absurdity of being buried alive. This consideration 
of itself is sufficient to determine that the design of baptism 
is not that of burial. 

So that the very first principle of the Immersers' theory, to 
wit, that baptism was designed to imitate a burial, is an 
assumption without a shadow of foundation. And not only 
has it a mere guess for its basis, and for its whole super- » 
structure, but it involves the absurdity of supposing a spirit of 
obedience to animate a corpse in its burial. 

It would protract thb chapter to an inconvenient length, 
should we here commence the examination of the actual cases 
of baptism recorded in the New Testament, and show, as we 
intend, that there is no case in the New Testament in 

WHICH the baptism MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN BY SPRINKLING 
OR POURING, AND MANY CASES IN WHICH IT COULD NOT HAVE 
BEEN BT IMMERSION. 
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Iir^^uiRsa. Your remarks on those passages which speak of a 
biuial with Christ by baptism, presented the subject in a light 
which was new to me. That the apostle is speaking of spirit-' 
ual baptism is clear firom this fact alone, that he represents it 
as bringing the soul into sympathy with Christ in his indifferT 
ence to the world ; . which effect does not follow water baptism* 
Although this has been my opinion for some time, I have all 
along supposed that the figurative expression, ** buried with 
Christ," must have its basis in something external, which 
looked like a burial. This I am now ready to confess was a 
childish &ncy. We notice in Paul's writings a very frequent 
ttse of the figures of being dead, crucified, &c., in a way in 
which he could have had in his mind's eye only an effect of 
death, crucifixion, &c. And if any one will watch the work- 
ings of his mind when using this class of figures, I think ho 
will be convinced, that the mind generally has before it some 
one or more of the effects of death, and very rarely anything 
which looks like a corpse, a funeral, or a grave. I remembear 
that one of our missionaries, just as he waa leaving his native 
shores never to return, said to a friend at parting, *'I have 
buried my Mends alive.'' Now evidently here was no allu* 
sion to any external mode of burying, but simply to one effect 
of being buried, viz. , that he was never to see his friends again. 

This all seems plain so far. And as this has been the main 
point with me, I see not but that I must admit that the Scrip- 
tures are far from making it clear that immersion is essential 
to baptism. But as you say that the Scriptures lay no great 
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Stress Dpon the mode in which water is applied, would it not 
be best for all to practise immersion, in order to promote har- 
mony among Christians, by meeting tender consciences on 
their own ground? 

Teacher. We h&ve many serious objections to immersion, 
which we could state if it were necessary. True christian 
harmony never can be promoted by departing from a mode 
evidently scriptural, to adopt one which has originated in the 
£incy of minds morbidly inclined to lay an undue stress on an 
external rite. This method of harmonizing with those super- 
stitiously inclined, gave rise to the corruptions of the Romish 
church. We object more to immersion than to any otner 
mode of applying water, because it is further from the main 
design of baptism. The Scriptures, as we have seen, repre- 
sent baptism as an emblem of purification by the influences 
of the Holy Spirit, which influences are uniformly described 
as poured out upon us. Now when the Scriptures invariably 
represent the spiritual influences as sprinkled or poured upon 
the subjecty for us to put the subject into the symbolic water, 
would seem to be too great a departure from the scriptural 
mode. We object to immersion, because it is a literal f cashing. 
That is certainly the best symbol which strikes the mind at 
once as merely a symbol^ and from its very simplicity compels 
it to pass beyond it to the thing signified. Not to multiply 
objections, we could not repeat our baptism to meet' the de- 
mands of Immersers ; nor could we apply the screws of close 
communion, and unchurch those of our brethren who should 
not see fit to go with us. So that, even if we should allow 
those who have not been baptized to be immersed, we could 
not harmonize with the exclusive principle of Immersers. 
This principle constitutes the very basis of their denomina* 
tional existence. It is the ligament wliich binds them together. 
And you see it is one of very serious import and consequences. 

Inquirer. True — such a principle ought not to be adopted, 
but for imperious reasons. No one certainly can be justified 
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in adopting it, except on grounds which are set clear from 
every reasonable doubt. 

Teacher. How strange, then, appears their position, and 
how high the arrogance of their pretensions — ^how causeless 
the discords which they thrust into the house of God, when 
it is 80 evident that the entire basis and structure of their 
argument is composed of nothings but guesses! 

Inquirer. That is a strong expression. 

Teacher. But no more strong than true. When, for ex- 
ample, Immersers speak so confidently of the apostles im- 
mersing their converts, it is, to say the least, but a guess. 

Inquirer. But is it not more than a guess that John im- 
mersed his converts ? 

John's baptism. 

Teacher. You are a little too fast. John was not one of 
the apostles, nor was his baptism the Christian rite. And 
here, by the way, you see that a guess lies at the very founda- 
tion of the Immerser's argument. In order to get the sup- 
posed benefit of John's practice, it is guessed that John's 
baptism was Christian baptism. And one single passage of 
Scripture spoils this guess at once. Paul at Ephesus, (Acts 
xix.) *' finding certain disciples," said to them, '* Have ye re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be 
any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them. Unto what then 
were ye baptized? And they said. Unto John's baptism." 
After some instructions, showing the different intent of John's 
baptism, '* they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus." 
That the baptism which they received from John was not 
Christian baptism, appears from the fact that they never had 
heard of the Holy Ghost, and of course could not have been 
baptized in his name. And, furthermore, it is not to be sup- 
posed that John baptized in the name of Jesus, for he would 
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hot have baptized Jesus in the name of Jesus. But to put the 
question beyond all doubt, the apostle did tiot consider them as 
having received the Christian rite, as is evident from th^ fact 
that he baptized them. It would be superfluous to give other 
reasons. Here is Scripture against a guess ! 

But suppose we give them the advantage of that guesB, 
and, for the sake of argument, allow that John's baptism is to 
be taken as a guide for us : — ^how do they arrive at the cer- 
tainty that he immersed ? In every step of their argument 
they proceed by guesses. They say that he immersed, be- 
cause the word baptize means to immerse, and nothing else. 
But we have already proved that this word has various shades 
of meaning, and does not define any particular way of apply- 
ing water. Here then is one guess. They say that he im- 
mersed, because he went to the Jordan for this purpose. But 
were there no other reasons for resorting thither ? If we could 
conceive of no necessity for his seeking some such place as 
the region about Jordan, except for the convenience of im- 
mersing, then the inference which Immersers draw from this 
circumstance would appear more plausible. On the other 
hand, if there was an equal necessity for the selection of such a 
place, whether he baptized by effusion or immersion, then this 
circumstance proves nothing in favor of any particular mode 
of baptism. Let us now examine the facts. John w^as a 
field preacher, and we read that he came preaching in the 
wilderness. T%e immense multitudes that flocked together to 
hear bim, made it necessary for him to withdraw from the nar- 
row streets of the cities, to the open country in the neighbor- 
hood of Jordan ; and that, being the place of his preaehing, 
would naturally be the place of his baptizing. You see, then, 
that necessity compelled him to select an open country, /or t^her 
purposes than immersion. Who can say that those other put- 
poses were not the sole cause of his withdrawing from the 
cities and villages? This is at least possible. And if it be 
only possible, the Inlmierser's certainty is instantly eonverted 
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into a gtiess. But we contend that it is highly probable. 
Nay, there are other circumstaneeB connected with John's 
ministry, which we are bound to take into consideration, and 
which render the guess that he immersed perfectly incredible. 
We read that " there went out to him Jerusalem, find all Ju- 
dea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of 
him. ' ' K in a papal country some new ceremony should come 
into vogue, attracting that absorbing interest which John's 
baptism did, few of the people would fail to rush forward with 
the multitude, to receive the advantage of it. The Jews vfere 
even more disposed to value outward ceremonies than the Papists 
It is therefore certain that immense multitudes flocked to 
John's baptism. The passage of Scripture which I have 
quoted, interpreted by the circumstances, cannot import lesB 
than 500,000. Suppose that he immersed one every mijiute— 
to have immersed 500,000, he must have stood breast high in 
the water, twelve hours every day, for nearly two whole years, 
fiut his ministry was little more than a year and a half, and 
during part of that time he was in prison ! Where is the 
man, however, who could remain in the water twelve hoim 
every day successively, for even one year? oi where is the 
man who could immerse sixty persons an hour, for twelve 
hours in succession, and repeat the proeess every day for a 
year? We read (John x. 41) that '* John did no mixade." 
But if John did this^ hk» entire life was one prodigious nura- 
cle ! Perhaps you may say that 500,000 are more, probably, 
than went out to him. Very well — ^take the smallest nvmbev 
which, in your opinion, the record will warrant, and you will 
not eseape £rom this difficulty. When we consider the Inrief 
dwratioB of John's ministry, the time he must necesawUy h&ve 
spent in preaching, his imprisoiunent, the time needed to re- 
cruit his exhausted bodily powers, the days of the year when 
lie eotttld not have immersed, ^c, we are fuUy satisfied that 
he could not have immersed 80,000. It is, therefore, wholly 
iaoredible, that the inuaenee moititudee whkh he baptbed 
4 
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could have been immersed. If he baptized, however, accord- 
ing to the custom of the priests, and took a bunch of hyssop 
and sprinkled the people as they passed him, he could have 
done it. 

Now, viewing all the circumstances in the case, where is 
the certainty that John immersed ? The confident assumption 
of Immersers in regard to his practice, is a guess against, to 
say the least, the strongest probability. 

Inquirer. But did not John baptize in Enon, because there 
was much water there? 

Teacher. It requires one guess to establish the conclusion 
that he went there /<w the sake of immersing. We say that 
there are other and more probable reasons why he chose that 
place. He would not need much water, or " many waters," 
i. e. many streams or springs of water, (as it is in the Greek,) 
for immersing. For that purpose, one stream would suffice. 
Why did he need many streams? why was it necessary for 
him to select a place watered with many springs ? This is the 
question which presses upon us for an answer. Now it is 
certain that he could not have chosen such a place for immer- 
sion. The simple fact that the word is plural, (many streams 
or springs,) decides this point. One man could not immerse 
In many places at once, nor could he need many rivulets or 
springs for that purpose. Why, then, must this field preacher 
go to Enon, a place well supplied with springs ? Because it 
was no easy matter to find water in that region, to accommo- 
date the thousands that came to him, with their camels and 
other beasts. Enon, furnished with many springs, afforded 
rare conveniences for a camp-meeting, assembled to remain 
Exany days. So that, in whatever way he baptized, there were 
ether and mxyre important reasons, for his selection of that place, 
than the convenience of immersing. 

Inquirer. I see clearly, that to base the duty of immer- 
sion on such a foundation, is to base it on a guess. We 
surely cannot maintain that a man is influenced in the choice 

Digitized by^OOQlC 



HINTS VO AN INQUIRER. 39 

of a spot by one particular reason, when other and better 
reasons are known to exist. 

Teacher. And when, too, that particular reason, as in 
this case, does not answer the question why he needed many 
springs or streams. 

Inquirer. Very true. But is there not a better founda- 
tion for the assumption that our Saviour was baptized by 
immersion? 

•chkist's baptism. 

Teacher. It requires one guess to reach the conclusion 
that Christ is our example in baptism. John's baptism was a 
Jewish rite, under the old dispensation. What have we to do 
with it ? Before we can feel bound ourselves to follow Christ 
in the observance of a Jewish ceremony, or at liberty to im- 
pose any such duty upon others, we must have at least some 
proof that he designed this act for our imitation. But not the 
shadow of such proof exists. On the contrary, the guess of 
Immersers implies such a gross misconception of the design of 
our Saviour's baptism, — a misconception so plainly in the face 
of Scripture, — that when we hear them speak with so much 
confidence of "Jordan's floods," and of "following Christ 
into the water," we literally blush for them. Christ* s bap- 
tism was his introdiiction into the priest^ s office. The Mosaic 
law required every priest, when thirty years of age, (Num. 
iv. 3, 23, 30, 35,) to be consecrated to their sacred work by 
being washed with water. (Lev. viii. 6.) As a symbol of 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit, they were also anointed with 
oil. Now mark the coincidences. When Jesus came to 
John, he was about thirty years old, (Luke iii. 21, 23,) and 
was just about entering upon his office as priest ; — after bap- 
tism he was anointed by the descent of the Holy Ghost, and 
commenced immediately his public duties. The apostle Paul 
tells UB, (Heb. v. 5,) that Christ did not glorify himself to be 
made a high priest, but he that said unto him, "Thou art 
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my Son; this day have I begotjtea thee." Here it is ex- 
pressly said that the Father glorified him by making him a 
Ugh priest^ when he said, "Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee." And this was said at his baptism. 
(Matt. iii. 17.) 

An examination of Scripture compels us, either to admit that 
this was the design of ChHsfs baptism, or deny thai hefidfiUed 
ail righteotisness. His words to John (Matt. iii. 15) imply 
that some law then existing, and which he was bound to ful- 
fil, made it proper for him to be baptized. But what law ? 
Not the law of Christian baptism, for the rite itself did not at 
that time exist. Not the moral law, for Christ was no sin- 
ner : and no violations of that code made it necessary for him 
to receive the baptism of repentance. To what law then did 
he refer! Unquestionably to the ceremonial law, which is 
nothing to us, but which he was born under, and bound to 
fulfil. There was something in that law, as his own wordii 
imply, which made it necessary for him to be baptized. To 
that law, therefore, we must go for instruction, if we would 
obtain scriptural views of the design of his baptism. Now in 
that code we find a statute requiring every priest to be con- 
secrated by the washing of water ; and as this is the only 
statute in the code, which made it necessary for him to be bap- 
tized, there is no room to doubt that this is the statute to 
which he referred. If he did not refer to this statute, he 
referred to nothing, and his reply to John was without any 
meaning whatever. And, furthermore, if he was not baptized 
in obedience to this statute, here was one statute which was 
not obeyed by him, and consequently he did not *< fulfil all 
righteousness." We are, therefore, brought to this altema- 
native, viz., either to admit that Christ our Priest was bap- 
tized in obedience to this statute, or to deny that he fulfilled 
all righteousness ! 

Inquirer. These considerations convince me that your 
views m regard to the design of Christ's baptism are correct. 
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» 

So far you haye Scripture on your side^ and Immersers nothing 
hut fanq/. It is really matter of wonder with me, that intel- 
ligent Christians can be so positive, where their premises are 
so perfectly &nciful, and where Scripture is so decidedly 
against them. But admitting your views in regard to the 
design of Christ's baptism, was he not immersed? And 
did not the apostles adopt the mode in which he was bap- 
tized? 

Teacher. On what do you base the certainty that he was 
immersed 1 

Inquirer. We read that '' when he was baptized hs wsnt 
np straightway out of the water." 

Teacher. Observe, this was something which Christ did 
after his baptism, and was no part of that ordinance. The 
assumption of Immersbrs is founded upon a mistake of the 
import of the preposition ^^out o/.^^ The true sense of the 
Greek preposition is from, not ** out of;" and it marks the 
place from which he went up, without at all suggesting the 
idea that Jesus had been in the water. The following trans- 
lation gives the exact meaning of the original, — '' he went up 
without delay from the water." Now what is there here so 
conclusive in favor of immersion ? As John was preaching 
close by the Jordan, he would go of course to the river to 
baptize. And whether he performed the ceremony by immer- 
sion, sprinkling, or pouring, there was an eqtud necessity for 
descending the banks to the stream, and of ascending the banks 
from the stream. Shall that, therefore, which our Saviour 
must have done, whether he was baptized by immersion oz 
affusioa, be taken as proof that he was immersed? Thd 
Methodist elder sometimes stands in the river, and pours the 
water upon the heads or faces of bis converts. John might 
have taken his station in the river, for convenience, as the 
number to be baptized was very great, and have administered 
the rite in the same way. 
4* 
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Inquirir. I Bee that this circumstanoe leaves the maimer 
of our Saviour's baptism an uncertainty; — ^but still is it not 
more probable that he was immersed ? 

Teacher. Probabilities will not answer the Immersers 
any good purpose. Surely that exclusive principle, which 
unchurches two thirds of the disciples of Christ, can never be 
justified, on the ground of a slender probability. In this 
instance, however, probabilities are against them. There is 
in feet the greatest degree of certainty that our Saviour was 
hoftixed hy affusion. We have already proved that his bap- 
tism was introductory to his priest's office. The oeiemonial 
law required that the washing of the priests, (Lev. viii. 6,) 
when consecrated to their office, should be performed by 
sprinkling. (Num. viii. 7.) According to the Scriptures j 
therefore, Jesus, our Priest, was sprinkled. 

Inquirer. If his baptism was designed as his consecra- 
tion to his priestly office, it is certainly more scriptural to 
believe that he was sprinkled. It would hardly benefit 
Immersers to appeal to Christ's example in this particu- 
lar. 

Tbacbbr. His example, so far as it touches the mode of 
baptism, is wholly in our favor. And if the apostles copied 
the mode in which he was baptized, we need go no farther 
for proof that they practised affusion or sprinkling. 

As we are now about to leave John's baptism, carefully 
feview the ground already travelled over, and in view of the 
argument thus &r developed, decide whether such a degree 
of certainty belongs to the side of the question espoused by 
Immersers, that they can be justified in disowning numerous 
ohurches of Christ, and refusing to eat the Lord's Supper 
with thousands of their brethren in Christ, merely because 
they have not received the waters of baptism in their par- 
ticular way ! ! ! 

Remember that this controversy touches more than the 
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simple question of immersion. It is frequently said to the 
young coDYert, by those who practise immersion, ** Join us, 
and you will be sure to be right ; if the way in which the 
water is applied is not essential, you will be right; and 
if it is essential, you will be right." But stop— there is a 
deception lurking here. If you join with immersers, you 
countenance their exclusive principle; and are you sure that 
that will be right? Are you sure that it will be pleasing to 
the great Head of the Church, for you to give the sanction 
of your example to a principle so contracted, so contrary 
to the spirit of the age, so withering to some of the best 
feelings of the regenerated heart — ^a principle which the light 
and the fire of an approaching day shall consume ? 

Inquirer. I cannot but believe, that it is our Lord's 
will, that his table should be the place, where all his true 
followers should merge their minor differences in mutual 
love. It would seem as if this sacred spot should be com- 
mon ground. To give this table a sectarian character, or to 
make it an occasion of strife, is confessedly, a very serious 
matter. Uiese are evils to be avoided if possible; and, there- 
fore, we must have the most satisfactory proof that we are 
acting in obedience to the commands of Christ, before we can 
lawfully embrace any* principle manifestly tending to such 
results. Such proof I have not yet seen in favor of immer- 
ftion. The evidence thus far preponderates on the opposite 
side. 

Teacher. We have the advantage of Immersers in this 
argument. They embrace an exclusive principle, on the 
ground that immeredon is the only baptism. The burden 
of proof, therefore, is with them. They must prove con- 
dusiveJy that it is the only baptism. If there remains any 
room for doubting the conclusiveness of their argument, 
it whoUyfaUs ; for who can believe for a moment that he is 
bcmnd to aM^[»arate from his Chiiatian brethren, to make the 
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Lord's table sectarian, and to countenance schisms, so long 
as there exists a reasonable doubt whetlier the Lord requires htm 
to do it ? 

Inquirer. True — ^very true. But I would inquire whe- 
ther the cases of Christian baptism in the New Testament 
are not clearly in iavor of immersion ? 




9nuijfu ana tae QuAmucL, 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



CHAPTER V. 

CHRISTIAN BAPTISK — ^BAPTISM ON THE DAT OP PENTKCOST. 

Tbacbbr. I see that you yery properly make a didtinctioii 
between John's baptism and Christian baptism. Bui not to 
detain the subject, what example of apostolic baptism shall 
we first examine? 

Ikquirbr. If yon please, the baptisms of the day of Pen- 
tecost. 

Tbaobbr. Please read the account, (Acts ii.) and point 
out to me^^A^ proof ih&t the converts were immersed. It is 
not found in any tendency of the apostles that way, for they 
had been, educated to regard sprinkling as sufficient for cere- 
mofiMd purijicaiion, and from «arly childhood had seen the 
leper, and the Levites, and indeed the Tessels of the temple 
cleansed by sprinkling. Why should men so educated have 
deemed sprinkling or 'ponring an improper symbol of purifica- 
tion by the Spirit, under the gospel, especially when they 
oould not have foiled to notice that their scriptures unifomdy 
described his influence as poured out upon men ? 

Ik^uibbr. If the infiuence of their Jewish education was 
not counteracted by some command of Christ, they baptized 
nnquestiDnably by pouring or sprinkling* And that any such 
command was given to them, by the great Head of the Church, 
we are not obliged to believe without proof. 

Tbachbr. Do you find the proof that is needed in the 
Pentecostal baptisms? 

Inqvirbr. I admit that I see nothing which decides in 
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favor of immersion. The inspired record merely states that 
the converts were baptized : but it gives no intimation that 
they left the place where they were assembled; nor that 
those preparations were made, which the immersion of a 
promiscuous multitude, consisting- of ,males and females, 
always renders necessary. 

Teacher. This is a mostdecisive case, my friend, against 
immersion. On that memorable occasion, in the same day, 
(Acts ii. 41,) about 3000 persons were baptized and added to 
the church. Among the converts were Parthians and Modes, 
and Egyptians, &c. (vs. 9—11.) The assumption that they 
were immersed is not only a pure guess, but it hangs ly a 
string of most absurd guesses / 

Consider the facts. The 30oO must have been baptized in 
Jerusalem, or in some other place. 

If we suppose that they were baptized in Jerusalem, (the 
only supposition which the record warrants,) mountain- 
Otis difficulties lie in the way of the Immersers' guess 
These events took place during the Pentecost, or about the 
latter part of the month of May, in Palestine a time of 
drought. In that country, from the middle of April to the 
middle of September, it neither rains nor thunders. In the 
beginning of harvest, a cloud is occasionally seen in the morn- 
ing but it vanishes away ; and hence the beautiful allusion of 
Hosea, where he compares the goodness of Ephraim to the 
morning cloud. (Hosea vi. 4.) Now the brook Cedron was 
dry, except in the rainy part of the year ; and, therefore, at 
this time the footman might have walked across its channel 
with unwet sandal. The city afforded no other brooks or 
stream suited to the purposes of immersion. If there were 
baths, the Jews would sooner have opened them to 8wiiie> than 
to the followers of the hated Nazarene. Where then did the 
apostles find a convenient place in Jerusalem, to immerse in 
one day 3000 converts? This question presents a serious 
difficulty. But this is not the only difficulty. Suppose the 
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apostles succeeded in obtaining a suitable plaee, how could 
tbey hare immersed 3000 in so short a time? When the 
wonders of that memorable day began to attract notice, it 
was already nine o'clock. If we make some little aUowanee 
for prayers, preaching, conversation with the candidates, con- 
fessions of faith, and for making the preparations whkk immer* 
Mon, even on a much smaller scale, always demands^ it must 
have been at least four o'clock, P. M., before they could have 
commenced baptizing. To be satisfied that this is not an ex- 
travagant calculation, we need only to ask ourselves, how 
many hours would be found necessary by Immersers in thi» 
city (where every convenience is near at hand,) for making 
decent preparations for the immersion of 3000 people, stran- 
gers foreigners, suddenly converted? It would require 
miraculous despatch, to get through with all the essential 
preliminaries in less than half a day ! Now the apostles had 
350 persons each^ K we suppose them to have ^continued 
immersing, without any cessation, and at the rate of one a 
minute, the day must have ended before their task was done ! 
But there is still another difficulty. As the converts were 
strangers, embracing both seofes, where did they get changes 
of apparel? Who provided them with immersing gowns? 
Did they bonow them on the spot? Or if obliged to search 
Jerusalem, running hither and thither, for these convenienees, 
how much of the day did this consume? Or were they 
plunged all over in water without any change of raiment? 
Or did they expose their naked persons to one another, and 
to gazing spectators, and thus violate the natural sense of 
shame ? 

In view of these difficulties, what monstrous guesses are 
neco^sary on the part of Immersers ! They must, in the first 
place, guess that the apostles immersed the 3000 ; and ia 
order to maintain this guess, they must guess that they found 
a convenient stream or brook in Jerusalem for immersing this 
immense multitude, whon, firoxa the known geography and 
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cHmate of the coantry , it is evident that no such stream eoold 
have been found-^-or they must guess that they had aooess to 
baths, (when the very swine would sooner have gained ad* 
mittance,) and guess that there were baths enough to aoh 
commodate 3000. And when they have guessed out a 
suitable place for immersion, they must guess that the aposttea 
immersed 250 persons each, in a few hours, giving them at 
the same time all needful instmetionr— and guess that they 
changed their apparel in the open air, men and women ; or 
guess that they were accommodated with dressiiig chambers ; 
or guess that they stripped themseives, and exposed their 
naked persons while going down to the water and coming 
fr&m t*;— or guess that they were plunged just as they were, 
and went about after the ceremony vrith their ganxients cleav- 
ing to their skin, and dripping upon the pav^nent of the city ! 

But suppose they were baptized in same other place. Ob- 
serve, this is itself a guess. Jlle inspired narrative gives na 
hiivt of their leaving the diy, or even the place where they were 
assembled. Such an army of converts leaving the city, is a 
eiieumstance which the historian could not have failed to 
notice. But what is gained by this guess? The nearest 
river (the Jordan) was distant more than 20 miles. As it 
was not a day of omnibuses and railroads, how could that 
proHiiscuous host have reached the river in time lor the eere* 
mony t In whatever place we suppose the immersing to have 
been performed, we have the same guesting as to a change 
of apparel, &c. &c. And the farther we remove it from the 
ctty, and fimn the scene of the apostles' preaching, the grsatet 
the difficulty in regard to time. 

Inqitirer. I must confess that I am not prepared to am- 
braee a supposition which hangs by such a string of gnasMt ; 
and much less to consider oUiers, who find it impessible to 
gness quite so much where the Seriptures give no &vor»Ue 
data, aaaliMis from the commonwealth of Israi^ and an 
vPMthy of bnnishoient from the Lord's table. 



yGoogk 



HINTS TO AN INQUIRER. 49 

Teacher. And yet, on this shadowy basis, Immersers claim 
the exdusiye right to that table ! One of their ministers in 
this city, concluded a series of discourses, which he has re- 
cently been preaching on immersion, in the following strain : 
— " I have a right to go to any evangelical church [meaning 
otlier than immersing churches] where the Lord's table is 
spread, and partake of the symbols, and no man may lawfully 
forbid me ; — nay more ; I have a right to say to the commu- 
nicants, you are intruders here ; — nay, more than this, I have 
a hgkt to say to that minister who officiates at the table. 
Stand aside, — ^thou hast no right to administer this ordi- 
nance !" Such a peroration excites only our pity. 
5 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BAPTISM OF THE ETHIOPIAN ETTNITCH— OP THE PHILIPPUlff 
JAILER — OF SAUL — OF CORNELIUS. 

Inquirer. Previous to this examination, I have attached 
much importance to the case of the baptism of the Etfaiopiaa 
eunuch. ^ 

Teacher. Please turn to that ease, (Acts viii. 36,) and 
point out what you have considered as determining with cer- 
tainty that he was immeAed. 

Inquirer. I find that this case wears a new aspect ; for 1 
really can find nothing in it, except that it is said that both 
Philip and the eunuch went into the water. 

Teacher. It may be well still to examine this point a little. 
Mark this, that the phrase *' went down," &c., does not de- 
note the baptismal act. They went down, both Philip and 
the eunuch, but both were not baptized. So that the going 
down was only a preparatory act, and the coming up out of 
the water was something done after the baptism, and not the 
baptism itself. This is what they would have done, whether 
they baptized by affusion or immersion. 

You must take into view the circumstances and customs of 
the country. It is well known that Orientals were accustomed 
to step irUo the water on all occasions, whether of washing^ 
or taking up water in their hands to drink, or the like. Their- 
dress about their feet was such as not to hinder the custom, 
and their warm cUmate made it pleasant. As they were 
moving on in a journey, they came to ^^ some water" [for 
that is the literal rendering.] For baptism they must go to 
the water ; as that could be done more conveniently than water 
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could be brought to them. It was also natural ^md agreea- 
ble to the habits of the people. Now the question is, whether 
their doing what they naturally would do to baptize by pour- 
ing, proves that they baptized another way, and by immersion t 
If there were no occasion for stepping into the water, except 
the convenience of immersion, there would be some force in 
the Immersers' inference. But when there was an actual 
necessity for going into the water, in order to baptize in gny 
wmf, their going into it can be no proof that they baptized by 
immernott. 

We have an actual occurrence, which capitally illustrates 
this point. A Methodist minister and an Imnierser, a few 
weeks since, in Charlestown, were baptizing at the same time 
and place, by the water^s side. The Immerser took his can- 
didate, and while going down, said, ''And they went down 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch'' — and after im- 
mersing him, he came out, saying by the way, ''And they 
came up out of the water. ' ' Some of the spectators doubtless 
listened thus far, as to oracular proof of the necessity of im- 
mersion. Next the Methodist minister took his candidate, 
and went down into the water, repeating the same words — ^ 'And 
they went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch," 
and then took water and poured it upon his candidate, (ac- 
cording to the frequent practice of that sect,) and came up 
repeating — ^^And they came up out of the water, both Philip 
and the eunuch.^ ^ So it was seen that the words of ScripturQ 
were as pertinent to one case as the other, and that one may 
do all that Philip is said to have done, without immersing. 
* As the Immersers' argument rests so much on the fancied 
import of the words " into" and " out of," it may be proper 
here to introduce the testimony of Prof. Ripley, of the New- 
ton. Theological Seminary. In his note on Matt. iii. 16, he 
aajTs:— "Ott^ of the water — ^The preposition here translated 
" out of,^^ has the more general signification of the word from; 
and would be suitable, whether the sacred writer meant to 
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My that Jesus came out from tke water, i. e. from. vnlAm the 
riyer to the shore ; or, that he came from the water, i. e. 
retired from the bank of the river to another place. This 
preposition, then, in itself furnishes no decision in respect to 
the manner of the ordinance. ' ' Here is an Immerser's conces- 
sion, that the preposition fixes nothing. But the verb [av«^, 
*' went up^'] does of itself settle the question. If immersion 
had been the way, that verb should have had the force of 
emerge. But it is incapable of such a meaning ; and we chal- 
lenge any one, out of the numerous instances of its use, to find 
one where it has this meaning. 

Inquirer. It is one of the plainest cases, that it is imposu- 
ble to make it certain that the euniich was immersed. 

Teacher. That is enough for our purpose. If the BiUe 
has left the mode of applying water in uncertainty^ no man 
has a right to require me to act as though it were certain that 
immersion is the mode. No one is justified in shuttiag me 
from the Lord^s table, because my guesses as to the mode will 
not run in the same line with his. But the probabilities are, in 
fact, against immersion in this case* They lock the first water 
which they found. It was no river ; for if it was, the narra- 
tive would have said so. But it only says, they came to 
^^some water, ^^ [rt u^»^,] just as it would have sai4 if il were 
the smallest quantity, and just as it would not have said if it 
were a river. Both geography and history show that it was 
not a river. Hierome, who lived several years at Jerusar 
*Iem, and was well acquainted with the country, reports that 
about twenty miles from Jerusalem, in the road towards He- 
bron, there is a village called Bethsoron, near to which is a 
mountain, at the bottom or foot whereof is a spring, where the 
Acts of the Apostles relate that the Ethiopian was baptised by 
Philip. Eusebius reported the same. Beda, some hundred 
years afUrwards, reported the said village then remaining, 
consenting with Eusebius and Hierome as to the baptisia of 
the eunuch in the spring. A modem traveller, Sandjrs, i 
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tionB this passage by BethsoroB, where he say»«->'* We saw 
the fountain whose pleasant waters are forthwith drunk up by 
the earth that produced^ them. There they say Philip bap- 
tized the eunuch ; whereupon it retains the name of the Ethi* 
opian fountain." 

Now on which side are the probabilities ? Greography , his* 
tory, tradition and the inspired narrative are silent as to any 
river existing where they were. But that there was this 
spring, or fountain, standing alone in a dry and desert land, we 
have this positive evidence^ In view of all the facts of the 
case, see how much the ImmersOr has to rely on guesses for 
the substance of his argument from this case, so much quoted 
by him. He guesses that Philip immersed the eunuch ; and 
to support this guess, he must guess again that there was a 
river where we know there was none. Then he must guess 
that the eunuch exposed his nakedness to Philip, and Philip 
exposed Ids nakedness to the eunuch — or he must guess that 
Philip, trafelling on foot, had come provided with a change 
of garments, contrary to Christ's advice to his first missionar 
ries, not to take two coats apiece— or he must guess that 
Philip went io for immersing with his only dress on. 

Inquirer. It seems clear, that either oi these assumptions 
is a guess against probability. Besides, Philip was caught 
away ^* imn^iatefy^^ after the Vaptism; and it is not likely 
that he was caught away either baked or dripping wet, and 
^set down in the • streets of the city of Azotus ; whence, we . 
read, he went forth preaching the gospel. It is manifestly 
unjust to exclude one firom the Lord's table because he cannot 
join in such a guess. But as this is an important case, can 
we not gather light from some other Scripture, ]j^hich taaj 
indicate that Philip did or did not practise immersion ? 

Teacher. YeSi The very passage which the eunuch was 
reading,, Isa. lii. 16, says—" He shaU sprinkle man jr nations."* 

* The Hebrew word, yazza, translated shall sprinkle^ occurs in sev- 
eral other passages, in which it can mean nothing else than sprinkle. 

6* 
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The «iiiiaeh was one of these many nations. This pfohably 
suggested a conyersation on baptism, and led to his request to 

For instance, Exodus xxix. 21 : " And thou shall take of the blood 
that is upon the altar and of the anointing oil and sprirJde it upon 
Aaron," &c. Ley. iv. 6 : " And the priest shall dip his finger in the 
UmkI, and sprinkle of the blood seyen times." Ley. v. 9': " And he 
shall 9prinJde of the blood of the sin-ofiering npon the side of ikm 
altar. " Ley. xiy . 7 : " And he shall sprinkle upon him that is cleansed 
from the leprosy seyen times." Indeed, aside from the Septuagint 
itself, we can get from no source any shadow of a warrant for trans- 
lating it as the Septuagint has done. Michaelis gives the word m 
this passage the sense of sprinkle, and thus fenders the phrase in 
Latin— ^' Sic adsperget gentes multas et yalidas." 

The Rey. Dr. Jenks has fayored us with the following note ftam. 
Vitringa : 

" Isa. iii. 15 : ' So shall he sprinkle many nations.' This is a counter- 
part to the former clause, and exhibits the glorious state of the Messiah, 
as opposed to his humiliation. The Jews themselyes confess and teach 
that the prophet here declares : * As his degradation, or wretdiedBBss 
and suffering, was in an extreme degree; in an equally ex^me de- 
gree will be his exaltation ;' forming thus a comparison between the 
two conditions. 

« The Hebrew word here used has uniformly the meaning, m Scrip- 
ture, of sprinkling. The idea is purely eyangelical, to be alone explained 
1^ the mystery of the gospel, and economy of the kingdom of Jssus 
Ghbxst, in this place of most easy and appropriate tntezpretationt 
which, tha c it should not be understood by the Jews,« who study with a 

" • In a note, Vitringa levletvs tht opiniont of CFr»fiiM, Z/^mpereur', A bar- 
banel and Aks. Mor$, chiefly foUowing tliB Septuagint, and giving the idea of 
* affecting tlie nations with wonder,' or of ' acattering tliem,' and adds : 'Aaut 
the first opinion, is it probable f Why is darkness coreted, in tlie midst of light % 
As to tiM second, I say, that the reraion ia absurd, whether you look at the idea, 
or the fiMst. The idea is nniibrady givaa of a liquid (water or Mood) wiUi 
which a thing or person is sprinkled. Has this anything in oodmioa with tha 
dispersion of enemies conquered in battle? As to the fact : did Jbsus Cubist 
disperse the nations he came to save % Did he not rather collect them V Abar* 
banel is then quoted as raftrring to ba. Iziii. 3, to susUin his opiniott, and 
ESmehif the fiither and aon, explaining the paasage in tha sense of dtatiJliag^ 
ascribed to language, thus of indoctrinating. [As MoseSf 'my speech shall 
distil as the dew.'] Then ha subjoins, * Header, lament with me, that tha pure 
and chaste word of Gkid should bo exposed so much to the sport of hitman im* 
agination, obscuring its glory and power: not indeed always because af Igno- 
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be bapliaed. Having learned that Christ was to sprinkle 
many nations, he would not have been willing to be immersed, 

diversified but fruitless effort to twist its meaning into something else, 
I do not wonder; but that Christian interpreters, and those who love 
the gospel, when they distinctly see that nothing can now be spoken 
more truly of Christ, nor more in agreement with his discipline, 
should yet sssign other senses to the passage, I greatly wonder. Is 
it tbst we deny Isaiah to have been so perfectly illuminated by the 
Spirit, as lo have fully unveiled the whole mystery of the gospel? 
God forbid ! The next sentence will teach us, that he eaw all that 
the history declares befel Christ Jesus, however paradoxical the 
events were. The sense of this passage is clear, plain, certain ; that 
CaxisT Jesus will apply the virtue of the blood shed by him, as the 
Oteat High Priest of the house of God, to the purification of the con- 
seienoes of many and great nations, and to their illumination and sanc- 
tiiication ; and that he will afford them the justification obtained for 
them by his obedience unto blood, as he interprets his meaning after- 
wards, in ch. Iviii. 11; but that these nations who believe in him 
ahall receive the sign of this benefit, and profess their faith in baptism^ 
to be instituted by the command of Jssus Christ, and to be adminis- 
tesed by his apostles and servants — ^this baptism sealing to those who 
profieas Chbibt, the same which was formerly signified by the vari- 
ous purifications^ under the ancient economy, made by washing or 
aprmkUngi ibr these modes are equivalent .each t« the other. So in 
Elzekiel, ch. xxxvi. 26 : ' And I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean.* But Peter, in his first epistle, ch. i. 2, and the 
apostle to the Hebrews, x. 22, xii. 24, use the very word sprinkle, and 
the phrase, sprinkling of the blood of Christ, which is the idea in 
Isaiah. For the word here rendered sprinkle, and which is used ia 
Levit. iv. 6, and in Num. viii. 7, refers chiefly to the act of a high 
priest, who sprinkles upim the people the blood of a victim offered for 
them, in order to purify them : since to sprihkle anything with blood 
is to apply its virtue for purification. Compare Eph. v. 26, with 
Tit. ii. 14. Thus the glorifying of Jssus Christ among the Gen- 
tiles, given to him for an inheritance, was to begin. The jnstifi- 

rance, Ctr this might plsad an excuse, after diligent efiEbrts had been made ; but 
because of prejudices arising from incredulity, or the wavering and unatabla 
Jodgment of the multitude. It is water, here, which creates a difliculty witk 
Jewish expositors, as they cannot mdce the tpritMing of it agree with tay of 
their hypetheees. But why de Christians avoid the light that here shtaies 1 * 
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but would choose to follow the way of Christ, as fcnetold by- 
Isaiah. We are well aware that Inunersers, in their natural 
anxiety to evade the point of this argument, find fault with 
our translators for following the original Hebrew in this place, 
and not preferring the translation of the Seventy. But thai 
evasion is insufficient. 

Inquiiler. Your argument, if 1 understand it, does not 
depend on that allusion, while, if that allusion be indeed a 
piophecy of baptism, it brings decisive confirmation to it. 
. Teacher. We will turn now to the baptism of the Philip- 
plan jailer. Acts xvi. 33. Where did it take place? Not in 
his own house — ^for we are told, that after the transaction he 
brought Paul and Silas into his house. If we follow the 
tecord, we find that it took place in the prison — ^where to aap« 
pose there was a bath, or other- convenience for immersion, 
were against all probability. The narrative favors the suppo- 
sition that the washing of the stripes and the baptism were 
done at the same place, and by water procured by similar 
means. And we sha^ not be condemned at the day of judg^ 
ment, if we are shut out from the Lord's table for not being 
able to guess that there was a bath in that prison, or to guess 
that they resorted to it, when the record hints nothing of the 
kind. If we suppose that the jailer was baptized with a por- 
tion of the same water brought to wash the stripes, we have 
only one supposition, and that natural, simple, and favored by 
the narrative. But they who contend that he was immersed, 
must first guess that he was ; and then prop up that guess by 
guessing again that there was a bath in prison, a luxury not 
usually granted to prisoners, especially by unmerciful pagans. 
And then they must guess that they left the inner prison and 

cation obtained by ihe Messidii was to be furniihed and applied to them, 
for iiluminatioa, purification, riglileousnessi and Ufe. 

YxTBiHOAi in loco. 

" It were well, perhaps, to ask, if the word < sprinkle,' in this passage, 
had been 'immerse,' whether iu authority would not have been final, 
in sealing the mode. W.J." 
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leflortod to it — or they must guess that tiie jail^ and kis whole 
&mily, and Paul and Silas reeking with their wounds, wesit 
out at midnight to some river, expressly against the orders of 
the magistrate to the jailer to keep them Mkfely. Now those 
who prefer to hang on suek a string of guesses, may do it ; 
hut let them banish none from the Lord's table for not taking 
their guesses for holy writ. 

Inquirer. I suppose you would dispose of the case of the 
baptism of Saul much in the same way. 

Teacher. Not a circumstance in that case fayors immei^ 
sion, but enenfthing looks the other tan/, and shows that he re- 
ceived such a baptism as he might receive in the room where he 
was. He was sick and weak. And all that is told us is, that 
while confined to his room, blind, faint, and fasting, Ananbs 
on entering the house said to him^ — '^ Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, 
hath sent me that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his 
eyes as it had been scales, and he received sight forthwith, 
and arose and was baptized." Now we have here one entire 
scene. The coming in of Ananias — the salutation — ^the re- 
moving of the blindness — his rising from his couch of sickness, 
and his baptism, are all one scene, occurring in the same time 
and place. These small particulars are given, and it is in- 
caredible that a circumstance so important as going out or car- 
rying out a sick man for immersion is omitted. Indeed, where 
the Bible intimates no such thing, we have no right to say 
that they went out. 

But to maintain his position, the Immerser must guess that 
there was a river or a bath near at hand — ^guess that a sick 
man rose from his couch, after eating or drinking nothing for 
ttiree days, and was yet able to bear the fatigue of walking 
the distance to and fro, and the exposure of the immersion. 
And do such guesses come near enough to certainty to justify 
the pernicious eonsequences of the close communion principle ! 
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' The next case is that of Cornelius, Acts x. Here is on 
entire absence of any intimatian of immersion. Peter says — 
*' Can any man forbid ivater, that these should not be bap- 
tized, who have received the Holy Ghost as vvell as we?" 
He does not ask — Can any man forbid us going to the river? 
but, can any one forbid water, to be brought and applied to 
their baptism on the spot ? In his rehearsal of the affair to his 
brethren afterwards, he told them that as he began to preach, 
the Holy Ghoat fdl on [mark the expression] the Gentiles as 
on the Jews at the beginning. ' This called to mind, he says, 
the word of the Lord, how that he said — John indeed baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 
Here you see that the pouring out and the faUing on of the 
Holy Ghost is called baptism, and reminded Peter of baptism. 
And Peter, being thus reminded of the Lord's baptism, would 
not go right away and baptize in a different way. And then 
he baptized ''^with water^^ [v/^n, the dative of the instrument 
without a preposition] and not in the water. From an exam- 
ination of the case, all the probabilities are against immersion. 
That there was iouneision here, is a guess without a shadow 
of a foundation. 

We have now examined all the passages* which have any 
material bearing on the question. And we will here make 
two general remarks. (1.) The apostles were wont to baptize 
on the spot where the occasion for baptizing occurred. If 
they were in prison, they baptized in prison ; if on a journey, 
they used the water by the way-side ; if in a sick-room, they 
baptized there. And we never read of their going out to find 
a convenient place for inimersing — a very singular fact if they 
always immersed. And neither do we ever read of a change 
of garments in baptizing. (2.) Those baptized were said to 
have been baptized not in but with water. The water is made 
the instrument with whidi, and not the element in which, 
they were baptized. 

We will next state a few objections to immersion : 
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1. It does not so well agree with the main design and im- 
port of baptism — ^i. e. purifying by an influence poured out. 

2. It does not harmonize with the simplicity of the Gospel. 

3. It cannot be administered in all times and places where 
baptism is desirable. 

4. It is oilen cumbrous and inconvenient. 

5. It favors the Popish conceit of the eflSeacy of penance, 
ill that it lays stress on overcoming the natural repugnance to 
such a mode, in the idea that in it consbts the taking up of 
the cross. 

6. It is indelicate. We are aware that the mention of this 
objection is taken with offence. Yet it ils one which ought to 
be urged, and will have*^ influence with serious and unbiassed 
minds.. It violates a natural and healthful sense of propriety, 
for females to expose, themselves in water, with and before 
the other sex. Though modesty forbids the statement of this 
objection in all its force, it is enough to say, that the sacrifice 
of female modesty, in a religious rite, is an ofiering not re- 
quired at our hands. 

These reasons, since immersion is not commanded^ would 
of themselves lead us to seek some other mode. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

The suggestion which is frequently made, that one had 
better be immersed at any rate, **/<?r then fie will be sure to 
be right, *^ deserves some notice. 

If by being right is meant the following of the scriptural 
mode, one by being immersed will be sure to be wrong. But 
the main objection to that suggestion is that it assumes that 
the question is only about the quantity of water needful to be 
applied ; whereas the doctrine of the Immersers involves a 
principle, which sunders the union of the church, and divides 
the house of God against itself. It is not with you simply 
the question whether more or less water shall be used in your 
baptism. But if you are immersed, you must adopt Immer- 
sers* principles, to wit, that immersion only is baptism, and 
deny the baptism of all not immersed, and exclude them from 
the Lord's table. You must pronounce the act of your bap- 
tism in infancy a solemn farce, and trample on that covenant, 
which perhaps has been the cord of love, to bring you to 
Christ. Or, if you have not been baptized, and in that case 
prefer immersion, the inference is that you do it from prin- 
ciple, since that is not the mode which convenience suggest*. 
And the principle on which you prefer it, is understood to be 
that another mode is not baptism. So that when you consent 
to be immersed, it is understood, unless some circumstances 
indicate the contrary, that you put your hand and seal to the 
avowal, that all churches, but those of Immersers, are walk- 
ing disorderly, making an unauthorized use of Christian ordi- 
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naooea, aad ore Tirtaally intrading, with nnhiiUowed leet, 
where Kerah, Dathan, and Abirain weot. 

And you would not only unchurch a majority of the people 
of God, font you would unchurch yourself and your immersing 
brethren. For if immersion only is baptism, then the Im- 
mersers of this country have taken their baptism from the 
unbaptiiKed! The first person immersed here was Roger 
Williams. He was originally a Pedobaptist, and was im- 
mersed by a layman, Ezekiel Holyman, and then he immersed 
Mr. Holyman, a^d the rest of his church. Most of the im- 
mersions which have since taken place in this country, trace 
their pedigree to these cases. But Mr. Williams soon made 
the discovery that he had unchurched himself, and frankly 
confessed to his church that, he had misled them — and was 
00^ competent to administer baptism. And now what did 
he do? Did he go to one who had been. baptized by immer- 
sion in a true line of apostolical succession ? Alas, he knew 
of none such in the world ! Learned man as he was, he 
could not find such a lineage of Immersers, though less 
learned men in later times pretend to find them ! He was 
driven, by his views of consistency to his immersing principles, 
to. declare that Christian ordinances had been lost, and there 
was no church in the world, and could not be, till other 
apostles should come, with miraculous powers. For the 
rest of his life, therefore, he separated firom all churches. 
Disguise it as you may, this is the necessary result of^ the 
close communion immersing principle. So that, so &t from 
being sure of being right, in adopting this principle, you are 
sure to be wrong; and avow a principle which makes all 
Christiaas^ wrong, and all churches no churches. 

Close communion and immersion, as usually held, are one 
and the same principle. And the consent to be immersed^ 
takes a fearful sweep. It by necessary consequence makes 
one an assailant of the peace and unity of the church. It 
compels him to deny the validity of the baptism of most pro- 
6 
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feemng Christians, and to bring his own into serions qnestioB. 
It involves the necessity of holding that all 'PedobapliBi 
dtuiches are no churches, and their ministers no ministero ; 
and yet under such circumstances as compel most Immerseis 
to waver in that denial. It compels one to take the ground 
that most of the Lord's children have no right to the Lord's 
table — ^that most of those who have spiritual communion 
with Christ, may not have sacramental communion with him 
— ^that most of those who feed on Christ, may not feed on the 
appointed emblems of him — ^that most of those destined to sit 
at the marriage-supper of the Lamb, must be driven from the 
sacramental supper. 

If you become an Immerser, you also take up a principle 
that wars against Christian love. The Immerser claims credit 
for consistency to his principles, in proportion as he drives the 
war of extermination against all other sects, which in his 
esteem are no churches of Christ. Though few Inmien* 
ers fully act out their principles in this particular, this prin* 
ciple has given their sect a character, which is generally 
allowed to be, above all others, given to proselytism. The 
most odious forms and measures of proselyting have their 
justification in the close communion principle, which makes 
all other churches no churches. If one pronounces kll Ped<^ 
baptists aliens from the coounonwealth of Israel, and strangenr 
to the covenants of promise — ^unbaptized, unfit to come to the 
Lord's table — ^if one feels prompted to use measures of prose- 
lyting, from which most others would shrink, to build his sect 
on the ruins of others — ^if he more than insinuates, where he 
may do it successfully, that one must be immersed or be 
damned, and thus carries his point by overmastering the fears 
of the weak and confiding — ^if one feels bound to do what 
Balaam dared not do, and pronounce accursed whom God 
has not cursed, he retreats behind bis principle of unmer- 
tton. Consistency to that requires it all. But that must 
be a pernicious principle, that engenders such pemioious 
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eoDflecttieiioes. Is one so sure of being right if he adopts 
it? 

l\en what practical advantage does this principle offer, to 
eompeosate for all its evil. Does it give us better hopes of 
heaven ? Does it lead to the formation of better Christian 
character? Does, it foster a higher spirit of obedience I 
These axe questions touching matters of fact, which each one 
can answer for himself. Were we to test the matter by 
lelerence to the cause of Foreign Missions, we might, in one . 
particuUr, get tangible results. The Immersers claim to be 
the largest denomination in the United States ; of course it 
must be larger than that of the Congregationalists, together 
with that portion of the Presbyterians which sustain the 
American Board of Missions. Yet how do the two .boards 
compare? The Immersers' board raises and expends but 
about one fifth as much annually, as does that of the '* un- 
baptized '' Congregationalists and Presbyterians. If the spirit 
of benevolence is any test of principle, we see in this partic- 
ular no advantage from immersion. 

Or does immersion show its superior advantages, in tts 
influence on civil society t We take you to Rhode Island, a 
icommunity whose infancy was cradled by the immersing prin- 
eiplci Its institutions and the early formation of its character 
were about as much affected by that principle, as the institu- 
tions and character of Massachusetts and Connecticut were 
afi^cted by the contrary principle. And, to say the least, 
jio powerful persuasive to immersion comes from Rhode 
Island. 

But it is said, that Immersers have been prosperous and sue- 
4)essful ; and this is drawn into an argument in defence of their 
principle. What desirable prosperity they have had, however, 
Biay be more owing to the cardinal principles of the gospel 
in their hands than to their use of this party -shibboleth. 
Yet success in building up a sect is a doubtful test of the dis- 
tinctive principles of that sect. For Papists and Mormons 



y Google 



61 . HIHTS TO AN INQUIRER. 

migkt we such aa argument to good efioct. All o^er tilings 
being equal, success in building a sect, should be in some 
propottion to exertions made,; and if the exertions of Im- 
mersers to enlist recruits from other sects, outstrip those of 
a]l others, should not their success be in some proportion to 
their efforts! 

They hav^ also had special advantage for gathering the 
lambs from Pedobaptist flocks. A public sentiment has 
greatly prevailed among Gongregationalists against publicly 
discussing the Imraersers' errors; and indeed against all 
efforts, even for self^efence, against proselytism. A large 
class among us are ready to frown upon all efforts of the 
kind. \ Their disgust at the proselytism of the Inunersers, has 
made, them overnscrupulous, lest we should imbibe their 
spirit, in attempting a defence against them. This has in a 
great measure paralyzed efforts on our part, and given Immeta^ 
ers an advantage which they have not been slow to use. 
But Immersers have no clogs of this sort. Who ever heard 
of an Immerser reproved by Immersers for defending die 
principles of his sect— or even for furious onsets on other 
sects? 

This difference leads to another. By ihis state of things k 
has come about that most Immersing ministers, however 
deficient in other particulars, have concentrated their main 
strength on the subject of baptism ;. and so have their argti- 
ment at their tongue's end, and (what is more important) 
are familiar with all the little tactics of proseljrtism. Bat 
Pedobaptist ministers, taught to feel that they have less use 
for thorough knowledge on this subject, are in a way to cul- 
tivate t^at knowledge leas. It is felt to be more important to 
preach so as to convert shiners, than to preach so as to pro- 
vent their running into Anabaptism. And because they have 
thus felt and acted, Immersers have seized on the &ct, as an 
occasion to represent that Pedobaptists, generally, do not 
understand the subject ; and have not examined it — and do so 
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and so merely because their fathers did : and whatever ahow 
of truth they are able to throw around this representation, m 
very useful to their sinister purpose. Hence, too, it is often, 
and with great confidence asserted, among Immersers, that 
Pedoiiaptist ministers are not sincere in their belief. There 
is, indeed, good reason for believing that the more general 
idea of Immersers, as to us, is, that we practise Fedobap- 
tism, and refuse immersion, against the convictions of our 
judgment and conscience. This persuasion, so potent for 
popul^ effect, has originated partly, perhaps, from the 
proselyting industry of the others, and partly from our com- 
parative indifference as to defending our principles. Our fear 
to err on the side of proselytism, has been construed into a 
disbelief of our principles, and an impression, highly mis- 
chievous, has been produced. Our ministers have been made 
to feel that it is next to a sin to resist aggressive efforts, and 
show any zeal in attachment to our distinctive principles. 
Some of our writers on the subject, from a desire to show a 
generous and liberal spirit, have made unwarrantable con- 
cessions. Preaching on the subject has been too much dis- 
couraged. In revivals of religion, ministers have given place 
to the grossest proselyting efforts, fearing to check the revi- 
val by restraining them. With all these advantages and 
exertions, the wonder is, that Inunersers have not made more 
progress than they have. 

If our principles are worth defending, public sentiment 
among us should be so far correct as to allow of the labor 
of defence, and not to go into spasms at the occurrence of 
"iCONTROVKRST *' ou the subjcct. Our ministers, also, must 
make themselves ^.miliar with the points of the argument, and 
ike best modes of presenting them. It is not sufficient that 
they study the subject enough to satisfy their own minds. 
It is their, duty to preserve their people from being seduced 
into a pernicious error ; and for this purpose they need to 
understand not only the truth, but also all the taetics by 
6* 
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wkiek the truth is assailed. Disagreeable as the duty may 
be, he is an unfaithful servant who, in this day, shrinks 
from it. Private Christians, too, have duties in relation to 
this subject, the nature of which may be learned from tho 
shape of the efforts put forth by many of the members of im- 
mersing churches ; and, uncongenial as they are, these duties 
laust be done, unless we are willing to suffer " the way of 
tnith to be eril spoken of." 
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TkB Baptismal Qubstion.— A Rbvibw of thb Rev. Messrs. Cooxb and 

TOWIfB'S HiKTS TO AN iNaUIRER ON THB SUBJECT OP BaPTISM. By WiL- 

LiAM Haoub, Pastor op the Federal Street Baptist Chitrcu.— Boston : 
Gould, Kendall k Lincoln, 59 Washington Street. 1842. 

Advertisement.— The pamphlet lo which I have here furnished a Reply, 
was issued yesterday. On Saturday last, I first saw public notice given of the 
repuUication in this form of some numbers from the columns of the " Puritan." 
Of those numbers I had heard, but had not read them. A friend sent them to me ; 
I read them on that day, and have this week prepared an answer. I mention 
this to show the reason of my noticing only one of the two authors, whose 
names are on the pamphlet before me. It having been publicly announced that 
the Rev. Mr. Towne was the sole author, I wrote under that Impression. I 
bare chosen to refer to him alone moreover, because I should not have noticed the 
book at all, had I not learned that it was from the pen of one of our city pastors ; 
and as the matter now stands before the public, he is as responsible for one part 
of the production as the other. 

BuLFiNCB Street, ) 
Thursday, May 26, 1842. \ 

Rbvibw.— There is one feature of this pamphlet which will certainly be 
pleasing to every reader; tliat is, the tone of sincerity which animates it. The 
author writes like one who not only feels an interest in his subject, but also a 
conviction of the truth of his own statements. He takes a clear and decided 
position, and risks his whole cause upon a single issue. This we like. It is 
coming to the point. It exhibits the manliness inspired by sincere belief. It is 
trae, here and there, we are forced to pause, and ask, "Is it possible for an 
intelligent Christian and scholar to believe this V* Yet the language and spirit 
of the whole production set the question aside, and lead us to the conclusion 
that he has written from his heart as well as his intellect ; that he " believes, 
and therefore speaks." 

It is not for the sake of paying a compliment, that we make this remark, but 
because we are really pleased, when commencing a discussion, to feel that we 
have to do with a sincere man. It is not always so. In reading controversial 
writings, one's feelings are often ruffled by the impression constantly recurring, 
that this or that is said merely for elfect, and rather from the spirit of " partial- 
ity and hypocrisy," than a deep conviction of its justness. We are aware that 
a man may be sincere in defending error as well as truth ; and that when 
through inadvertence, or prejudice of education, or want of sufficient knowledge, 
he has adopted one wrong principle, it may lead him into a thousand absurdi- 
ties, yet it smooths the path of controversy, to believe that you have an honest 
opponent Frail as Mr. Towne's argument really is, untenable as his position 
appears to be when sound philology pours its light around it. he undoubtedly 
thinks it strong ; and if he venture forth into this field of aiscussion with a 
bolder step and an air of greater confidence than many of 'his predecessors, it is 
because he sees less clearly than they the difficulties which ace before him, 
and the perils which beset his path. A man's confidence that he is right, 
sometimes arises firom the limitation of his viewa 

Nevertheless, it must be admitted that this exhibition of a sincerity of belief, 
is blended with a strong glow of denominational antipathy. This appears at 
the outset, in refusing to apply to the Baptists the name by which they are 
usually designated. The reason assigned for this is, that it would imply a con- 
cession that thev alone properly baptize. Hence, he insists on calling them 
" louoersers." Now this denotes a morbid state of mind, which would be very 
likely to bias his judgment, and unfit him for an impartial investigation. He, 
who cannot give to a denomination of Christians the name by which they have 
been long known in a community, and among difierent nations, is ill prepared 
to do justice to their cause. If such a mode of attack were followed out, the 
mouths of different sects would be filled with contemptuous epithets. With 
equal reason, the Baptists might say, we will not call the Congregationalists by 
the name which they have assumed, for wq also are Congregationalists ; and to 
do so, would imply a concession that they have an exclusive right to the name. 
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With the same reason we might say it of the Independents in England; as if 
yielding the name, implied that all other churches were in a state of subjection 
to a hierarchy. Just so too we might refuse to speak of the Episcopalians by 
their usual designation, on the ground that it involved a concession that thej 
alone have bishops ; and believing that in the scriptural sense, we have bishops 
as well as they, we might insist on calling them Diocesans. But what would 
be the consequence of all this ? Nothing but strife, bitterness and mutual dis- 
respect. Let us have nothing to do with such childish bickering. The apostle 
Peter places the practice of courtesy in the list of Christian duties ; and if we have 
aught of its spirit, we will yield to each denomination the name by which it is 
usually known, and beware how we " strive about words to no profit." 

With Mr. Towne's " preliminary thoughts," we think the Biaptists will cor- 
dially agree. He says, " a divine simplicity characterises the New Testamect 
institution, and it is contrary to the genius of the gospel, to lay great stress oa 
outward rites. It rather invites the main solicitudes upon ordering the heart 
and life." In such a sentiment, it might be expected that the Baptists would 
heartily accord, since they liave long been distinguished for maintaining the 
SPIRITUALITY of the Christian religion, and showing that none have a right to 
baptism at all, until they have repented of sin, and yielded their hearts to God. 
For this they have been persecuted for ages past in Europe. In the reign of 
Henry VIII., as Bishop Burnet tells us, a national creed was issued, approved 
by "the whole clergy of the realm," declaring that " infants must needs be 
christened, because they be born in original sin, which cannot be remitted 
without baptism, whereby they receive the Holy Ghost." The Baptists of that 
day could not assent to this, but defended the doctrine of infant salvation in all 
iu breadth, and were exposed to the censure of all the Pedobaptists of England, 
for declaring that there is no difference " between the infant of a Christian and 
a Turk," but that both might be saved without baptism. 

Equally ready am I to assent to another preliminary remark, that the gospel 
does not *' lay stress on the mode of an external rite." I have never contended 
for any particular mode of baptism, but for the rite itself; for that which is 
essential to its very nature ; for that which the word used in the commission 
of our Lord positively enjoins. If sprinkling were a mode of baptism, I should 
never think of practising immersion. It would be a gross absurdity to do it, 
and a sin to urge it on the conscience of a Christian convert, if sprinkling a 
few drops of water on the forehead, would really meet the demand of tha 
word in the baptismal statute. If the word baptize in the Greek Testament 
does not denote the act of immersion, or dipping, in distinction from other 
modes of applying a liquid, the foundation of the Baptist argument is not 
laid in solid rock, but on a shifting quicksand. I am glad therefore that Mr. 
Towne has defined his position so cleariy as he ha3 done, in declaring that tha 
word bapfizo does not denote any particular use of water, but all possible ways 
in which it can be applied ; that in the New Testament it evidently means to 
sprinkle ; and. (to quote his phrase with all the emphasis with which he has 
printed it,) " THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST GROUND TO SUPPOSE 
THAT ANY INSPIRED MINISTER EVER BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION.'* 
Let him make this clear on the same principles on which we ascertain the 
meaning of other words in the English or any other language in the world, and 
I pledge myself at once to abjure immersion forever, and to receive sprinkling 
at his hand. 

Meamino op thb Word. 

It Is evident at a glance, that the turning point in this controversy is the 
meaning of the Greek word baptizu, which stands in our Bibles with an Eng- 
lish termination. The circumstances connected with the administration of the 
rite, the places chosen, such as Jordan and Enon, the force of the Greek prepo- 
sitions eis and ek, which express a descent itUo and a rising up out of the 
water as definitely as any prepositions in the Greek language Cfin ao it ; are ail ' 
stxongly corroborative of our position that the act of baptism denoted by the 
term in Christ's commission, is properly and adequately translated into English 
by the word immersion which comos from the Latin, or by the word dipping 
of Anglo-Saxon origin. Nevertheless, if it can be clearly proved befbrshMO 
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that the active rerb baptizo, the name of an action, is, when used with refer* 
ence to water, so indeterminate aa not to denote any particular kind of action, 
but rather all possible modes of use of which water is susceptible, from that or 
a single drop to an ocean, then it follows, — that however much of doubt the cir- 
cumstances and prepositions might occasion to tender consciences, the baptis- 
mal law from the lips of Christ, contained in the commission, presents a great 
^variety of modes to the choice of the individual, or leaves it, as the Pope of 
Bome would say, to be determined by church authority. The common sense 
of manlcind, has always determined that the language of law should be definite; but 
this supposition attributes to the great Legislator of the church, language the 
most vague and indeterminate. The main question is, whether the word used 
by Christ, to enjoin baptism, in the last exercise of his legislation on earth, in 
givinf that commission which is binding " to the end of the world," denotes a ' 
tpecijic act or not. If it does not, then there is no lato which certainly holds 
us to immersion, or defines what act the Saviour meant, whetlier it. were the 
application of water to the head or the feet, the fttce or the hands. If it does, 
then all objections drawn from supposed difficulties, or improbabilities, or from 
the greater convenience of sprinkling, are no more to be regarded as arguments, 
than those questions which skeptics sometimes ask in order to throw discredit 
on the very letter and spirit of revelation. 

Now this great question, " What sort of action does the word baptizo de- 
note V* Mr. Towne approaches in a very curious way. It is worth while to 
mark it well, to see now sophistry may lead captive a confiding reader. He 
says, " All agree that baptism is water applied by a proper person to a proper 
person in the name of the Trinity. This much is fixed and settled." This 
broad, ve^e definition of baptism is very unscholarlike in a discussion where 
the meaning of the chief term is to be settled. Baptism is the name of some 
kind of action or other, and has nothing to do in itself considered with the char- 
acter of the administrator or the subject, the invocation of the Trinity, or any 
particular element, whether it be oil or wine, or blood or water. After the 
meaning of the term is settled, then if the (juestion should arise, what is 
involved in the performance of the Christian institute of baptism, the above 

Juotation would be a just reply. What would be thought of the philology of a 
e w, if he were asked, what is the meaning of the word sprinkle, and he should 
reply, it denotes the striking of the blood of a lamb, upon the door posts of a 
house by a proper person at a proper time, to commemorate a great deliverance 7 
This would be a queer definition of a word which is the name of an action, but 
would do very well as an answer to another question, namely, "what is 
involved in God's ordinance of passover sprinkline?" Yet Mr. T. goes on to 
say, "You will settle it therefore whether immersion alone, is baptism at all. 
If I M from a ship's side and am thoroughly immersed— is that baptism ? No. 
Or if men immerse me by force — is that baptism ? No. Or if I am immersed 
bv my own consent, but not in the name of the Trinity— is that baptism ? 
No. Well then, neither immersion, nor the use of water in any way is bap- 
tism ; WHICH is SOMETHING MORE." p. 6. Now what absurdity is here ! 
Why, if baptism be immersing, and especially if it be any application of water, 
then all this is baptism, though not Christ's ordinance of baptism. In the 
very same chapter he speaks of the pharisaic washings of hands, cups and 
couches, aa real baptism, in the New Testament use of the term. And so they 
were, as we shall show, though not Christ's ordinance. WHfnce arises this 
confusion f whence this effort to confound the name of an action, with all the 
circumstances of an ordinance ? Evidently from a disposition to lead the in- 

Sirer's mind away from the point at issue, and to get scope enough to put 
LP the word, baptizo, all that vast variety of meaning which will subject the 
Saviour's rite to the caprice of every applicant, and give the dignity of its name 
to every way of applying water which the human imagination may suggest. 

This is evident from the terms in which Mr. T. announces the ultimate con- 
clusion at which he thinks he has arrived. " If the word therefore denotes the 
application of water in divers ways, it is indeterminate, like our word wash, 
and does not define any one way in which the water shall be applied in the religious 
rite. This conclusion is immovable. We have sustained it by a multitude of 
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ezain|il68 cited before ; and that all lexicographers concur in it, no intelligent 
Immeratr totll deny." 

NOW THIS IS TOE VERY THING WHICH I DO DENY. Here Is a quea- 
tion of fact: Do all the lexicographers agree in aaying that the word is indeter- 
tninate 7 I aver that the standard lexicographera of every country where Greek 
literature is studied, agree in saying just the contrary in their lexicons. If Mr. 
Towne has had private communications from any of them, reversing vChat they 
have printed, let him produce the documents or testimony. But if the ques- 
tion is to be settled by an appeal to the books, the proofs are now before my 
eves. My assertion is, that the words bapto and baptizo, (which are, as Mr. 
T. observes, both from one root and so nearly identical in meaning as to allow 
our speaking of them as one word,) are determinate as to mode, and in this the 
lexicographers generally agree. 

The first authority which I will produce is one which might be expected 
above all others to support Mr. Towne's position— the Lexicon of the New Tea- 
lament, by Dr. Robinson, Piofessor of Sacred Literature in the Theological 
Seminary at Andover. I quote him first, because his work contains English 
definitions, and is accessible to those who wish to consult it. Turn to the word 
bapto. The first meaning which occurs, is " to dip in, to immerse." The first 
example to illustrate this meaning, is John xiii. 26, where Jesus is represented 
as using the word to designate the act of dipping the sop into the dish before 
giving it to Judas. The next example is Leviticus iv. 6, where the Septuagint 
nas this term. It is worthy of particular notice by the reader of the Bible, 
because the three words, dip, sprinkle and pour are brought into close connec- 
tion. " And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinxlb of the 
Uood seven times before the Lord ; and (verse 7,) shall pour all the blood of 
the bulloclc at the bottom of the altar." Here are three diflferent actions ex- 
pressed by their three appropriate names, and yet Mr. Towne would have ua 
believe that the firat word (baptu) means the same thing as the other two! 
Gould any thing be more absurd ? This quotation of itself shows that the first 
word is determinate as to mode. 

The second and last meaning in Robinson's Lexicon under bapto, is thus 
marked : " (b) by impl. to tinge, to dye." Tliat abbreviated word, denoting " bu 
implication," is very important in this case, and involves the principle which 
Mr. T. from first to last has overlooked, and by overlooking it, he misunder* 
stands the lexicons, and his philology is entirely confounded. The word bapto 
indeed means to dye, but then it is by IMPLICATION. And why by implica- 
tion? Because if any thing be dipped or baptized in coloring matter, staining, 
tinging, or dyeing is the effect. The first example to illustrate this meaning is 
Revelations xix. 13 ; a vesture dipped in blood. The word which the lexicog- 
rapher lias brought to prove that bapto means to dye is in the New Testament 
translated dipped. When therefore bapto means staining or dyeing, it only 
implies it, and denotes that it is performed by dipping instead of anv other 
way. This indeed is the usual way of dyeing, as any one knows who has 
visited a dye-house. It is obvious' too that a thing may be colored b^ being 
sprinkled, but bapto does not designate that act, and could never be used in con- 
nection with it in a literal sense, unless it were to express the idea that the 
substance had become thoroughly drenched, or as wet as if it had been dipped. 

The principle here developed in relation to fia/i/o, applies of course to baptizo. 
There is not a lexicon In the world, which does not give as the primair, the 
leading meaning, under baptizo, " to immerse, to sink, to submerge, aip or 
plunge, either two or all of thein. And if to dye, stain, wash, or cleanse, is 
added, It is as we have just seen, by implication. Having now examined 
again, the celebrated lexicon of Scapula, I will here present all the meanings 
under baptizo : merge— immerse, (used in regard to those thina[s which, for the 
rake of dyeing or washing, we immerse in water.) Likewise, merge — sub- 
merge, overwhelm with water. Also, wash off— lave. He then adds, that it 
is applied by Christians to the rite of initiation into the church. Now here are 
all the meanings given to the word by one of the most celebrated lexicons in 
Europe. Firet, the primary, specific meaning, and then, in a parenthesis, the 
exclusion of any meaning more general, limitmg its application to those cases 
of dyeing and washing, where for the soke of washing or dyeing, the thing is 
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immersed. A like parenthesis occars under bapto. Mergo, immergo— lum 
tiago, (quod fit imrHergendo ;) that is. in English, merge, immerse, likewise 
dye, (which is done by immersing.) The lexicon of Scapula is authority over 
the learned world, and if baptizo means to pour and sprinkle, why are not those 
signiifications to be found here ? 

I have open before me another lexicon with English definitions, and will pnv 
ceed to quote all those Which occur under baptizu. It is Donnegan's, edited by 
Prof Patton, of Princeton College, and may be found easily at the bookstores. 
Baptizo, to immerse repeatedly into a liquid, to submerge — to soak thorouglUy 
<— to saturate ; hence, to drench with wine. Metaphorically, to confouna to* 
tally, — to dip in a vessel and draw. Pass. Perf , to be immersed. There are 
no more, and yet Mr. Towne declares that he has proved the word to mean 
pouring and sprinkling, as well as immersion, and tliat in this indeterminate 
character of it, all the lexicographers are agreed ! Surely, it required courage 
to make that assertion. I lay no claim to such bravery. 

This principle that baptizo has a specitic signification, and therefore means 
to wet, wash, or cleanse only by implication, thus "by its own force" deter- 
mining the way of applying water, is clearly set forth by those three great lex* 
icographers of the New Testament, Schleusner, Wahl and Bretschneider, the 
last of whom says in his Theology, Fart II. 673, " An entire immersion belongs 
to the nature of baptism." The same remark applies to Hedericus, Stephens, 
Suicer, Passow and Host. 

Moreover, we may cite many cases in which the word baptizo, by its own 
ibrce, must determine the meaning of the sentence, and if it have not a specific 
signification, the sentence has no sense. For instance, Gr., baptetai i natu, 
the ship is baptized. Now the lexicons agree in saying that this means, the 
ship is submerged, or sinks. (See Donnegan and others.) Now if baptizo de- 
notes any %eay of applying water, who can tell what hapmned to the ship 7 Such 
phrases occur in history, as may be seen in Poly bins and Xenophon ; but according 
to this philology, which I reprobate and pronounce entirely false, no one could teU 
whether the writer meant to say that the dew fell upon the vessel, or that the 
spray dashed over the prow, or that she was wet by a shower of rain, or that 
the sailors cleansed the deck, or that she sprung aleak, or that the waves 
washed the sides, or that she was launched, or tha| she was purified by some 
ceremony. Here order is turned into confusion. 

Josephus, (Antiq. 9, 10, 2,) speaking of Jonah in the storm on his voyage to 
Tarshish, says the seamen would not throw him overboard, until the vessel waa 
about to sink, or be baptized. Here the word in question by its own force de* 
termines the sense. 

Again, how void of sense is this passage in Strabo, Lib. 16, unless the word 
before us has the character we assign to it. Speaking of the lake Sirbon, he 
says the bitumen floats on the surface, because oi^the nature of the water, which 
does not admit of diving, nor can any one who enters it be baptized, (or sink,) 
but is borne up. 

I could fill pages with such citations, if it were necessary or desirable, show- 
ing that if the word does not determine mode, there is no clue to the author's 
meaning. But then it may be asked, what is to be done with those examples, 
which Mr. T. says, prove that bapto means to pour or sprinkle % Let us take 
them up, and see whether they sustain his assertion, or prove an extreme 
eagerness to force on the word a meaning which does not necessarily belong 
to it. 

In his first example from Callimachus, he says the word baptize, means to 
" draw up." " To-day, ye bearers of water baptize none"— that is " draw up 
none." Now here the word has its usual meaning, " dip." The phrase is 
*' mi baptete." " To-day, ye bearers of water, dip not," that is, your pitchers 
in the river Inachtiis. Just so Aristotle says, (QusBst. Mechan. c. 29,) " the 
bucket must first be dipped— ftopsai— and then draw up." Hence Donnegan's 
Lexicon says, under Bapto, " to draw out water by dipping a vessel into it." 
Yet Mr. T. says, this example proves that bapto has a meaning short of im- 
mersion ! It reminds me of the saying of a celebrated logician : " How few 
there are who know when a thing is proved I " 

His next example is from Hippocrates, who, speaking of a certain liquid, 
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mys, " when it drops upon the garments, they are dyed, (baptised.'^ Mt. T.'« 
Aomment is, " observe, the dropping of the liquid is called baptism." To which 
I reply, " Obeerve, the dropping of the liquid is called— dropping ; but the ^ect 
of tne'process, which was to make a garment look as if it had been dipped 
in coloring matter, is designa;ted by a word, which by implication means to 
dye, as all lexicographers agree." To illustrate the fallacy of Mr. Towne's 
criticism, let us suppose for a moment that he were a Greek, studying Englishi 
and wished to know the meaning of the word dip. First of all, he would nat- 
urally turn to a lexicon, and I will suppose him to use one as comprehensive as 
Richardson's English Dictionary, which I have now before me, in two quarto 
volumes. There he finds the history of the word traced. " Dip. [Anglo* 
8axon— Dippan— mergere, immergere — to dip— -to dive. Dutch, Dippen, Dop* 
pen. Sw. Dopa.] to sink, to immerge, to put under water or other liquid, to 
depress, to sink below the surface, to enter or go superficially or slightly into 
any thing. Consequentially, to wet, to damp." Overlooking the princi|^« 
involved in the word " consequentially," he says to himself, the word dip^ 
means to wet— to damp. Then meeting such a passage as this in Milton'* 
Gomus, 

" a cold shuddering dew 

Dips me all o'er." 

he gravely reasons thus with himself: "The worddi/), may mean sometimea 
to inmierse. But the cold dew, fails on one, and wets by a gentle sprinkling. 
I will remember therefore that the word dip, means to sprinkle." Now I ask, 
if he should persist in calling the act of sprinkling dipping, and appeal to Mil- 
ton for authority, how would an English school-boy correct his mistake f 
Simply by informing him that the word dip means to immerse, and^ that the 
poet means to denote the ^ect of the dew, rendering one as wet as if he had 
been dipped. 

This lUustration may suffice to expose the fallacy and the folly of a vast host 
of Psadobaptist criticisms on tlus word; criticisms put forth by a comparatively 
small number of the clergy in England and America. For on the continent of 
£urope, the really learned have rarely if at all exposed themselves to such a 
censure. Let H then be 1)orne in mind, that if Mr. Towne can prove in any 
way that bapto means to pour or sprinkle, on the same principld I will prove 
that to dip means to pour or sprinkle. I will bring as many examples from 
English literature to prove the latter, as he will bring from Qreek literature to 
prove the former. Such a passage as this from Spencer would be qtiittt to the 
point. Of Hope he says, 

" She always smyi'd, and in her hand did hold, 
An holy-water sprinkler dipt in dew, ' 

With which she sprinkled favors manifold 
On whom she list." 

How evident it is that as the dew feU in drops on the instrument called a 
sprinkler, that the word " dip " there means sprinkled. In the same way it can 
be verily proved that the word immeroe means to sprinkle, euad to sprinkle may 
mean to immerse. And in foct that not one word in the English language spe- 
cifies with invariable certainty any one way of applying water. Surely, " words 
are but air!" 

As these remarks on a fcQse principle of interpretation will apply to the use 
which Mr. T. makes of most of his examples, I will only notice one or two 
more, which being printed in capitals, he probably deemed particularly Impor- 
tant. " Homer in his battle of the frogs and mice says : He fell and breathed no 
more, and the lake was tinged with the purple blood t Was the lake immersed 
in the blood of a mouse ? " It may not be necessary for me to do it, but I will 
just hold a candle to the reader. I will quote from an English {Kwt| and Um 
ask a question. Cowley, in the Davideis, Book H. says, 

" Still does he glance the fortune of that day, 



When drowned in his own blood Goliah lay. 
And covered half the plain." 
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My question la : Can a man be drowned in the blood that he has carried In 
his veins ? You answer^o. I ask then, do you not see that to drown means 
to sprinkle or bedew? Tou reply at once that I have quoted from a work of 
imagination; that the poet has used a hyperbole; that one design of a hyper- 
bole is to magnify an object, and that though I could not see the propriety of 
the figure without understanding the literal meaning, yet it is absurd to look 
for that meaning in such a case. Having once gotten the literal meaning, we 
can see its manifold application in figures ; but for us, figurative language can 
have no existence unless we first learn what is literal. A school -Imy who has 
so far advanced as to master the elements of rhetoric can see this ; but such 
noble authors as Kaimea and Whately write in vain for theologians who have a 
favorite point to carry. 

Tliis use which some defenders of sprinkling have made of Homer's battle 
of the frogs; reminds me of a poem once made by a playful student on another 
sort of batUe, namely, with some bugs which had been crushed upon his bed. 
The line which I refer to was, *' Lo, my couch is drenched in gore.'' If any 
thing like this had occurred in a Greek writer, a few among the clergy of our 
day would have stood ready to assert that the word translated "drenched," 
means to sprinkle. And whuEit candid inauirer cannot see, that a position must 
be false which requires men to trample down the plainest rules of speech, and 
to argue on principles that woidd overturn the very foundation of order in lan« 
guagef 

The reply of the Sibvl touching the destiny of Athens, Mr. T. puts all in 
capitals, as if he thought it decisive. His quotation is, " Thou mayest be bap- 
tiasd, O Bladder, but it is not permitted to thee to go under the water." He 
takes it from Plutarch's life of Theseus. His comment on it is, " this floating 
upon the water is called baptism." I might well insert a note of admiration 
here, but I forbear. Let his inquirer just turn to the translation of Plutarch. 
It is a common book, and found in most of the stores. The first life recorded is 
that of Theseus. The answer of the Sibyl is there in a single line : 

" The bladder may be dipped, but never drowned." 

This is poetry and good sense ; the other rendering is nonsense. The design of 
the orau^le was to represent Athens as overwhelmeid, pressed down with calami- 
ties, vet rising again by its own energy as soon as that pressure is taken off; 
and the idea of complete submersion was essential to that design. 

60 &r is floating from meaning baptism, that Lucian in his dialogue of Simon 
the Man-hater, puts this expression in his mouth : " If I should see any one 
floating towards me on the rapid torrent, and he shq^d beseech me to assist 
him, I would thrust him from me, baptizing him untlffie should rise no more." 
Admit Mr. T.'s definition of baptizo, the application of water in any mode, and 
Uie sense is destroyed. 

In order to corroborate the statements I have made touching Mr. T.'s lexicog- 
raphy, I will just treat one or two English words in the same way he trea>3 the 
word baptizo. I will take the word to sail, supposing an officer of the govern- 
ment to have before him a written document from some high authority, to sail to 
NovaScotia. The word literally means '' to pass by means of sails." A common 
man, without prejudice, would conclude a voyage by sea to be meant. But by 
consulting various authors, it is found that the word sail, " by its own force," 
does not determine any thing about the mode of conveyance. It is found that 
Milton's angels sailed through the air, " the eagle sails along the sky," the 
sailing kite was Imme by the gentle breeze, the man in a balloon sailed many 
miles, the moon " sailed through the heavens," the queen in her coach, full- 
robed, sailed majestically along, &c. ; and the conclusion is, that the word 
^sail means motion in general, and the command to sail to Nova Scotia, would 
be obeyed by walking, or riding, or going in a railroad car. 

Just so, the command of Christ, " Drink ye all of it," might be evaded by 
one who wished to dispense with tasting wine in the Lord's supper. Common 
people suppose that the word drink in that command, means to *' receive the 
liquid into tlie mouth and swallow it." But it is found by the learned, that the 
word means also *' to absorb, to inhale, to take in eagerly, to .salute with wine, 
to bear, to see, to wish well m the act of taking a cup." (See Johnson, Walker, 
7 
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Bichanbon.) The esrth "drinketfa in Faiii/''the towers drink tin tbw, tli# 
•ars drink in sounds, the eyes " drink the light," — from fingers dipped in rine^ 
gar the aching temples "drink refreshment." Evidently then, to drmk does 
not mean to swallow, ^' but receiving in any mode;, and so the divine com- 
mand may be obeyed by inhaling the fumes of wine, or letting it drop upon thsr 
hands to be drank up by the pores. Absurd as this may seem, the candid in^ 
quirer will bear me out In saying, the philology is just as sound as that whicb 
asserts baptizo to mean the application of water in any mode that is possible. 

On the philological principles of this Essay, I would defy Mr. T. or any P»' 
dobaptist writer to cope successfully with the Universalists, whan the meaning 
of the word Aimnf, eternal, is in question. The one party as much as the 
other, violate a self evident rule of criticism, thus, stated by Emesti, (p. 71, > 
" that the literal meaning is not to be deserted without evident reason or neces- 
sity;" and the Psedobaptists especially violate another canon stated by th© 
•ame writer, " let not the translator commute genus for species, nor antccedmt 
for consequent," page 100. Hence both parties feel a difficulty in tmnslating 
the chief word, pertaining to their particular system. The Psdobaptists eai>- 
not find an Anglo-Saxon word to suit them, but must cover up the idea in th» 
original Greek, and the Universalists, instead- of giving us a word that is defl' 
nite, in the English tongue, tell us of " an aeonian God, who regards all people 
with an aeonian love, has provided for them an aeonian salvatwn, together 
with an aeonian righteousness through w hich they shall now experience an 
aeonian consolation, and finally possess an aeonian life in an Monian king- 
dom ; but if they reject and despise all this, they will be compelled to suffer 
aeonian punishment." The word expresses nothing with certainty. 

Having dwelt thus long on Mr. T.'s lexicography, and set forth the principle* 
on which the reader may dispose of all the examples he alleges, I proceed io 
consider his view of 

Thb Testimony op the Greek Church. 

His inquirer very property asks if the Greek church do not practise immep- 
sion, and if they are not good authority on such a question ? Mr. T. objects to 
them as witnesses on account of their superstition ; says that they do not 
always practise immersion, and are therefore against the principle that it is 
easenticu to baptism. 

To this I answer, that as this controversy turns on the meaning of a €hreefc 
word, the superstition of the Greeks has nothing to do with their testimony as to 
its import. Suppose a question of great interest should arise in this city about 
the meaning of a word in iJ^ Mahometan Koran. That book was written in Arabic; 
and if there were in AsiaV community who had always spoken Arabic, and had 
always had the Koran in their hands from the finst, and the word in question 
had always been in common use among them, would any man of common sense 
say that their testimony were worth nothing? Does the superstition of an 
English sailor render him incompetent to tell the meaning of the word aail7 
Does the superstition of any man among us, affect his competency to testify to the 
meaning of the word sprinkled Now let it be remembered, that among the 
Greeks, baptizo is as common a word, as sail, or sprinkle, among us. It is one 
thing to ask a man's testimony to the import of a current term in his own Ian* 
guage. and quite another thing to ask his opinion on a doctrine; and in thia 
case, it is not so much the testimony of the Greek church, as of the Greek na- 
tion, which we desire. 

Now in regard to the practice of the Greek church, the stress which they lay 
on immersion, and the reason for it, I have evidence before me sufficient to settle 
the question. 

The first testimony I shall adduce, is from a pamphlet published in Athens, in 
1838, by Theocletus Pharmacides, Secretary of the Holy Synod of Greece. It 
seems that some of the Russian divines had been endeavoring to justify some 
sort of ablution short of immersion, as being the Christian rite. Pharmacides 
says : " But we ask the very pious Russian divines, where they found this 
two-fold mode of baptizing ? Was it in the New Testament % But in that, 
baptizo^ in the command of our Lord, • Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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Ghost,' (Matt. zzriiL 19,) sigitifies nothing else than that which> the same 
Greek word properly signifies. And this is manifest from the baptism of our 
Lord himself, who when he was baptized, Tcent up straightteay ottt of the 
water; (Matt. iii. 16 ;) but he who goes up out of the water, goes down first 
into the water ; that is, he is all baptized in it. One mode therefore of iHiptiz- 
ing, we learn from the New Testament — that by immersion, (xitTaSi)<ni»i)\ and 
^immersion is no other than an entire covering by means of or in water. Then 
'again, the Russians were taught Christianity by tia, and from their teachers 
tney learned one and only one mode of baptizing. And do not the Russian 
divines know how much debate exists, and how much contention takes place, 
between us and those who receive sprinkling (rantisnton) or pouring, instead of 
baptism? Sprinkling or pouring, instead of baptism, according to the proper 
signification of the word, was introduced into th« church by the Latins, in the 
twelfth or thirteenth century, and they also have received it who have separa- 
ted from the Latin church. And it is not yet probably an entire century since 
immersion as baptism was entirely disused in Germany. But that the verb 
bapiixo in the New Testament signifies nothing other than what the verb 
properly signifies, we bring as a witness also a divine of the Latin church, Dr. 
Frederic Brenner." 

Pharmacides goes on to quote Dr. Breuner on the point, and then proceeds : 
" See here a divine of the Western church explains the word baptizo, in the 
command of Jesus Christ respecting baptism ; and as he explains the word, 
other divines, of wluitever church they may be, cannot but explain it. But 
since the Western church sprinkles or pours, and doee not baptize, it is impos- 
siMe that she should not wish to justify herself. Whence also Dr. Brenner 
bnngs after the above, reasons for sprinkling or pouring ; but these argumenta 
are very much forced, as is the conclusion." 

The next witness I shall bring, is from a pamphlet, entitled, " Catechism or 
Orthodox Doctrine of the Oriental Church, for the use of the Greek Youth. 
Published with the approbation of the Holy Synod; fourth edition, Athens, 
1837." 

Page 26. Baptism is a mystery in which the body is washed (Jouetai) with 
water. 

Page 27. The person baptized is submerged (buthizetai) in water, while tlie 
minister of Christ or priest pronounces these words, &c. 

My third witness shall be the Bishop of the Cyclades, a member of the Synod 
of the Kingdom of Greece. His pamphlet was puUished in Athens in 1837, 
entitled, "Orthodox Doctrine." It is composed m verse. The plan of it is 
this: A young man, born of Greek parents in Washington in Amenca, and bap 
tized by a Greek priest who happened to be there, having been left untaught m 
the Greek religion, on accoimt of the eariy death of the priest who baptized him, 
after having obtained an education, retiu'ns to the land of his ancestors. He 
finds himself ignorant of their religion.* Fortunately he falls in the way of a 
presbyter, who kindlv explains to him the things necessary to his salvation. 
This book is designed to be a brief system of theology, and at the same time to 
expose the dangers of those young Greeks who are educated in America ! In 
regard to baptism, it says, (page 238,) "Let him who is about to be baptized 
and become a Christian, stand uncovered. At the same time the fonts must be 
capacious, that they may be full of water, so as to contain the whole body of the 
person baptized, even to the crown of the head ; and that the water may 
cover the hairs of the head." 

Out of the mouth of two or three witnesses, every word shall be established ; 
and vet I will add the testimony of one more, a Greek writer to whom Phar- 
macides refers with great respect, and well known in Europe, Alexander de 
Stourdza; who in a work entitled "Considerations on the Doctrine and Spirit 
of the Orthodox Church," published in Studgart in 1816, says : "The Westein 
Chnrch has done violence to the word and the idea of the rite, in practising 
baptism by sprinkling, the very enunciation of which is a ludicrotu contradie- 
tion. Baptism and immersion are identical." 

What now should be thought of Mr. Towne's statement that the Greeks do 
not lav as much 8tre« on immersion as the Baptists of this country ? and also 
thai "they are against the principle, that immersion is essential " to the ordl- 
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luince f Has he known whereof he affirAied ? * Has he been misled, or has he 
ftiled to inform himself, and then spoken rasUy ? I can make no other sappo^ 
sitioQ without impeaching his sincerity, which I would not do by any means. 
But tlK>ueh a man be sincere, raslmess connected with the want of knowledge, 
is certainly no virtue. 

Let tlie testimony of the Greeks be weighed weU. We ask not tlieir opinion 
89 to what good baptism will do, or under what circumstances it should be ad- 
ministered, or on any doctrine of the church ; but their understanding of an 
important word, which is the same now in their everv day speech, that it was in 
the time of Christ. There has been no change. The writings of the modem 
Greeks on the meaning of baptism, are conformed to their early Cluristian litera* 
ture ; as for instance, to the expressions of Chrysostom who says, that in bap* 
tism " our heads are submerged in water as in a tomb." (Hom. 25, in Joan.) 

As I look around me here, and see the practice of sprinkling called baptism, 
I am led to ask whence it came ? I press the question on the Oriental church, 
and she answers " not from me." She abjures it as an innovation which anni^ 
hilates the ancient rite, and charges its introduction on tlie Papal church. I 
turn to the latter church and address the same question to her, and she acknow- 
ledges the saying of the Greek to be true. She declares that immersion was the 
primitive practice, but that by authority committed to her, the changed it. She 
admits the deed, and claims the right to do it. The large and beautiful marble 
baptisteries tliroughout her realm, the relics of many centuries, stand as monu- 
ments of a buried rite. Her scholars and her priests agree in understanding the 
Greek word, and the primitive practice as the Greeks themselves do. I turn to the 
reformed churches, and their learned men, with the writings of the Reformers in 
their hands, declare in the languag[e of Cadvin, " the word baptize means tolm- 
mer8e,and it is certain that immersion was the practice of the primitive church, "4i 
yet plead for the change, since it is made on the ground of expediency or couveni 
ence. While these replies linger on mv ear, my attention is roused by a few voices 
of the clergy of New England, denying what the learning of the old world has 
established, and making assertions in bold tones touching Greek literature, at 
which the learned Greeks, Italians and Germans, of different churches and op- 
posite opinions in theology, alike profoundly marvel. 

Although the practice of immersion prevails so generally in the countries of 
the Eastern church, where tlie Pope never swayed a sceptre, yet because it is 
different in those which are or have been papal, Psedobaptist writers often repre- 
sent us as setting ourselves against the decisions of a vast majority of the learned 
of Europe. This is an entire mistake. Whatever may be the practice of 
churches, determined as it has been by kings and parliaments, popes and cardi 
nals, the learning of the world is on our side in this question. On no point 
within the whole compass of theology, is there so great a union of opinion, 
though not of practice, among the really learned of different nations, as is justly 
observed by the Secretary of the Synod of Greece. What though Calvin did 
not i^ractise immersion ? It is enough for me to know that he said " the word 
baptizOf means immerse, and it is certain that immersion was the practice of 
the primitive church." What though Luther did not practise immersion} 
It is enough for me. to know that he asserted it to be the proper mode, 
as the only one "answering to the sienification of baptism," and that 
he 80 rendered the Greek word in his German version of the New Testa- 
ment. What though Melancthon did not practise immersion? I know 
that he gave it the suffrage of his judgment. I might say the same of Beza, ■ 
Erasmus, Witsius, Yenema, Turrettein, Spanheim, Grolius and Mosheim, 
the first of whom says, " baptizo does not signify to wash except by conse- 
quence," and the last of whom declares, " baptism was performed in the second 
century, without the public assemblies, in places appointed and prepared for that 
purpose, and was performed by immersion of the whole body in the baptisnuil 
foot." (Eccl. Hist. Cent. L II.) All the learning of modem Europe, and of the 
most celebrated critics now living, Greek, Catholic and Protestant, utters but 
one voice on this point. If the clear and positive testimony of the leading 
scholars of the universities of Germany will have any weigiit with Mr. Towne 



• Calrm'i loMitutet, Art. *' Bap.** 



yGoogk 



77 

tut tbe reader, they may find it in an article from PMfeesor Sean, in the Cluria* 
tian Reriew for March, 1838. The Catholic Church, too, speaking tWu?h 
Blich men as Bossuet of a former age, and of the present, Wiseman, now Presi- 
dent of the English College at Rome, is strong iu the assertion of the one m|ean- 
iog of the word, and of the ancient practice being in accordance with it, though 
her own is not so. Let it be remembered therefore, that the literature ofi the 
world is with us, and then let it be aslced, whether Mr. Towne can be justified 
in charging us with arrogance for maintaining a position which the wistifst 
men of every age have proved to be right ? Is assumption on our side, or ba 
his? 

Nor is Tjndal, the father of our present English version, to be left out of thia 
list. Mr. T. places the weight of his opinion on the side of sprinlcling. What- 
ever may have been Tyndal's practice, we have his express testimony to the 
scriptural character of our view of baptism. In a comment on Eph. v. 26, 
after reprobating the conduct of the Romish clergy in using a Latin form of 
words, he says : " Now as a preacher in preaching the word of God, saveth the 
hearers that believe, so doeth tlie wasshinge, in that it preacheth and repre- 
senteth to us the promise that God hath made unto us in Christe ; the toaaahinge 
preacheth unto us that we are cleansed wyth Christe's bloude shedynge, which 
was an oftering and a satisfaction for the synne,of al that repent and beleve, 
consentynge and submittynge themselves unto the wyl of God.* The plung- 
ynge two the water aignifyeth that we die and are buried with Christe, as con- 
aerning the old life of synne which is Adam. And xhejmlling out again, gig- 
nifueth that we riae again with Chriate in a new life, full of the Holy Gooste, 
which shall teach us and gyde us, and work the wyl of God in us, as thou seest, 
Bom. vi." This passage occurs in a work, entitled, " Ttie Obedience of all De- 
grees, proved by God's Worde," imprinted hy William Copland, at London, 
1661. Probably Mr. Towne was not aware of the existence of such a passage 
firom the pen of Tyndal, or he would not have spoken as he has done. 

We may see then who, in this controversy, are Mr. T. 's real opponents. 
First, cUl the Greek nation, who are competent witnesses of the meaning of a 
term in their native tongue. Secondly, all the learned of other nations in Eu- 
rope,- who feel that in their assertions they have any reputation to risk a« 
acholara. Though these latter practised sprinlcling, yet they did not do it on 
the ground that the word baptizo meant sprinkle, or that such was the practice 
of the apostolic age. Like the Catholics, these Protestants plead for it on the 
ground of expediency, convenience, or church authority. Mr. T. knowing that 
a free community, educated like ours, will not ultimately hold to the practice 
on auch grounda, feels himself bound to support it by the Bible, or give it up, 
and is thence driven to make the most daring and reckless assertions. He seems 
dissatisfied with the moderate statements of Dr. Woods and Prof. Stuart, and 
apologizes for what he calls their '' concessions," as arising from their liberality. 
But those venerable vetemns in controversy have made the very best of their 
cause, and after all, it is the only point within the compass of theology on which 
they lose their wonted strength. See how Mr. T. arrays his scholarship acainsl 
tbe leading men of every church. He says the word means to sprinkle and 
pour! Weigh the statement against that of Mr. Beza, the author of Latin 
poems, the Professor of Greek at Lausanne, the colleague of Calvin and the 
translator of the New Testament, yet not a Baptist in practice : " Baptizo 
does not signify to wash except by consequence, fur it properly signifies to im- 
merse for the sake of dyeing. To be baptized in water, signifies no other than 
to be immersed in water; which is the external ceremony of baptism." (Epis- 
tola n. ad Thorn. Silium, Amotat in Marc. vii. 4, &c.) So Dr. Wall, one of the 
" Lights of the English church," who wrote more largely than any man in 
England in fevor of infant baptism, says that immersion was the primitive 
firactieej and that " thia ia ao plain and clear ^ that one cannot but pity tha 
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" Tbera ia a fonnUin filled with blood, 
Drawn from IminaniMi'a veim ; 
And tinnera pluneed beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty alaini.^ ' 
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weak endeavors of such PeBdotepliBta as would maintain ib& negatlTe of it. 
'Tisj a ^reat want of pradence as well as of honesty, to refuse to ^rant to vi 
•dvQfrsary what is certainly true and may be proved so. It creates a jealousy of 
all tihe rest that one says." So I might mention Dr. Campbell, of the Scotch 
chu^h, principal of Aberdeen Ck)llege, who made Hume actually ashamed of 
his argument on miracles, and was indeed the greatest biblical critic of the age 
in Qteat Britain, in one of his theological lectures, urging the exercise of candor 
on young ministers, cites as a ridiculous instance of ihe want of it, the case of 
those who deny that immerse is an adequate translation of baptizo, merely for 
the sake of party effect. And without going further, weigh the statement 
against that of Bossuet of the Catholic church, the Bishop of Meaux, who says, 
" John's baptism was performed by plunging. In fine, we read not in the scrip- 
ture that baptism was otherwise administered ; and we are able to make it ap- 
pear by the acts of councils and by the ancient rituals, that for thirteen hundred 
years, baptism was thus administered throughout the lehoie church, as far aa 
was possible." 

Again I sav, let the reader judge on which side is arrogance and assumptioa ; 
on mine or that of my opponent 

If what I have now advanced in regard to the lexicography of the wcrd in 
question be true, then Mr. Towne's whole argument is destroyed. It is not 
necessary for me to proceed further. All those trifling suggestions about the 
inconvenience of immersion, to the apostles and others, are swept away. The 
error must then die of itself. If I have crushed the head of tiie serpent, I may 
well let the tail alone. Nevertheless, a few words on Mr. T.'s treatment of 
several passages of scripture mav meet the wants of some inauirers. I will 
proceed therefore briefly to notice his objections to our views of the 

BAFnSMS OF THB Nbw TbsTAHENT. 

I. John's Baptism, It is useless in this connection to discuss the question 
whether John's baptism is to be called Christian or not. The New Testament 
has but one naTne for the ordinance, by whomsoever administered, and the 
act must tiave been the same. John's baptism came " from heaven." Jesus 
receired it, and the disciples had no other. If, as we have proved, baptism 
means immersion, then John immersed. But Mr. T. cannot see how it was 
possible for John to immerse so many people as resorted to him, in a year and a 
naif. " The passage of scripture cannot import less than five hundred thou- 
sand." This reminds me of Vollai re's objection to the narrative of the slaughter 
of the infants, in the second of Matthew. Why, he says, Herod must hava 
slain fourteen thousand ; and how was it possible that the other historians should 
not have noticed it? This will do very well for a skeptic, but it is absurd for a 
Christian to place his guess in such a case, against a plain statement of the 
Bible. No number is mentioned ; but he guesses how many there were, and 
then guesses about John's amount of strength, and concludes by putting these 
guesses in print as an argument ! 

It is said again that the ptirase trancdated "much water, means 'many 
springs.' The plural form decides this point." Astonishing! And yet the 
same evangelist uses the same phrase in Rev. xiv. 2, to denote the " deep- 
sounding sea." By this we may judge of Mr. T.'s philology, and of the way fa 
which he makes words, " by their own force," decide a point. 

II. JVte Baptism of Christ. Most young Christians would naturally feel 
an interest in their Saviour's baptism, and would wish, if it were possible, to be 
baptized as he was. And as the record in the third ctiaptet of Matthew always 
suggests the idea of immersion, millions have hence believed that the Saviour 
was immersed. Special effort is therefore made to neutralize the force of this 
example. First we are informed that Christ's baptism was not Christian. It 
was only a " Jewish ceremony." The Mosaic law, he says, "required every 
priest to be consecrated to his work by being washed with water; Lev. vill. 6; 
and as this is the only statute in the code which made it necessary for him to 
be baptized, there is no doubt but this is the statute to which he referred." 
Now there is one passage of scripture which sweeps all this away. It is Heb. 
▼ii. 14, where Paul says, " it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of 
which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood." Here the apostle 
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■floorui, that no statute of the Mosaic law touched the priesthood of Christ, who 
(verse 13) " pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at 
the altar." Had Mr. T. nerer read this passage, or did he forget it ? 

He adds, that we must "either admit that this was ihe deaien of Christ's 
baptism, or deny thai he fulfilled all righteousness." Only think~of this ! how 
dispassionate ! We must either admit that Jesus was baptized as a Jewish 
priest under the law of Moses, or else deny the Saviour's wonls to John : " Thus 
It becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." I must leave our author and 
Paul to settle this. Ii was the Holy Spirit who indited the seventh of He- 
brews. 

The next statement on Christ's baptism is equally astounding. " The cere- 
monial law required that the washing of the priests, (Lev. viii. 6,) when conse- 
crated to their office, should be performed by sprinkling. Num. viii. 7. Ac- 
cording to the scriptures, therefore, Jesus our Priest was sprinkled." All I ask 
is, that the reader will peruse the law of consecratioif in the eighth chapter of 
Numbers, and then ask himself if Jesus fulfilled that at Jordan ? 

In what sense then did Christ Fulfil righteousness by his baptism 7 I answer, 
the term righteousness here denotes practical obedience, as in Luke i. 6. And 
baptism was a part of Christ's obedience " as a son," because it was tLn appoint- 
ment by the rather, that thus he should be made " manifest to Israel." John 
knew not the Messiah personally, nor under what circumstances or at what 
time he should see him. But he knew that the eircumetances were appointed. 
The event made it plain. Such is John's own account. See John i. 31, 33. 
" And I knew him not, but that he should be made manifest to Israel, there* 
fore am I come, baptizing with water. And I knew him not; but he that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom thou shalt see the 
Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with 
the Holy Ghost. And I saw and bare record that this is the Son of God." In 
baptism, therefore, Christ is our example ; and it is our duty for the same rea- 
son that it was his ; namely, it is an appointment of God. 

III. The Baptism of the Three Thousand. Mr. T. thinks that the three thou- 
sand converts on the day of Pentecost could not have been immersed, because 
f Aere was not water enough in the city ; the brook Cedron was dry, and no 
suitable place could be found. Is it possible that Mr. Towne should have al- 
lowed himself to write this, when Dr. Robinson's work on Palestine has been so 
long before the public 7 la that the answer is complete. In vol. I. sec. vii. 9, 
there is an article of nineteen pages on the supply of water in Jerusalem. The 
extent of the cisterns, reservoirs, fountains and pools, for all the purposes of 
life, appeared trulv amazing to the Doctor, who observes, that " in the numerous 
sieges to which Jerusalem in all ages has been exposed, we no where read of a 
want of water within the city." 

But Mr. T. says, " the Jews would sooner have admitted the swine to the 
baths than the disciples." See Acts li. 46, 47. "They were daily in the tem- 
ple, praising God, * * having favor with all t^ people." 

So I might proceed to mention all the little improbabilities and inconvenien- 
ces which a fertile imagination has thrown up, to discredit the obvious sense of 
the record of baptisms in the Acts of the Apostles. Proceeding in the same 
spirit, I could just as easily throw uncertainty and great doubtfulness over the 
records of some of our own missionaries in Burmah. If Dr. Judson had written 
aome of his communications in Greek, I could show ^ust as plausibly the great 
improbability that by the word baptizo he always meant immerse. Just so in 
regard to Oncken in Germany ; in cases where he has bamized in great haste, 
and amidst great trials, I could suggest a multitude of difficulties of the same 
sort, against understanding his accounts always to involve the idea of immer* 
sion. One of the best attested facts in history, is, that on the 16th of Ainril, 
404, Cnirysostom immersed three thousand Catechumens, young persons instruct- 
ed in Christianity at Constantinople. This he did with the assistance of none 
but the clergy of his own church. And yet there are as many improbabilities 
to be suggested against this statement as against any of the missionary ac- 
counts in the Acts of the Apostles. 

Mr. T. well observes, that " this controversy touches more than the simple 
qaestion of immersion." Ay,— it does indeed. It touches the fundamental 
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principlM <m whieh all langaains are to be interpreted ; for on those adopted 
here, there ie not a page of the Bible which gives forth a definite meaning. No 
controversy can be settled, *' shadows, clouds, and darkness rest upon the pros- 
pect," and skepticism becomes the dictate of wisdom, because (aiih can have 
#10 foundations. 

The number of instances in which this work betrays ignorance, or forgotful- 
aess of plain scripture facts, is quite surtlinff. The writer speaks as if the 
Jews knew nothing of religious immersions. He says that the Apostles " had 
been educated to regard sprinkling as sufficient for ceremonial purification, and 
from early childhood had seen the" leper and the Levites, and indeed the vessels 
Af the temple cleansed by sprinkling." This is something like a statement 
which PrecAdeiit Beecher, of Illinois, has ventured to make on the same subject. 
He says, "Nor is the washing of the clothes, so often spoken of, enjoined by a 
word denoting immecsion." Now for the refutation of this, just tuni to Num- 
tiers xzzi. 21, 23. "This is the ordinaace of the law which the Lord com- 
manded Moses. Every thing that may abide the fire ye shall make it go 
through the fii-e, and it shall be clean ; nevertlieless It shall be purified with the 
water of separation ; and all thai abideth not the fire, ye shall make go through 
ihe water." Now this passage has been in the Bible ever since these writers 
were boys, and bow is it, that to all intents and purposes, they never saw it) 
Very different from theirs is the statement of Cal met, as edited b^ Dr. Robinson. 
He says, " the priests and Levites before they exercised their mmistry, washed 
ttemaelves. (Gx. xtix 4; Levit. viii. 6.) AH legal poUutions were cleansed 
by baptism, or plunging into water. To touch a dead body, Ac., required purifi- 
cation. These purifications were not uniform; generally, people dipped them- 
selves entirely under the water, and this is the most simple notion of the word bap- 
tize." (See the article. Baptism.) It is asked with a tone of triumph, in rela- 
tion to Mark vii. 4, whether the Jews immersed their deda. If any one doubt 
the possibility of this, let him read the article in Calmet on Beds; and as to the 
feet, the Jewish canon in Mairaonides runs thus : " A bed wholly defiled, if he 
dipj it part by {art, it is pure." Their beds were not like ours. Again tlw 
Jewish mle is, '* if any man wash himself aU over, except the top of his little 
fiager, he is still is his uncleannees." Is not a Jewish Rabbi, from whom the 
learned have quoted seven centuries, better authority on Jewish customs than a 
New England dergynian ? 

Again. Mr. T. has insisted with some stress, that when the eunuch read that 
passage quoted in the 8th of Acts from the 63d of Isaiah, he must have Just re- 
ceived an idea of sprinkling from the last verse of the 52d chapter : " & shall 
he aprinkU many nations'" Now in the septuagint version, puMished in 
Greek, two hundred and eighty-five years before Christ, this word rendered 
MpriiUcU is translated eutonish, (thaumasontai.) Then it would read, 
" So shall he astonish many nations ; 
Kings shall shut their mouths at him." 

The parallelism so prevalent in Hebrew poetry confirms this wrsion. Gesen- 
ius in his Hebrew lexicon sanctions it and throws light on its origin. Mr. T. 
says that *' Immersers, in their anxiety to evade the point of this argument, 
find fault with our translators for following the original Hebrew in this place, 
and not preferring the translation of the Seventy. But this evasion is insufll- 
cient." Strange assertion ! Here I ask, did not Mr. T. know that the versitm 
of the Seventy is the very one from which Luke quotes the passage in question 7 
The Evangelist himself lakes the text of the Seventy, word for word ! And 
well he might, for by that Greek version, foreigners became acquainted with 
the Old Tesuraent, and as Rosenmuller says, "the Eunuch was undoubtedly 
reading that version, for he does not appear to have been taught Hebrew." See 
then how the Greek text of Luke overturns Mr T.'s argument on this point, so 
that his labor is lost, and his censure on us is sharMl by an inspired Evan- 
gelist I 

In theological discussion nothing has a more injurious influence on the mind 
of a good man, than the yielding up of the feelings to the domination to a party 
spirit. And nothing is a stronger indication of this, than the practice of warp- 
ing scripture to suit a purpose. I was struck with an instance of it a day or 
two since in looking at a liule work of Rev. Mr. Winstow, on Baptism, who in 
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quoting LeWtlcus xtr. 6, to establish his point, hu left out the last thPM 
words which materially aiftct the sense. I should be pained to think that ho 
had done this by design, but am inclined to beliere that ne copied the quotation 
from another, inasmuch as I know the same thing to have been done by a pre* 
▼ious writer. 

In taking leave of the work before me, I cannot but express the hope that 
whatever controversy this subject may yet occasion here, all appeals to )iartv 

{prejudice may be avoided. Against this, the love of truth is the onlv safeguard 
n such cases, nothing Is more easy than a retort, but of what avail can it be ? 
The learned Dr. Wall professed himself ashamed of "the profane scoffs" of 
writers on his own side, against immersion; and deeming it most probable, as 
he did, that Jesus himself, that Mary the mother of our Lord, " the other 
Mary," and the •* holy women ""who were much with Christ, received baptism 
in this way, his religion kept the door of his lips, and prevented him from ut- 
tering against it the charge of being indecorous or unseemly for persons of 
either sex, or any rank. Harsh epithets and insinuations against one's motives 
do not require much research. As for myself, if J had written on this subject 
for mere party ends, I should own that I had committed a great sin,, and with- 
out repentance I should expect to meet the frown of my Judge in the final day. 
Let me but be convinced that our Saviour in his last command to his disciples 
did not enjoin " any particular way " of applying water in the initiatory rite 
which he appointed, and it would cost me no sacrifice openly to avow my belief. 
For in taking my position as a Baptist, I did not yield to the prejudice of edu< 
cation, or the current of sympathy, or the prevailmg custom, but was "driven 
in spirit " to do so from the light of truth and the dictates of conscience. 
Seeing Christ's command to be explicit, I saw that it was at my peril to disobey, 
since he had said, " he that loveth me not, keepeth not my sayings." Ac- 
knowledged as it is on all hands that baptism is an initiatory ordinance, that it 
F recedes communion, just as an oath of office precedes all the acts peculiar to it, 
perceived that it was no bigotry in any church to insist on the connection. 
The great question before me was this : What does the command of Christ 
mean ? During the third year of my course in college, I spent days and nights 
in the investigation of it. If at any time a plausible argument against immer- 
sion made a tera|X)rary impression, the simple study of the Bible would erase 
it, till at last I was constrained to differ from a circle of most endeared asso* 
elates, some of whom are now in heathen lands and some in heaven, and to go 
forth in baptism, " following the Lord fully," saying "thy word giveth light, 
and thy late is the truth." 

Acquainted as I have been with a host of theological students of Psdobaptist 
denominations, I cannot but utter my sincere conviction, that if before commit* 
ting themselves publicly to the ministry they would examine this subject 
closely and prayerfully, their conclusions would be very different from what 
they are. How many commence an examination apparently in good earnest, 
ancf soon finding themselves sorely pressed to differ from their beloved friends, 
begin to falter; and ere long, coolly saying, " well, it is non-essential," abandon * 
the matter entirely. Hence follows an indifference to the whole subject, or else 
a morbid sensitiveness, which renders the very mention of it painful. But if all 
candidates for the Christian ministry would at the outset adopt the maxim of 
Chillingworth, " the Bible, the Bible alone is the religion of Protestants," very 
soon would the unity of the primitive church be restored, and all rejoice again 
in oVning " onb Lord, one Faith, one Baptism." 

Appendix.— It has been my chief design in the foregoing Reply to show the 
true meaning of the word baptizo, on which this whole controversy turns; for 
if that be settled, all arguments against immersion are utterly invalid, derived as 
they must be from custom, inconvenience, church authtirity, or mere conjec- 
ture. Hence I have omitted to notice several minor points connected with the 
subject, as of comparatively no importance. But as the printer informs me 
that there is a blank page at the eno of his form, I subjoin one or two remarks. 

It is well known that Baptists have generally regarcled Paul's e.xpression in 
Rom. vi. 4, buried teith nim by baptism into death, ^c, a-s an allusion 
to the ancient practice of immersion. Mr. T. has written nearly nine pages U> 
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ihow ttaAthew is no such referonca. I hare already quoted Tyndal's opinion 
«B that point, and might quote to the same effect, the opinions of the learned 
writers of ermy church and every a^ But Mr. T. asserts that there is no 
aJhisien to the outward act of baptism at alU It relates, he says, to spiritual 
purification. His strong argument is one which he puts in italics, with two 
notes of admiration following. " Mark it, if the burial is literal, the death is 
literal also. If there must be a literal burial there must be a literal death / /" 
Ndw a few words will dispose of this. Let Paul himself answer it. He marks 
the point of similitude. He says, " we are buried with him by baptism into 
death, that LIKE AS CHRIST wa* raised up from the dead, so we should walk 
in newness of life." I ask then, was Christ's resurrection a literal resurrection 
or not ? Was that only a spiritual resurrection ? Why, this is neology. Some 
of the Transceodentalists (so called) speak in this way, and the author of 
Charles Elwood comes very near it ; but I should grieve to think that such a 
man as Mr. T. liad adopted a principle of interpretation that would lead to it. 
We believe that in the case of our Saviour, there was a literal burial and a 
literal resurrection, and that the initiatory rite of the church, sets forth this 
glorious fact in a visible emblem. Let any candid inquirer read 1 Pet. iii. 21, 
leaving out the parenthesis for the sake of connecting the first and last parts of 
the verse together, and see if there the apostle does not assert that baptism ex> 
hibits in a figure the resurrection of Christ. 

On page 61, it is said that most of the immersions in this country, were de- 
rived from Roger Williams. If Mr. T. had not the means of knowing the re- 
verse of this to be true, his library ought to be better supplied ; if he~had the 
means of knowledge, he ouglit not to have made this assertion. Very few bap- 
tisms in this land trace their pedigree to this source.* When New England 
was settled, the Baptists abounded in our father-land, and many emigrated here 
who vrire Baptists, while Roger Williams was a priest of the church of England. 
During the Commonwealth, the number and progress of the Baptists in England 
astonished all beholders. In 1663, a whole church, with their pastor, Rev. 
John Miles, emigrated from Swansea in Wales to Wannamoiset, which now 
bears the name of Swansea, and is a town of Massachusetts. In Wales it is 
well known the Baptists have existed from the earliest times, whose history, 
as Mosheim says respecting the Dutch Baptists, " is hidden in the depths of 
antiquity, "t 

On page 15, Ewing is classed with standard lexicographers. He is a Congre- 

etional minister of Scotland, and has written with ardor in favor of iniant 
ptism. His arguments shduld be fairly considered, but his authority as 
a lexicographer in this case, is worth nothing. Mr. T. might as well appeal to 
fis coadjutor in the work before us, as philological authority. 

• Knowlet' Memoir of Rorer Williams. 

t KccI. Hin. Ceat. 16, 8ac. S, Chap. S, p. 1. 
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STRICTURES 

ON 

REV. WILLIAM HAGUE'S REVIEW 

OF 

"HINTS ON BAPTISM." 



BY PARSONS COOKE AND JOSEPH H. TOWNE. 



Mr. Haque's Review of our Hints on the subject of Bap- 
tism, we have concluded to publish with our reply, and our 
first pamphlet ; that the scope of each may be understood at 
a glance. Since our immersing brethren have thought that a 
replf to our pamphlet was called for, we are pleased that 
Mr. Hague should have become our respondent. If their 
cause is made to appear in a disadvantageous light, they will 
not be able to impute it to any incompetency of its advocate. 

We choose not to reciprocate the compliments so liberally 
bestowed by Mr. Hague in assertions of our ignorance. When 
commencing a discussion, we love to feel that we have to do 
with a man who understands his subject, and with whom it is 
reputable for us to contend. A good cause needs not the aid 
of disrespectful insinuations. Since, as Mr. Hague suggests, 
courtesy is on the list of Christian duties, one of his standing 
for intelligence and probity cannot fail to regret, that he has 
safiered many indiscretions to escape him. We are well 
aware, that whoever embarks in any controversy is in dan- 
ger of losing here and there his self-possession. The ability 
to dispute without any symptoms of irritation is a rare attain- 
ment. We shall endeavor, however, so far as we have any- 
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84 STRICTURES ON 

thing to do with the present controversy, to keep before us 
one simple object, namely, the illustration and defence of the 
truth. We fully agree with the learned Dr. Wall, that 
remarks designed merely to wound the feelings of an oppo- 
nent do not require much research. 

Mr. Hague take-s exception to our use of the term ** Im- 
mersers," and intimates it to be "a contemptuous epithet.*' 
That we had no invidious design, must appear from our seri- 
ous disclaimer, and the reasons given in advance, why justice 
to ourselves demanded the use of the term. (See page 4.) 
Mr. Hague will not contend that the word itself does of its 
own force carry contempt with it, for it is a first principle in 
his theory, that immerse is the word by which baptize should 
have been translated ; and that the word baptize, and of course 
Baptists, do not rightfully occupy a place within the territory 
of the English language. So strong indeed has been the 
preference of his brethren for immerse as a substitute for baptize j 
that they have found it needful to rend the Bible Society, and 
to procure a new translation of the inspired volume, for the 
single purpose of introducing their favorite word. Surely 
they will not say that to call them Immersers is to speak of 
them contemptuously. Already has one of their ne\^spapers 
announced the appearance of this new Bible in our city. 
We would ask Mr. Hague, if the new translation does not 
call John the Baptist, "John the ImmerserV If it does, 
or if it uses some equivalent phrase, we appeal from Mr. 
Hague, to the law and testimony found in that Bible, to prove 
that Immerser is by no necessity a contemptuous epithet. 

Mr. Hague says, " With equal reason the Baptists might 
say — ^We will not call Congregationalists by the name which 
they have assumed, because we also are Congregationalists." 
If our calling ourselves Congregationalists were accompanied 
with a denial that they are Congregationalists, as their as- 
sumption of the name of Baptists is accompanied by a denial 
that we baptize, his statement would then be true. But is it so ? 
His allusion to the case of Episcopalians is equally unforta- 

Digitized by^OOQlC 



MR. RA6tT£^8 RCTIfiW. B5 

nate ;'-^for prelate and prelacy seemed to have been coined to 
avoid the implication that other sects liave no bishops. See 
Milton's prose works, passim* To beg the question in their 
very name, is the common artifice of sects. 

When Mr. Hague reproves us for " striving about words," 
he forgets that his main argument is about a word, to wit, 
baptizo. It seems that a word is all-important in the one case, 
and ia the other not worth striving for ! But Mr. Hague 
really considers this change of his denominational name a 
serious afiair, and evidently fears the consequences of it. He 
is too discerning not to see that the substitution of Immersers 
for Baptists would dissolve a charm by which multitudes are 
now so completely spell-bound that they cannot appreciate 
sound argument. 

In bringing under examination Mr. Hague's reply to us, 
we shall first call attention to some important points of our 
argument, which he has passed over in silence. 

Important matters omitted by Mr. Hague. 

The reader will please to notice, that the points of our 
argument which he has omitted, axe such, that, if they are 
conceded, the question is settled against immersion. In his 
appendix, he says, *' Hence I have omitted to notice several 
minor points, connected w^ith the subject, as of Comparatively 
no importance." 

These points are, first, our whole argument drawn from 
the signification of the rite. This argument we consider of 
itself decisive of the whole question ; and notwithstanding 
what may be said on other points, while this argument re- 
mains unscathed, we hold firmly our ground against immer- 
sion. Verbal criticisms offset against the force of facts will 
not satisfy. Let then the reader turn back, and review our 
remarks on the signification of the rite, as a branch of our 
argument which Mr. Hague omits as ^^ q/* comparatively no 
importance.^ ^ 
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Another of these ^^mtnor points^* is our v>hole cluster on 
Burial with Christ in Baptism. Aware that Immersers are 
wont to place great stress on their argument from those figu- 
rative expressions, which represent belierers as buried with 
Christ, we determined to make its fallacy apparent to every 
reader. We believed that we had succeeded ; and were con- 
firmed in that impression, when we found that our observa- 
tions on that subject were passed over by Mr. Hague with 
merely a brief notice. It is well known, that the argument 
derived from this source has been of all others the most pop- 
ular with Immersers. Let the reader then not lose sight of 
the fact, that, if Mr. Hague has not abandoned this argument 
altogether, he has placed it among those '^ of comparativblt 

NO IMPORTANCE." 

He is also very willing to slide over our suggestions as to 
the presumptive evidence against immersion. He has indeed 
a more plausible excuse for this, in that this kind of evidence 
is not of itself proof against an express command of God, if 
such a command exist. Yet it is to the poi^t, so far as to 
show, how clear and decisive a command should be made. 
If a rite is proposed for our adoption, which in form departs 
from its declared design — ^which conflicts with the simplicity 
of the gospel — which is not fitted for universal practice — which 
is not suited to all times and seasons — which cannot be ad- 
ministered to persons under all circumstances — which is cum- 
brous 'and inconvenient — ^which makes the bearing of the 
cross to be of the nature of popish penance, and which violates 
modesty and decency ; we may for these reasons lawfully de- 
mand strong and indisputable proof that God has indeed com- 
manded us to observe such a rite. And although Mr. Hague 
has thought it best to slide over our suggestions on this point, 
his intelligent readers will not be so easily persuaded to fol 
low his example. 

Mr. Hague attempts no reply to what is said in our pamph • 
let respecting tfie degree of certainty which hts amise de- 
mands. We gave prominence ^to the fact, that the principle 
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of unchiiTching all Christians, who have not been immersed, 
lays Immersers under obligation to make out a certainty that 
our Lord has commanded immersion, and that they have no 
warrant to rend the church on the ground of a mere conjec- 
ture. This issue, so repeatedly tendered to him, he practi- 
cally evades. He is evidently anxious that his readers should 
consider the question one of balancing probabilities. He 
wishes them to peruse his pages with the impression, that he 
has no more to prove than his antagonists. We, therefore, 
call the special attention of the reader to this point. The 
close-«ommunion theory, being necessarily based on a claim 
of infallibility, touching the subject of baptism, binds Mr. 
Hague to make out his case to a complete certainty ; while, 
on the other hand, as we hold no such theory, we have only 
to prove that there is no such certainty. If we can array 
against immersion only a slight probability, our cause is 
gained ; — ^for then Mr. Hague's certainty vanishes. Now let 
the candid reader take Mr. Hague's pamphlet, and, shutting 
all opposing arguments from his mind, read it by itself, and 
say whether he has made out more than a mere probability. . 
If he has not, he is judged, out of his own mouth, to hold 
without a warrant (because without a certainty) an attitude 
of hostility to the peace and union of Christ's kingdom. 

What Mr. Hague has attempted to prove. 

He has judged it expedient to lay out his main strength in 
an attempt to prove, that the requirement for immersion in- 
heres in the very word baptize. In order to sustain his posi- 
tion, he labors to show that the word signifies IMMERSE, 
AND NOTHING ELSE. The reader will then understand 
that the question is not, whether the word sometimes means 
to immerse, but whether it always has this signification, and no 
lather. Hence, if Mr. Hague should multiply volumes of 
instances in which this word signifies to immerse, it would 
avail nothing, unless he should clearly show, at the same 
time, that it has NO OTHER MEANING. While, on the 
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Other hand, if we can bring proof that the word has even one 
other meaning, his labor is lost. If the reader will ran his 
eye over those instances which Mr. Hague adduces to prove 
his point, he will immediately see that they go no further 
than simply to show that the word, in those cases, means to 
immerse. He will then not Ml to notice the all-pervading 
defect of Mr. Hague's argument. Proofs that the word often 
means to immerse, multiplied to any extent, are only proofs 
that the word often means to immerse. This we have never 
disputed. Why should Mr. Hague trouble himself to prove 
that which we freely admit 1 It is for him to show, not that 
the word often means to immerse, but that it has no other 
meaning. Hie labor, hoc opus est. 

Before we proceed more directly to point out the insufficiency 
of Mr. Hague's argument upon this word, we must call atten- 
tion to certain unfortunate and erroneous statements of facts 
and authorities. This part of our duty gives us no pleasure ; 
for some of these errors are of so grave and serious a nature, 
that the mere exposure of them may subject us to the irapa- 
tation of being unreasonably hard upon our respondent! We 
charge him with no intentional misrepresentations, and would 
gladly spare his feelings. But the love of truth, and justice 
to our cause, will not permit us to shrink from the unpleasant 
duty before us. 

Mr. Hague's Erroneous Statements of Facts and 
Authorities. 

Error 1. We adduced the passage, '* He shall sprinkle 
many nations," as proof that the mind of the Ethiopian eu- 
nuch had been directed, previous to his baptism, to sprinkling ; 
and hence we inferred a probability that he was sprinkled. 
To this Mr. Hague replies : *' Strange assertion ! Here I ask, 
did not Mr. Towne know, that the version of the Seventy (in 
which the word sprinkle is rendered astonish) is the very one 
from which Luke quotes the passage in question ? The evan- 
gelist himself takes the text of the Seventy word for word !" 
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Such is Mr. Hade's assertion ; and yet the evangelist does 
not quote word for word from the Seventy, but departs from 
that version in four instances in less than four lines, as will 
bo seen by the note below.* 

Error 2. On page 76, he says, that Turretin agrees with 
him in opinion, as to immersion. Now what is it to agree 
with Mr. Hague on this subject \ It is to maintain that the 
word has one signification, and one only. But scarcely a 
writer of equal note, since the days of the apostles, expresses 
himself more decidedly against this view than Turretin. We 
will quote the substance of his remarks, and give the reader 
his own words in a note below. f 

" Baptism (says Turretin De Bapt.) is a word of Greek 
origin, derived from bapto, to tinge, to imbue, and from 
baptize, to dye, to immerse. Plutarch (on Superstition) 
says, baptize yourself in the sea, that is, plunge yourself in 

* The words in brackets are used by Luke, and not by the Seventy.. 

fie fll/MlfOC V/'Ji^rm TCW ;|^«/pOVTOC [alUTOJ'] dL^tOVHi Cl/Ttoi «/X ^^^t'/JkV TO 

ff-rofAA [atviov.] Ev T« tAVtiyatvu [sk/tov] m ^J^iffK autou iifBii t»v [J<] 

t Baptismus vox est orig^ne Grceca, quse a verbo 00.^^ deducitur, 
quod est ting-ere et imbuere, 0(tir^t^t» intingere et immergere. Pint, 
de Supersti., Jixvrt^of « iic BtKAo-a-^v, merge te in mare. Et in vita 
Thesei recitat versiculum Sybiltoe, de Athems, qui aptius competit 
EcclesisB. 

Mergeris uter aquis, sed non submergeris unqaam. 
Hinc plus est quam f7r/7o^d^•<y, quod est leviter innatare, et minus 
quam ^t/viiv, quod est pessum ire, id est, ad exitium fundiim petere. 
Quia vero fere aliquid mergi et tingi solet, ut lavetur, etqui immergun- 
tur Solent ablui ; hinc factum, ut quemadmodum apud Hebraeos i?^ 
quod LXX vertunt ^Anri^et 2 Reg. v. 14, etiam accipiatur pro "^ni* 
quod est lavare. Ibid. Ita apud Grsecos to fietvrt^M, per metalep 
sim, pro eodem usurpetur. Marc. vii. 4. " Judaei non edunt ex foru 
Induces, nisi lavarint se ; mv fM ^uvri^'uvra.i." Nee aliter intelligenda 
sunt baptismata calicum, urceorum, et Icctorum apud Judeos usitata 
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the sea ; and in his life of Theseus he quotes the Sibylline 
verse conoeniing the city of Athens, which more fitly repre- 

Et fid^ofot fiitfrrta-fAct Judaeis praescripti, de quibus Heb. is. 10 ; et 
superstitiosae lotiones, a traditione veterum accepts^, de quibus Marc. 
vii. 4. Uade Pharisaei propterea dicti sunt Baptittai Justino. Et 
secta Tw hfjLtfo ^frriv^m, de qua Epiph. haer. 17. Q,ui quotidianum 
baptismum urgebant, et contendebant, sic ablutum etvoxot/e^dsti xm tiy- 
vti%ff%dLt Avo Trtta-tK AtrtdLf. Ex hac vero duplici significatione mer- 
gendi et abluendi, duae aliae metaphoricae deductae sunt. * Prior ut 
baptismus ponatur vro afflictione ct calamitate. * * * * Posterior ut 
transferatur ad miraculosam donorum Spiritas Sancti effasionem, quia 
ID animam efiiindi soleat ut earn imbuant et abluant, Matt. iii. 1 1 , Act. i. 
5, Tit. iii. 5, ex Yeteri Testamento, ubi Spiritus communicatio per aqua- 
rum effusionem solet adumbrari. Isa. xliv. 3, Joel ii. 28. * * * Ore- 
mooiale est, quod in ritu consistit, nimi ablutio, quae fit per aquam ; 
I Pet. iii. 21, sive per aspersionem, sive per immersionem. * * * 
^uod (sc. aspersio) institution! Christi minime repugnat ; ita exemplis 
ecclesiae apostolicae et primitivae earn secutae confirmari potest. *** 
Ita ubi magna fuit credentium multitudo, ut quum uno die ter mille 
baptizati sunt, aspersionem poMus quam immersionem, quae vix ac ne 
vix quidem, tarn exiguo t.emporis spatio, commode peragi potuit adhib- 
itam fuisse, dubitari potest. Item quum domatim administrabatur 
baptismus, ubi probabile non est, semper adfiiisse aquae copiam suffi- 
cientem ad immersionem; maxime si mopinato res ageretur. Act. 
xvi. 27, etc. In primiliva ecclesia baptismus clinioomm et aegroto- 
rum dabatur, qui sine dubio per immersionem fieri non potuit. Ra- 
tones etiam pro aspersione non desunt variae. 1 . Q,uia vox j^irrwfAw 
et verbum 0<tirri^w^Ait non tantum de immersione dicitur, sed et de as- 
persione. Marc. vii. 4. 2. Quia res significata baptismi nomine 
, aspersionis designatur. 3. Q,uia aspersio sufiicit, ad analogiam ; nee a 
quantitate, sed a qualitate aquae pendet vis baptismi. 4. Quia sub. 
Vet. T. dabantur variae lotiones, et ^yn^'/uci, tarn aquae quam san- 
guinis, ad quas Christus respicit,* in institutione baptismi; unde 
sanguis Christi, qui est res significata, vocatur sanguis ^entrto'fAW. 
5. duia aspersio longe commodior est, tum ad prospiciendum sanitati 
baptisatorum, quae detrimentum poterat pati ex immersione, in locis 
frigidioribus, maxime in tenellis infantibus, tum ut parcatur pudori, 
qui in adultis ex totius corporis nudatione, oriri poterat ; cujus causa 
legimus olim adhibitas fuisse diaconissas, mulieribus nudandis. 
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sents the church — < Thou mayest be baptized, O bladder, but 
it is not permitted to thee to go under the water.' Hence it 
means more than lightly to float upon the surface, and less 
than to be overwhelmed or submerged. But because any- 
thing is usually merged and wet, in order that it may be 
washed, and those who are immersed are generally washed, it 
happens that the Hebrew word, which the Seventy render 
baptixe, 2 Kings t. 15, is equivalent to the word rendered 
wash in the same passage. Likewise with the Greeks bap- 
tize is used, tropically, to signify washing. (Mark vii. 4.) 

* The Jews, when they come from the market, except they 
wash (baptize) they eat not.' In the same sense must we 
understand the washing of cupsj pitchers and couches, cus- 
tomary with the Jews ; also * the divers baptisms' commanded 
in the Jewish ritual, and referred to in Heb. ix. 10 ; and the 
superstitious washings received by tradition from the elders. 
On account of these washings, Justin calls the Pharisees Bap- 
tists. The sect of which Epiphanius speaks, as insisting on 
being washed every day , expecting thereby to be purified from 

^ all sin, was called Every-day-Baptists. From this double 
signification of plunging and washing, two other metaphoric 
meanings are derived. The first, is that which puts baptism 
for afflictions. • • • • The second, is the application of the 
term to the miraculous efifusion of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
because they are poured out upon the soul, to imbue and purify 
it. (Matt. iii. 11, Acts i. 5, Tit. iii. 6.) This manner of 
speaking is taken from the Old Testament, where the com- 
munications of the Spirit are shadowed forth by the pouring 
out of water. (Isa. xliv. 3, Joel ii. 28.) • • • • Baptism, 
viewed as a ceremony, consists in washing, which is done by 
water, (1 Pet. iii. 21,) either hy sprinkling or immersion. 

• # * • • ^g sprinkling is by no means repugnant to the 
institution of Christ, so it can be shown by examples that the 
apostolic and primitive church practised it." [He here very 
justly distinguishes between the apostolic and the primitiye 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



99 8TRICTT7RE8 ON 

chureh.] The examples which he adduces are as follows : 
** Where there was a great multitude of believers, as when in 
one day three thousand were baptized, it is hardly possible to 
doubt that sprinkling was practised, rather than immersion, 
which could not have been - administered in so short a time. 
, Sprinkling too must have been practised when the rite was 
atdministered in private houses, where it is highly unreasona- 
ble to suppose that water was provided convenient for immer- 
sion, particularly in those cases in which they were called to 
perform the ceremony on sudden and unexpected occasions* 
In the primitive church, baptism was administered to the sick, 
OB their beds, and of course not by immersion/' 

"The reasons in favor o£ sprinkling, are, — 1. The words 
baptism and baptize are used to designate not immersion only, 
but also sprinkling. (Mark vii. 4, Luke xi. 38.) 2. The 
thing signified by baptism is designated by sprinkling. (1 Pet. 
i. 2, Heb. x. 22.) 3. Sprinkling answers all the purposes 
of analogy, the essence of baptism consisting not in the quan- 
tity of water, but in the use of that element itself. 4. Under 
the Old Testament, there were various washings and sprink- 
lings, both of water and blood, and upon these Christ had his 
eye in the institution of baptism ; whence the blood of Christ, 
which is the thing signified, is called the blood of sprinkling. 
(Heb. xii. 24.) 5. Sprinkling is far more suitable to health, 
which is liable to be injured by immersion, in cold climates, 
especially in the case of tender infants. It also spares the 
sense of modesty. The ancients felt the difficulty arising 
from the exposure of the whole naked body, and appointed 
deaconesses to disrobe the women." 

Such is the testimony of the learned and profound Turretin, 
whom Mr. Hague has summoned upon the stand as ^ wit- 
ness against us. When brought into court, and allowed to 
speak for himself, he not only gives his testimony in our favor, 
but most eloquently pleads our cause for us. We have quo- 
ted him, however, not for the sake of his arguments, but to 
show what little confidence we can place in Mr. Hague's cita- 
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tion of authorities. Turretin does not allow that bapto, the 
radical word, means to immerse at all, and giVes baptizo 
another signification before that of immerse. He sustains our 
use of the Sibylline verse. He affirms that the Septuagint 
and the New Testament writers give the word the meaning 
of to wash ; and says that the Pharisees were called ** Bap- 
tists" on account of their superstitious washings. He gives 
the word the double signification of plunging and washing 
He quotes examples to show that sprinkling was practised by 
the apostles and primitive Christians, and then argues strongly 
in favor of sprinkling. 

Now Mr. Hague, as an honest man, is bound to thank us 
for correcting his error. And let him not impute to us (as he 
did in a similar case, in respect to Ewing, page 82,) the pui^ 
pose of quoting Turretin /or authority ; and declare his author- 
ity worthless, because he does not agree in sentiment with 
himself. We quote him, not for the value of his authority, 
hut to expose a misrepresentation » 

Error 3. Mr. Hague says, page 76, that Luther asserts 
immersion to be the only proper mode, as the only one an- 
swering to the signification of baptism, and that he so rendered 
the Greek word in his version of the New Tejstament. Now 
this is directly contrary to fact. In Mark vii. 4, Luther 
translates the word baptize by a word as near our own word 
wash as the two languages will admit, (waschen.) The 
word baptism, as applied to pots and couches, &c., in the same 
verse, he also renders by zu waschen. The same is true of 
Luke xi. 38. The Grerman word which Luther uses when 
baptism stands for the religious rite, is not the word which 
means to immerse, if we may place any reliance upon the 
two German lexicons now lying upon our table. The word 
taufen, in Kutner and Nicholson's Lexicon, has only the 
meanings which appear in the note below.* Immersion is 

* Taufen— To initiate into the church by the sacrament of baptism. 
To baptize or christen a child, Jew, or Turk, &c. To gi?e a name. To 
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not among them. The only meanings given in Weher's Ger- 
man and English dictionary, are, — ^to baptize, to christen. 
The same dictionary puts down to the English word immerse, 
the German words eintauchen^ untertauchen, versenken, ver- 
tiefen. The word taufen, by which Luther renders baptize, 
does not appear as one of the meanings of immerse, or of 
either of its synonymes, such as plunge, dip, sink or duck. 
Now all this is very strange, if that word so plainly means 
to immerse, and nothing else. And it is still more strange that 
Mr. Hague should have made such an assertion. Whatever 
may be said of Luther^s sentiments as to immersion, his trans- 
, lation of the word baptize is, in all the numerous cases which 
we have examined, just that which was most consistent with 
his practice. 

Error 4. On page 70, Mr. Hague says of Scapula, (whom 
he praises as " one of the most celebrated lexicographers of 
Europe,") that he gives to bapto and baptizo the meaning of 
immerse, '(used in regard to those things which, for the sake 
of dyeing or washing, we wash in water ;) likewise to dye, 
which is done by immersing ; and these, together with the 
application of the word to the Christian rite, he says are all 
the meanings given by Scapula. But Scapula does give other 
meanings. He tells us that the word signifies (k^axsc yina^at) 
to be upon the sea^—to draw np — to fill for drawing up. He 
also gives examples under the sense of to tinge, (which it is 
strange Mr. Hague did not see,) to wit, that of painting or 
staining the hair, and pointing a spear with poison, things 
not done by immersion. 

Error 5. Mr. Hague says that *' Mr. Towne seems dissat- 
isfied with the moderate statements of Dr. Woods and Profes- 
sor Stuart, and apologizes for what he calls their concessions 
arising from their liberaUty." Now this is a fabrication of 
Mr. Hague's entire ! We neither said nor intimated any such 

give a name in a solemn maimer. To mix with water, to dilute or 
sophisticate. 
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thing, in relation to either of those distinguished men. We 
8{)oke of them with approbation, and quoted their language as 
sustaining our views. What reliance can we place on Mr. 
Hague's citation of authorities, when he quotes from our book 
what is not to be found in it? We did say, that ''some of 
our writers on the subject, from a desire to show a generous 
and liberal spirit, have made unwarrantable concessions." 
The names of Messrs. Stuart and Woods, however, are not 
mentioned within many pages of this sentence ; nor are they 
here referred to by even the remotest implication. If Mr. 
Hague has seen fit to imagine that we had those gentlemen 
in our eye, we say that he takes too great liberties. He must 
not publish his surmises for facts. 

Error 6. On page 80, Mr. Hague says, " the writer speaks 
as if the Jews knew nothing of religious immersions ;" and 
then proceeds to tell us, as if he considered us ignorant of the 
fact, that in legal purifications '' the people sometimes dipped 
themselves." Let the reader turn back to page 9, and he 
will find that we recognise the fact, of which Mr. Hague so 
gravely informs us. We there state that ** Paul calls the 
different washings done in the tabernacle service, baptisms, 
and that among them all there is not an instance of immersion 
by the priests. In all cases where the subjects bathed, there 
was no official administration.^^ Now let the reader decide 
whether we spoke as if the Jews knew nothing of religious 
immersions. That Mr. Hague should affirm that our " work 
betrays startling instances of ignorance or forgetfulnees," and 
follow up that imputation with the above sentence, is some 
temptation to retort railing for railing. But we forbear. 
We take occasion to say, however, that when a person was 
required by the law of Moses to be immersed; the assistance 
of a priest, or crowd of spectators, was not a part of the cere- 
mony. We challenge Mr. Hague to point out a single 
instance of immersion by the hands of a priest. The person 
bathed himself. This, both nature and decency seem to ren- 
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der necessary. And from this fact, which My. Ha^e is very 
willing that his readers should overlook, we might fairly 
infer, that, the gospel, if it had required immersion, would 
have required each individual to immerse himself. 

Error 7. On page 7 1 , Mr. Hague says, * * The principle that 
baptize by its own force determines the way of applying water, 
is clearly set forth by those three great lexicographers of the 
New Testament, Schleusner, Wahl, and Bretschneider."' 
Astonishing! Schleusner defines baptize, 1. to immerse in 
water ; 2, to wash, sprinkle, or cleanse with water, (abluo, 
lavo, aqua purge ;) 3. to baptize ; 4. to pour out largely, (pro- 
fundo largiter, &c.) Only one of Schleusner's definitions 
restricts the meaning to immersion. Three of them denote 
the application of the fluid by affusion. Wahl defines bap- 
tize, first, to wash, to perform ablution, to cleanse. Bret- 
schneider's lexicon gives no ground for Mr. Hague's asser- 
tion, for he defines baptize, to wash, to perform ablution, &c. 
We have never yet seen a lexicon which sustains Mr. Hague's 
position. We inay well apply to him a remark which Pro- 
fessor Stuart applies to the great champion on his side of the 
controversy, Mr. Carson. "Mr. Carson,^^ says the professor, 
" lat/s down some very adventurous positions in respect to one 
meaning, and one only, of words, which, as it seems to me, every 
lexicon on earth contradicts, and cdways must contradict,''^ 

Error 8. On page 71, Mr. Hague asserts that Hedericus, 
Stephanus, Suicer, Passow, and Rest, " declare an entire 
immersion to belong to the nature of baptism." Of two of 
these we know nothing. Hedericus (see his lexicon) defines 
baptize, immerse, wash, sprinkle. Stephanus defines it, im- 
merse, wash, cleanse. Passow defines it, immerse, wash, 
sprinkle. 

Error 9. On page 70, Mr. Hague asserts that there is not 
a lexicon in the world, which does not give as the primary, 
the leading meaning under baptize, to immerse, to sink, to 
submerge, either two or all of them. ' ' This is not true. The 
lexicon of Flacciolatus and Forcellinus gives the meanings 
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in the following order : Baptizo, ablno, lavo, i. e. to perform 
ablution, to wash. The lexicon of Constantius gives the 
meaning of bapto, the root of baptizo, thus : — Bapto, to tinge, 
to wash, to color, to immerse, to tinge or tincture with oint- 
ment, to imbue, &c. Buck, in his dictionary, says, ^^its 
radtcaly proper, and primary meaning is, to tinge, to dye, to 
wet, or the like ; which primary design is effected by differ- 
ent modes of application." Wahl, in his lexicon, defines it, 
first, to wash, te perform ablution, to cleanse ; secondly, to im- 
merse, &c. This is sufficient to show the incorrectness of Mr. 
Hague's statement. See Pres. Beecher's Letter, on Lexicons. 

Error 10. It is stated in our essay, that the word baptize 
denotes the application of water in divers ways; that all 
lexicographers concur in this fact, and that no intelligent im- 
mertser can deny it. Mr. Hague is an intelligent Immerser, 
and he denies it. Yet our statement is true ; for Mr. Hague's 
denial is neutralized immediately by his own citations. He 
appeals to Robinson's lexicon, as one which confines the 
meaning to immerse, and yet he quotes other meanings. The 
same is true of others named by him. Mr. Hague seeks in- 
deed to evade the point, by saying that all the other meanings 
are figurative, or derived, or come by implication. This 
will be more fully answered hereafter. It is enough to say 
here, that other meanings are other meanings, come from what 
source they may. And the denial in that form, though put 
forth in capitals, is virtually no denial ; for our assertion was 
preceded by a recognition of the principle, that several dis- 
tinct meanings of a word may be derived from one another. 

The reader is now prepared to estimate correctly the va- 
lidity of Mr. Hague's claim to all the lexicographers. We 

SOLEMNLY AVER THAT NO LEXICOGRAPHER WITHIN OUR KNOW- 
LEDGE, IN ANY COUNTRY, AGREES WITH HIM. DoCS Scapula 

agree with himi No. Do Flacciolatus and Forcellinus? 
No. Does Constantius? No. Does Hedericus ? No. Does 
Bretschneider? No. Does Schleusner? No. Does Wahl? 
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No. Does Stephanas ? No. DoesParkhurst? No. Does 
Ainsworth? No. Does Leigh? No. Does Cole? No. 
Does Passow? No. Do Suidas? Coulon? Greenfield? 
No. DoesZonoras? No. Does Gross? No. Does Schre- 
velius, that great master and critic of the Greek tongue? 
No. Carson admits that the lexicographers are against 
him. But Mr. Hague does more than simply set his 
authority in the scale against the authority of lexicogra- 
phers, the most eminent the world has ever seen. They 
affirm that baptize signifies afiusion as well as immersion. 
But Mr. Hague contends that it signifies only immersion, and 
will have it that the lexicographers agree with him ! This is 
wonderful! How shall we account for it? Would Mr. 
Hague deceive his confiding readers ? Impossible. Has he 
never consulted the lexicographers for himself? — Confessedly 
there is here something of mystery which we cannot evolve. 
We must leave the task with our readers. 

Learned Critics and Theologians. 

With a little swell of language, Mr. Hague repeatedly 
asserts that all the learning in the world sustains his opinion 
as to immersion. ** The literature of the world," he says, " is 
with us." This is comforting, if true. But our preceding 
examination of Mr. Hague's assertions will excite the suspi- 
cion, that this also must be taken with some grains of allow- 
ance. V 

We have already seen what kind of support Turretin gave 
to the immersing principle, when called into court to testify. 
Perhaps it may be well to summon a few other learned critics 
and theologians upon the stand, as Mr. Hague has appealed 
to such authority. 

Flacciolatus, in illustrating the meaning of the word, 
gives an account of certain efifeminate priests, at Athens, 
called Baptai, from hapto, to tinge, because like women they 
tinged, that is, painted their /aces. He, of course, found 
something in the word besides immersion. 
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Mr. Hague will probably admit, that Yossius was not desti- 
tute of some share of the learning of the world. He was T>ne 
of the most distinguished scholars of the sixteenth century, and 
professor in two of the seminaries, then the most celebrated. 
In one place he says, that, ''As in the purifications under 
the law, affusion or sprinkling was sufficient, so in the Chris- 
tian church, we esteem affusion sufficient for baptism." He 
says, in another place," It is clear that the ancient church 
baptized naked ; and there are some who think the custom 
-ought to be observed now, and deny that affusion is baptism. 
If we discover that the apostles immersed, it does not follow 
that they always observed this mode. Sometimes they must 
have baptized by pouring, on account of the multitude, as 
when they baptized three thousand in one day." He also 
gives an example of baptism by affusion, by one Laurentius^ 
a martyr. * * One of the soldiers, ' ' he says , * * named Romanus , 
bringing dcwp of water and offering it to him, seized the op- 
portunity to be haptized.^^ This case shows that, in the third 
century, affusion was so common a mode of baptism, that a 
soldier could offer himself for it, asking no questions. Yos- 
sius also objects to immersion. He quotes another example 
in which a person, even though baptized naked, was not im- 
mersed: — ''and when he had stripped off his clothes, he 
poured water upon his head,^^* 

WajiFRied Strabo, in his work, Be Rebus Eccles., sajrs, 
*' It is to be noticed that many were baptized, and are still 
baptized, not only by immersion, but by pouring water from 
above upon thorn. "f 

Duns Scotus , Dis. 3 . "In baptism the essential part is one 
thing, to wit, washing or purifying ; according to Ephes. v., 
where the apostle calls baptism the washing of water ; and 

* Et cum ezpoliasset eum, fiidit super caput ejus, 
t Notandum, non solum mergeudo sed etiam de super fundendo 
multos baptizatos fuisse, et adhuc posse baptizari. 
9* 
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the accidental part another, namely, whether the ablution 
or purifying be performed by this or that mode."* 

Thomas Aquinas declares, that as the purification of the 
soul is meant by baptism, it is not essential which way it is 
done. 

Calvin, in his commentary on Acts, (viii. 38,) after speak- 
ing of the former prevalence of the custom of immersing, 
says-—'' The custom now prevails, of the minister's sprinkling 
water only on the head or body. But so trifling a difference 
in a ceremony, ought not to be esteemed of such importance 
as, on account of it, to divide the church, or disturb it with 
controversy. For the ceremony indeed, AS FAR AS IT 
HAS BEEN COMMITTED TO US BY CHRIST JE- 
SUS, I would rather suffer death than it should be taken 
firom us. But since in the symbol of water we have the tes- 
timony both of our purification and of our new life ; since in 
water, as in a glass, Christ shows us his blood, that we may 
apply it for our purification ; since he teaches us to be renewed 
by his Spirit, that we may be dead to sin and alive to righte- 
ousness, it is certain that there is nothing, which belongs to 
the substance of baptism, wanting in the prevailing practice. 
Hence, from the beginning, the church allowed itself to differ 
somewhat as to the form, while sure of retaining the substance.*^ 
Again, he says, '* Whether the person baptized be wholly 
immersed, and whether thrice or not, or whether water be 
x>nly poured or sprinkled upon him, IS OF NO IMPOR- 
TANCE." Here is a comment on Mr. Hague's assertion 
that Calvin agreed with him in opinion, while he differed in 
practice. '^ We might well insert a note of admiration here, 
but we forbear." Did Calvin think that the command to bap- 
tize carried, of its owf^ force, the command to immerse t 
How then could he say, that the substance of that command 

* In Baptismo aliquid est de essentia, ut ablutio ; juxta illud ad. 
Eph. v., ubi apostolus baptismum appellat lavacrum aquse ; aUud Tero 
aecideutium, nempe ut ablutio hoc vel illo modo fiat. 
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is realized in sprinkling ? How could he affirm that in sprink 
ling we have the rite as far as it has been committed to us bj 
Christ Jesus ? (Quatenus nobis a Christo tradita est.) Is Mr. 
Hague ready to adopt as his own the sentiments and language 
of this illustrious reformer? Mr. Hague's quotation from 
Calvin is true; BUT NOT THE WHOLE TRUTH. It 
illustrates admirably our remarks on page 14. Calvin says 
that baptize signifies to immerse ; but he does not say that it 
means nothing but immersion, nor that immersion is essential 
to Christian baptism, nor that it' was the only mode practised 
by the ancient church. Probably Mr. Hague had never read 
Calvin, and cited him on the authority of some controversialist 
on his side of the question. 

The celebrated Wolf was a man of some learning. But 
he, in his Cune Philol., does not exactly chime in with Mr. 
Hague's opinions. In his remarks on the passage — ''Go, 
and teach all nations, baptizing," &c., he says — " Baptize de- 
notes not only immersion, hiU also sprinkling and affiLsion,^^ 
And again, on Acts viii. he says — '' it signifies both to immerse 
and to tinge ; and both forms were practised by the ancient 
church, which is evident from ancient monuments described 
by MabilUonius." 

Athanasius, as Vossius informs us, did not censure the 
Arians for sprinkling, but for sprinkling in the name of the 
Trinity, when they did not believe it. His words imply that 
he considered sprinkling baptism. 

With an air of triumph Mr. Hague quotes Beza, ^Hhe- 
author of the Latin poems, ''^ as agreeing with him, (page 77.) 
But if Mr. Hague will adopt Beza's sentiments, there will be 
no further need of controversy. This writer, after showing 
that the phrase " in the water" determines nothing, says, ** / 
haoe noted this, lest any one should suppose there is any force 
in this particle, as those seem to persuade themselves, who think 
that children are not rightly baptized, unless immersed, ' ' A gain , 
be says, after admitting that baptize signifies immersion, 
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"YET BAPTIZO IS TAKEN MORE LARGELY FOR 
ANY KIND OF WASHING, WHERE THERE IS NO 
DIPPING AT ALL." Here you see disclosed the true sen- 
timeats of Beza. And yet Mr. Hague and the Watchman 
are proclaiming to the world that Beza was a close commun- 
ion immerser ! We are almost tempted to exclaim, O shame ! 
where is thy blush ? But it is said, *' Beza says that baptizo 
signifies immersion." So do Messrs. Towne and Cooke. 
But does Be^ say that it means nothing but immersion? 
Does Beza say that immersion is essential to the rite ! Does 
Beza say that none are rightly baptized, unless they are 
immersed? That he never intended to be so understood, is 
evident from the above quotations from his writings. 

Zanchius, the intimate friend of the famous Peter Martyr, 
was a celebrated scholar, and at one time read lectures both 
in divinity and in the Aristotelian philosophy in the seminary 
at Strasburg. He says, " Baptizo doth as well signify to 
dye, and simply to sprinkle, as to immerse." — ^Cultu Dei. Lib 
1. Chap. 16. 

Paraeus says, "Baptism, with the Greeks, imports any 
washing or cleansing, whether it be done by dipping or sprink- 
ling." Paraeus was an eminent scholar of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and made by prince Casimir a professor at Heidelberg. 
In 1589 he published the German Bible, with notes. 

Musculus was a distinguished scholar of the sixteenth cen- 
tury. In 1549 he was settled as professor of theology at 
• Bern. He also wrote Latin poetry, and left many valuable 
commentaries on the Scriptures. Musculus says, " It is free 
for the church to baptize either by dipping or sprinkling." — 
Wall's Hist. 

Lynwood says, " Dipping is not to be accounted of the 
essence of baptism, but it may be given also by pouring or 
wrinkling." — Do. 

Trelactius says, " Baptism, according to the etymology of 
it, signifies commonly any kind of ablution or cleansing." — 
Lib. 2. de Baptisino. 
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TilenuB says, " If we regard the etymology of the word 
baptism, it signiiies dipping and also sprinkling." — ^Disput. 
de Baptismo, p. 883. 

Let us next hear a few additional words from Luther, who 
seenAs to be a ^vorite with Mr. Hague. In his homilies on 
baptism, which were not written with any reference to the 
mode, Luther throws out here and there a casual expression, 
which gives a clue to his opinions. In the passage — *^ He 
that beheveth and is baptizedy*'' &c., he uses tingo, a word 
employed frequently to designate simply to wet. ^e says, 
*' It must be known and believed that it (that is, the water of 
baptism) is such that by it we are purified and cleansed, and 
receive what the Scripture calls the washing of regeneration." 
This is not the style of speech common with Immersers. 
Again, he thus speaks of baptism : — " Concerning this ablu- 
tion and cleansing from sin, David says — ' Wash me from 
iniquities, and cleanse me from my sin. Sprinkle n^ with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean.' And the prophet — *I will 
sprinkle clean water,' &c." It will be perceived that Lu- 
ther is here showing, that the true end of baptism is not 
accomplished, except the soul is cleansed from sin ; but the 
costume of the external rite is evidently alluded to. In another 
paragraph, preserving the same connection between the sign 
and the thing signified, he says, '^ Baptism is nothing else 
than to be washed and cleansed in the red and precious blood 
of Christ. Hence Peter says of those baptized, that they 
were sprinkled by the blood of Christ,'' (1 Pet. i. 2.) In his 
annotations, Luther calls the legal washings, commanded by 
Moses, various baptisms. In view of these quotations, the 
reader will see with what truth it is claimed, that Luther 
found in the word baptize the necessary and exclusive mean- 
ing of immersion. 

Erasmus ranks among the first scholars of modem times. 
He calls the sprinkling of the blood of Christ baptism, 

Jerome says, *^ The Lord Jesus declares, I have also anothe? 
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baptism to be baptized with. You baptize me with water, that 
I may baptize you, as a witness for me, with your own blood, ^"^ 
This was incidentally said, and it shows that Jerome found 
something besides immersion in the word baptism. The mar- 
tyr surely was not immersed in his own blood. Ana yet 
Jerome calls the shedding of one's blood in martyrdom a bap- 
tism. There are no limits, however, to some men's ingenu- 
ity. Since Mr. Hag^ue has contrived to immerse a lake in the 
blood of a mouse, he may attempt (and with equal success ! ) 
to make out a case of immersion here. 

In Marturologio Adonis, ad. 3. Cid. Majus, we read, 
" Whom the blessed Callistus, after enjoining fasting, cate- 
chised, brought water and baptized, (allata aqua baptizabit.) 
Here the water was brougJU—of course not for immersion. 
But nevertheless it was brought for baptism. 

Bassilius, speaking of the forty martyrs, says — " They 
were iniptized, not with water, but with their own blood."* 
They were not immersed in their own blood, and yet they 
were baptized with it. 

Peter 1\f artyr, the celebrated reformer and theologian of 
the sixteenth century, at different times professor of divinity 
at Strasburg, Oxford, and Zurich, thus gives his testimony : — 
« Baptize signifies not only to dip, but in any way to tinge or 
wet.'' 

Alstedius, another eminent scholar of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, professor of philosophy and theology, at Hesborn, in 
Nassau; and afterwards at Wettemberg, in Transylvania, 
Bays, " The term baptism signifies both immersion and sprink- 
ling, and of consequence ablution." And so say Wolledius, 
Doederlein, Danaeus, Ursinus, Lightfoot, WicyiiFe, Vorri- 
long, Bonaventure, Mastricht, Kecherman, and a host of 
others. 

Mr. Hague will not dispute the authority of Tertullian, 

* EfinyrTtv^n ov» er uS'Art akmv to Uia t^fjiA*ri. 
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who lived within one hundred years of the apostles. This 
venerable father says, ''that baptizo means not only to im- 
merse, but also to pour.'' (Mergere non tantam, sed et per- 
fundere.) 

Will Mr. Hague pretend that the most learned theologians 
and biblical critics of our own country are with him ? Dr. 
DwiGHT says that '' the frimary meaning of the word baptizo 
is cleansing. ^^ Barnes says, '^Baptizo signified xyrigindUy 
to tinge, to dye, to stain." Professor Stuart, after stating 
that he could see no evidence that immersion was exclusively 
the mode of Christian baptism, afiirms that *' if any one main- 
tains the contrary, it must be either because he is unable 
rightly to estimate the nature or power of the Greek 
LANGUAGE ; or bocause he is influenced in some measure by 
party feeling ; or else because he has looked at the subject in 
only a partial manner, without examining it fully and thor- 
oughly." 

In view of these facts, in what light appears Mr. Hague's 
turgid boast, that all the learning of the world sustains his 
side of the controversy 1 He is confounded by his own wit- 
nesses. What is the testimony of Wolf ? Calvin? Athanar 
sius? Beza? Zanchius? Yossius? Parseus? Musculos? 
Lynwood? Trelactius? Tilenust Erasmus? Jer<Hne? 
Bassilius? Peter Martyr? Alstedius? Tertullian? Wol- 
ledius? Doederlein? Lightfoot? Danaeus? Ursinus? 
Wickliflfe? Bonaventure? Kecherman? Vorrilong? Mas- 
tricht? Thomas Aquinas? Wall? Leigh? Lombard? 
Morus? Whitaker? Maldonet? Piscator? Walker? 
Pool ? — ^but we forbear. Time would fail us to allude even 
by name to the numerous Greek scholars and biblical critics, 
in Europe and our own country, who give no countenance 
whatever to Mr, Hague's principles. Their united voice is 
against him. They may admit, indeed, that immersion is one 
meaming of the Greek word. But never do they 9ontend for 
ihds meaning exclusively. Never do they maintain that with- 
out an immersion there is no baptism. These illustrious men 
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are made to sapport such principles — how ? By keeping hack a 
part of the truth, as in the case of Ewing, page 14. We ven- 
ture to aflSrm that, in almost every instance, where a critic 
of any notoriety is cited by the advocates for immersion, he 
would serve them no purpose, if permitted to utter his entire 
sentiments. 

There is one expedient adopted by Mr. Hague, in order to 
bring the learned on his side, which, if not original with him, 
is at least quite amusing. Apprehending some diflSculty from 
the well-known fact that the great body of the learned of the 
present day practise sprinkling, and fearing that this might 
lead his readers to suspect the correctness of his statement, 
he ventures the presumptuous assertion, that, if they do not 
agree with him in practice, they do agree with him in senti- 
ment. What ! do Christian scholars universally believe tm- 
mersion essential to the very nature of baptism, and yet prac- 
tise sprinkling ? This is a sweeping charge of insincerity. 
That they so generally practise sprinkling is, to our minds, 
satisfactory proof that they do not consider immersion posi- 
tively enjoined by the command of our Lord to baptize. Mr. 
Hague's assertion implies that they are acting hypocritically. 

We have now destroyed the whole force of Mr. Hague's 
Reply, and might lay aside our pen. But as we commenced 
with a purpose to leave no suggestion of his unanswered, we 
shall proceed briefly to notice his 

Principles of Philology. 

The grand principle of Mr. Hague's philology seems to be 
this — tliat if all the various meanings of a word can he traced^ 
by any relation, however fanciful, to any one of those meanings, 
that one embraces the whole in itself. Such a principle, if ad- 
mitted, would lead directly to the conclusion, that no word in 
the language has more than one meaning. In his remarks 
on the several definitions given to the word baptizo in Robin- 
son's Lexicon j Mr. Hague says — " That abbreviated word. 
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denoting by implication , is very important in this case, and 
involves the princinle which Mr. Towne has overlooked, and 
by overlooking it, he misunderstands the lexicons.*' It seems, 
' then, that we have not yet learned to read the lexicons, be- 
cause we see not how to trace all the meanings, which branch 
off by implication, to one meaning, and make the whole family 
of significations attached to each word but one meaning. 
Upon this principle the whole controversy is in fact made to 
turn. Mr. Hague assumes it as a just principle of philology, 
and bases his reasoning upon it. Let us test this principle by 
some English word. 

Take, for example, the word spring. The first meaning 
which occurs, is a leap or jump. Then others follow — as, 
elastic power — an elastic body — ^motives — a fountain of water 
— a season of the year — a crack in a mast — ^the source of a 
thing. Let the reader now see if he cannot trace these vari- 
ous significations back to the first, to wit, a leap or jump. 
The idea of elastic power comes from the first by implication, 
because one jumps by means of elastic power ; and so with 
the rest. Now if Mr. Hague should say that a crack in a 
mast is the same by " implication^^ with motives of conduct, 
or a fountain of water the same with the spring of a watch, 
he would only be carrying out that favorite principle of phi- 
lology, which he complains that we overlook. He might 
just as well say that spring, when used to designate a part 
of a watch, means the same as when used to designate a 
fountain of water, as to say that baptize, when used of lather- 
ing one's face, means the same as when used of lathing in 
the sea. These surely are different actions, expressed by the 
same word. Let the reader apply Mr. Hague's principle of 
one meaning to the following sentence : — ^In the spring of 
1840, a man by the name of Spring, made a spring over a 
ditch, and fell into a spring on the opposite side, and broke 
the spring of his watch. 

Pennit us to remind Mr. Hague that secondary meanings 
10 
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shoet forth from the primary signification of almost all words; 
a grand characteristic of language which he seems wholly to 
overlook. They proceed generally from cause to eflfect ; and 
it not unfrequently happens that the primary meaning is 
merged or lost in some remote secondary. For the sake of 
illustration, let us suppose that haptizo signified originally 
to immerse. As washing is sometimes the effect of immersing, 
the word might easily pass from its first specific signification, 
to denote simply the effect ; and in process of time wholly 
displace the specific meaning. On the same principle, it 
might come to mean to dye, and to tinge, without retaining 
the idea of immersion. As purification is an effect of wash- 
ing, this meaning might engraft itself upon washing, and ex- 
press at last the whole fi)rce of the word : so that to baptize 
and to purify would be equivalent terms. This meaning the 
word might very naturally assume in standing for a religious 
rite, the main design of which was to symbolize the purificor 
turn of the soul. If such is the nature of language, an attempt 
to chain words to one meaning is fruitless ; and to contend 
for the primary idea, in all the subsequent usages, is ridicu" 
lous. 

Mr< Hague says, that baptize must determine t|ie meaning 
by its own force, or there is no clue to the author's meaning. 
If Mi. Hague says this of some fragment of a sentence, we 
reply that it does not determine the sense by. its own force, 
and there is no clue to the author's meaning. The example 
which he himself cites {fixirrrrcu n vmk) is admirably in point. 
He says that the lexicons agree in saying, that this means, 
the ship sinks. But would he have known it, if the lexicons 
had not said it ? And could the lexicographers have discov- 
ered it, if they had not seen the word in connection with other 
words? That they could not, is clear ; — ^for those same lexi- 
cographers tell us that the word sometimes means simply 
(i^AXoc ymvBeti) to be on the sea. The word itself does not 
Ibrbid our translating the phrase, the ship is washed with the 
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v&ves, or the ship is launched, Sic. The hoo words alone 
furnish no clue to the author's meaning. We will give 
another example, as to ^»^dt avnu ifo^n. Will Mr. Hague tell 
us the precise meaning of the Greek verh here ? Will he 
give us the author^ s meaning? According to his own princi* 
pies, he should be able to do it ; and should at once pronounce 
the meaning to be this— Ai« body was immersed or drowned. 
But this is very far from being the author^s meaning, as an j 
one may see by turning to Dan. v. 21, where the whole pas* 
sage reads thus: '^and his body (Nebuchadnezzar's) was 
wet or spiinkled with the dew of heaven." There were cer- 
tain idolatrous priests at Athens, called baptai, from 0(tvT». 
Why was this name given them ? Mr. Hague must necessa- 
rily say, that they were so called because they had been im' 
mersedj or were immersers. But was this 'the feet ? We will 
answer this question hereafter. We see, therefore, that there 
may be sentences, or a fragment of a sentence, as for instance 
that quoted by Mr. Hague, in which the word by its own force 
does not give the author^s meaning. This fact proves that it 
has more than one specific meaning. 

But if Mr. Hague intended to say this of every complete 
sentence where this word occurs, it is an easy task to show 
his mistake. If his assertion is true of baptize, it is true of all 
other important words. The principle of philology, then, in- 
volved in his assertion is this, that words must determine their 
sense bv their own force, or there is no due to the author*s 
meaning. Let us bring this principle«to the test. Take the 
English word bar, which means a rail thrown across a pas- 
sage — an enclosure in a tavern — any obstruction — an enclo- 
sure in a court — an association of lawyers — a line in music, 
&c All these meanings attach to the word. Now read the 
following line, and say whether the word determines the sense 
by its own force : 

" Must I new bars to my own joys create 7" 

Here we cannot determine, by the simple force of the word, 
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whether burs mean tarem ban, or the encIoeiiTe in a eomt^er 
the rails of a fence, or any obetmction, or a line of music, or 
a company of lawyers. And yet there is no difficulty in getting 
at the author^ 8 meaning. Mr. Hague complains that our prin* 
ciples of philology ^ ' turn order into confusion *" But if he cam 
have no order in language, till each word has only one spedfie 
meaning, expressing by its own force a definite proposition, 
he will not see the chaos of speech reduced to order m 
his day. 

Mr. Hague's unsuccesstuIt attempt to explain awat 
OUR Citations from the Classics, 

In order to maintain his position, Mr, Ha^ue must needs 
explain away our examples. Out of the eleven cases cited by 
us, he has selected four, in which he thinks he discovers im,- 
mersiott. Suppose we grant what he afilrms of these four, 
there still remain seven, for whose immersion he makes no 
provision. From the course which he has adopted, we are 
left to infer, that he thought it best to select those examples 
the most susceptible of a plausible evasion, expecting that the 
reader would lose sight of the rest, in the dust raised by his 
criticism. We ask the reader, therefore, to run his eye again 
over those examples in which the inventive fancy of Mr. Hague 
cannot find even a figurative immersion. They are such as 
the following : *' the face lathered (baptized) with tawny 
rushes" — "a garmenj, stained (baptized) with blood drawn 
by a sword'*—" the hand wet (baptized) by pressing a sub- 
stance,"&c. &c. Out of eleven cases, seven have passed un- 
scathed. 

We now turn to the less fortunate examples. 

" To-day, ye bearers of water, draw up (baptize) none." 
Mr. Hague might have spared his ridicule here, since we 
share it in the good company of his favorite Scapula. Scap- 
ula says that this word is used for — ^to draw up, and to fill for 
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drawing np. Mr. Hague confines it to tiie last of the two 
senses, and says it eannot have the first meaning. We leave 
him to settle the point with his venerated Scapula, reminding 
him, at the same time, that Hesychius and several other 
lexicographers concur with Scapula. 

The next case is the following: — "When it drops upoju. 
the garments, they are dyed, ' ' (baptized. ) Mr. Hague labors 
hard to find immersion here. But ^e garments are dyed, — 
how? By what process? By dipping? No. Mr. Carson, 
one of the most learned and able writers on Mr. Hague's side 
6£ the question, generously gives up this example. Hippo- 
crates employs the word, h« says, " to denote dying by drop- 
ping the dying liquid on the thing dyed. It is surely not 
dying by dipping." The reader will judge, whether drop- 
ping is dipping, or whether the idea of dipping is to be found 
in a process of dying by dropping ! This case is itself suffi- 
cient to overthrow Mr. Hague's main position. He says that 
the word baptism denotes an action, and that action must 
necessarily be dipping. He affirms that immersion and bap- 
tism are equivalent terms ; and that the Englishman might as 
well speak of an immersion by sprinkling, as the Greek of a 
baptism by sprinkling. But Hippocrates spoils all this ; for 
he uses baptism to denote a mode of action, which he informs 
us was dropping. This proves that Mr. Hague has yet to 
learn the true import of the word. The English scholar 
could never speak of an immersion by sprinkling ; nor could 
the Greek have spoken of a baptism by sprinkling or drop- 
ping, if Mr. Hague's views of that word were correct. That 
Hippocrates does call a mode of coloring by the dropping of 
the liquid baptism, is conclusive proof that Mr. Hague does 
not understand the word. He would give it limits which it 
•pvns. 

The next example is that of ^' the lake baptized with the 
Uood of a motuse." We have already introduced Mr. Car- 

10* 
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90V to the reader. Sorely his authority wail not be diaiNi- 
ted. *' To suppoee that there is here any allusioB to the literal 
inuuersion or dipping of a lake, says Mr. Carson, is a mon- 
strous perversion of taste. The lake is said to be dfyed, not 
to be dipped, or poured, or sprinkled. There is in the ward no 
reference to the mode. What a monstrous paradox m. rhetoric 
is the figure of the dipping of a lake in the blood of a mouse ! 
Never was there such a figure. The lake is not said to be 
dipped in blood, but to be dyed with blood,^^ — Beeeher, Art. 
Bib. R., Jan. 1840. (We have no pai^tiality for the entomo- 
logical tribe to which Mr. Hague refers, (see p» 73,) and no 
inclination to i^tare the benefits of their attentions with hia 
and the playM student.) — ^The reader will observe that Mr. 
Carson concedes this example. He allows that the word is 
used here to denote an efieot, without reference to the mode 
by which it is produced. But if it may be so used here, why 
not in other places? If Mr. Hague's views respecting th« 
word were correct, it couUl not be used in a single instance 
as Homer bare uses it. 

The next case is lliat of the Sibylline verse. We presame 
Mr. Hague will not stake his reputation as a scholar on die 
assertion, that ivfta, by its ovni force, means to drown. Yet 
he quotes with approbation a loose translation, in which audi 
a sense is given. He sa3rs, '* this is poetry, and good sense." 
All that may be, and yet not be the meaning of the passage 
in question. The other rendering, he says, is nonsense. 
But is it nonsense to speak of Athens as too buoyant to 
sink? 

Now let the reader judge, whether Mr. Hague has success- 
fully explained away our examples firom the classics. Seven 
remain wholly unscathed. Two of the four which he at^- 
tempts to vnrest from us, his own friend acknowledges to be 
fairly ours. For the other two we feel no anxiety. 

We sought in our essay to make the subject under discus- 
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8i<m perfectly ktelligible to the English reader ; and there- 
fore avoided as much as possible the costume of the schools, 
and quotations from foreign languages. At the same time, 
we designed to base our reasonings on sound philological 
principles. Aware that the advocates for immersion contend 
that the word baptize has but one meaning, and that they rely 
chiefly upon its pagan use, we concluded to give the reader 
a few quotations firom pagan writers, showing that, even 
among them, it designated different modes of applying a 
liquid. We might have added others. The sense of to dye is 
Tery extensively given to j8«vt». Compounded with other 
words, it denotes a dyer, a dye-house, a dying-vat, &c. As 
a compound, it is used in the sense of gilding, or coloring 
0¥ith gold. The priests at Athens, called baptai, <* were so 
called firom 0Mrrm, to tinge or paint, because, like women, they 
tinged their faces with paint." In Arnan — ^Expedition of 
Alexander: — Tovc h Truyenat xtyu titapx^c on ^dLirTWTtti Jt^ot : 
'* Nearchus relates that the Indians dye their beards." Mr. 
Carson admits that they did not dye their beards by immer- 
sion. — ^Bib. R., Jan. 1840. Although the reader has before 
him sufficient proof, that the word is capable of denoting more 
than one mode of a^ppljring a liquid, we request him to peruse 
carefully the following 

Letter from Edward Beecher, D. D., President op Illi- 
nois College, Jacksonville, Illinois. 

Rev. Jos. H. Towne. 

Dear Brother, — ^With your request that I would notice the 
remarks of Mr. Hague on myself, and also that I would fur- 
nish you with certain facts and authorities, of which I spoke, 
I cheerfully comply. 

The design of Mr. Hague's remarks on me is, to produce 
the belief that I have been inexcusably inaccurate in the state- 
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ment <^ plain scripture fiicts, through igfnofance or forgeHul* 
ness. His words are, — *' This is something like a statement 
which President Beecher, of Illinois, has rentured to make o^ 
the same subject. He s^s, ' Nor is the washing of the 
clothes, so often spoken of, enjoined by a word denoting im- 
mersion.' Now for the refutation of this, just turn to Num- 
bers xxxi. 91, 23. ' This is the ordinance of the law which 
the Lord commanded Moses. Erery thing that may abide 
the fire ye shall make it go through the fire, uid it shdl be 
dean ; nerertheless it shall be purified with the water of sep- 
aration ; and all that abideth not the fire, ye shall make go 
through the water J* Now this passage has been in the Bible 
ever since these writers were boys, and how is it, that, to all 
intenls and purposes, they nerer saw \XV^ 

To his concluding question I reply, that, to all intents and 
purposes, I had seen and thoroughly examined it, before I 
made the assertion, which he has ventured to controvert ; and 
of my position it contains no refutation at all : — ^for, 

1. It does not contain the command to wash the clothes to 
which I refer ; — and, 

2. If it did, it contains no word denoting immersion. 

3. The command, to which I did refer,- occurs in the very- 
next verse, and fully sustains my assertion ; and yet this 
Mr. Hague did not venture to quote. 

1. The passage refers to the purification of the spoils taken 
from an enemy. It does not relate to " the washing of the 
clothes so often spoken of." This was the washing of a 
person's own clothes. Moreover, it is not a specific com- 
mand to wash clothes at all, but a general command to cause 
that to pass through the water which will not stand the fire. If 
he says this includes clothes, I reply, it just as much includes 
books and parchment, for they will not stand the fire ; and 
will Mr. Hague therefore call it a command to wash books and 
parchment, &c. ? 
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The plain fajctis, it is not a Bpecific command to wash any- 
thing by name ; and yet I was speaking of a specific com- 
mand to wash clothes by name, and nothing else. Again, 
this command is not one oft repeated — ^it occurs nowhere else. 
The washing of the clothes to which I refer, I characterized 
as * ' often spoken of. ' ' How, then, does this passage refute my 
assertion? It does not even touch it. Again, if it were the 
command to wash clothes to which I refer, yet still it con- 
tains no word denoting immersion. Does the word ^1^9, to 
pass, to go, denote immersion ? Does its Hiphil form, to 
cause to pass, denote immersion ? Mr. Hague may reply, 
that the phrase to cause to pass through water denotes im- 
mersion. Very well, so it does ; and when i ever deny it, 
iben let him quote this passage against me. But I have done 
no such thing. I spoke of a word in which an oft-repeated 
injunction is given, and mentioned the identical word, viz., 
D^, and affirmed that it did not denote immersion. And 
is it a refutation of this, to adduce a complex phrase, implying 
immersion merely by an adjunct, but in which the leading 
Tezb does not mean to immerse at all, but only to pass ? If we 
say that a bird passes through the airy it implies flying, by force 
of an adjnnet ; does the word to pass therefore mean tojhf ? 

But why did Mr. Hague omit the command to wash their 
own clothes, which occurs in the next verse 1 Here would 
have been a case in point. It is a specific command to wash 
clothes, and not a general command to purify spoils. It is an 
instance of the command to which I referred as oft repeated, 
and it contains the word specified. And will Mr. Hague 
venture to deny the truth of my assertion concerning it 1 Af- 
ter aU, it seems to me that the venturing is on his side, not 
on mine. He has ventured to assail a plain truth, which no 
man can disprove or reasonably deny. 

Of the authorities and facts to which I referred, there are 
many besides those which I have already adduced in my arti- 



yGoogk 



116 STRICTURBS ON 

des on baptism, and which I propose to emptoy in my c<mclud- 
ing article. Bat, at your request, I will adduce at this time 
a few. 

A passage in Clemvnt of Alexandria, deserves particular 
notice, as settling beyond dispute the position that those to 
whom the Greek was vernacular did regard ^Mrti^m as sig- 
nifying to purify, irrespetive of mode. It occuis Strom, book 4, 
p. 531 : Paris, 1641. Speaking of the true gnostic, i. e., one 
jrho has the true knowledge of God, he is led to speak of 
purity as essential in order to see God ; and this leads, by a 
natural transition, to the rites denoting purification. He then 
remarks, that an idea of such modes of purification may have 
proceeded from Moses to the heathen poets, thus — K«i Sn ttm 

troMVMc iih sroK* 

EOoc «rovT0. Iov/flU«iF, i$f %At Ts iroxXMUc CTJ %wn IU,im(t9^i, 
He here states, that that may be an image or resemblance of 
baptism^ which has been handed down from Moses to the 
poets. He then illustrates it by two instances :— -Penelope 
washed herself and put on clean apparel, and went to her de- 
votions. Telemachus washed his hands in the ocean, and 
prayed to Minerva. He then adds, this was the custom of the 
Jews, that they should be often baptized upon their 
COUCHES. To denote washing. Homer uses tygaiiw ; to denote 
washing the hands, irrarT«. Here I propose to any intelligent 
and candid Greek scholar the following inquiries : — 

1. Is not il^Anm a generic word to denote washing or puri- 
fication? Is ii not as generic as jc«9ag/^«? 

2. Dare any one say that mrtm denotes immersion? Is 
washing of the hands immersion ? 
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3. In these mstances Clement saya there is an iffiage or 
zesemblance of baptism. Of furificaiion there is an image ; 
but what image or resemblance is there of immersion ? 

4. Our credulity has been sorely taxed by the demand to 
believe, that couches were habitually immersed by the Jews ; 
yes, by all the Jews ; — shall we go one step farther, and 
affirm that it was their custom frequently to be immersed upon 
their cvuches ? shall we believe that they had baptisteries be- 
low their coaches, and an apparatus of ropes and pullies, for 
elevating and depresMng men, couches, and all ? and that they 
were in the habit of 4oing itm frequently in the couise of one 
malf 

5. What then does the passage mean ? Plainly, that they 
reclined on their couches, and often washed their hands during 
their meals. This is a matter of history and of &ct. The 
other interpretation is ridiculous and absurd. Now the wash- 
ing of the hands is a purification. The Psalmist says, I 
will wash my hands in innocency. Pilate desired to declare 
)aA fireedom from guilt by washing His hands before the mul- 
titude. But the washing of hands is no immersion. The 
oonclusion is inevitable that 0Ami(m here denotes to furify^ 
not to immerse, 

I will now state the general fact that both the Latin and 
Greek fathers, under the words /SatTTi^/ieei and ^TttivfAAtA^ do 
include not only the washing of the body and hands in any 
way, but also the sprinkkngs and eaepiations, not only of the 
Mosaic ritual, but of the whole heathen world. Of this 
in my »ext article I shall give ample proof; there is not room 
for it in detail here. I will only add, as to 0Aw^i^t», a single 
passage from Justin Martyr, relating to spiritual purifi- 
cation. ^ 

" What is the benefit," says he, " of that baptism which 
ekanses the flesh and the flesh alone? BATTKrOurt «rir? -ivxw 
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Translate this — be purified as to your soul from wrath, 
covetousness, envy, and hatred, and Lo your body is pure—- 
and all see the sense and feel its beauty. But who, that was 
^ not violently pressed to support a theory, would ever venture 
to use the barbarous expression, be immersed as to your soul 
from wrath, &c., and Lo your body is pure ? 

I will add two instances of the use of ^irrm. In book 4, 
lines 156, 157, of the Argonautica of ApoUonius Rhodius, 
occurs the most remarkable case of immersion or dipping on 
record, if it is true that Rxirttt always means to dip. The 
subject ot the immersion was the HUGE DRAGON who 
guarded the golden fleece ; the immerser, Medea ; and that 
into which the dragon was immersed, a juniper branch. The 
facts of the case are these : — As Medea and Jason approach, 
the HUGE SERPENT raises himself up in vast coils, rising 
like volumes of smoke above volumes of smoke in some vast 
conflagration. Medea then sings her incantations, and relaxes 
his sinews ; he throws himself 'forward and extends himself 
in huge folds — ^with uplifted head seeking to devour them. 
Medea then resorts to a soporific mixture in a cup, or goblet, 
and, in the words of the poet, 

H* ^i fAtf et^KiuQoto fist <nrfxiori Sstxxy 

BstTTOt/C* •» KUKtUfOC eUt>f^9tT9t ^A^AK AOii'cUf 

'Pdetvi JtfltT* o^d«x^«r. 

That is, {if fUirrm means dip, or immerse,) she, immersing 
him, with or in a newly cut juniper bough, sprinkled strong 
sopori^ poisons with songs upon his eyes ; and thus put him 
to sleep. Here I inquire — ^Did Medea, according to the poet, 
take up this HUGE SERPENT? This was plainly neces- 
sary to dip or immerse him. How could she dip or immerse 
him en a cup, or m a juniper bough, or with it? If she did 
immerse him, it must have been done by sprinkling, for the 
poet expressly asserts that she sprinkled her soporific poi- 
sons on him. Will our immersing brethren then admit, that 
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we can immezse by sprinkling, from a cup, with a braneli 1 If 
80, then all controversy is at an end ; for we are all willing; 
to immerse by sprinkling. 

Now in this case the facts are undeniable. The snbject 
was a VAST SERPENT. Medea took a bough of juniper, 
and sprinkled him with it, from a soporific mixture, in a cnp^* 
To describe this operation, the poet uses ^atttu and ^<f«. If 
this la immersion, all will admit that it ia the most remarkaible 
case on record ; and performed in the most remaiicable way. 

But the Greek scholiast sees no immersion here. His words 
are— fy toutoic xeu toic t^ifwc ^wci TW Mi!^u«ty t7rtfpAnov^»f a^utt/Bm 
<ro ^n^mtof tMfjLtvdn tov i^etxovtx'^ that is, in these and the fol* 
lowing words the poet says, that Medea, sprinkling the poi- 
son, with the juniper branch, put the dragon to sleep. And 
the editor illustrates it by a reference to the passage in Yir- 
gil, in which the god of sleep shakes a bough, moistened with • 
Lethean water, over the temples of Palinurus, and puts him 
to sleep. 

The second case is from Lucien. Speaking of dying pur- 
ple, with the shell-fish called ^eg^gst, he says, Si/vArnt ym^ 

^ATTTUf OUX. iffBttC-Bett fXGTfOr TO TMC TTO^'^^Af Xg**(. That is, (if 

fietfrret means to immerse or dip,) the Jlesh of the shell-fish can 
not only be eaten, but can also dip or immerse ff Dip or im- 
merse what? and how can ^5A dip or immerse anything? 
Translate it '* can not only be eaten, but also color or dye,^^ 
and alibis plain. 

As to LEXICONS— I have examined with care five made by 
writers of the Greek language, in which their definitions are 
in Greek — ^I refer to Suidas, Hesychius, 2^naras, Phavo- 
rinus, and the Etymologicum Gudianum, and in none op 

' THEM IS THE SENSE IMMERSE GIVEN EITHER TO ^tiTrrot OR /8«?r- 

ti^m. Zonaras gives full definitions of the ecclesiastical usage 
of ^ATTTi^et, all of which sustain the position that it denotes 
sacrificial purification, i. e., the remission of sins; yea, he 
11 
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expresaly so detnes it-— afi^'je a/^a^tw Si Wkrof xat imtf^roe — 
the foTgiyeness of sins by water and the Spirit ; and what is 
this but sacrificial purification, or naBa^tr/uioc'^ And Phavori- 
nils follows him eicactly in this. 

I have now only to ask — ^what is the highest authority on 
this subject, the opinions of modern critics, or of those who 
spoke and wrote the Greek as their vernacular tongtte ? 

Our immersing brethren are fond of claiming *' all the leam* 
ing of modem Europe" as on their side. I do not admit the 
truth of their claim. But if I did, I would only reply, Before 
their tribunal I refuse to stand. I appeal from them to those 
whose decision must be final — the original writers or thc 
Greek tongue. 

And, as a friend, I would advise our immersing brethren to 

cease from using the oft-repeated thunder of great names, and 

• to appeal directly to the writings of the Greek fathers, and 

other writers of ecclesiastical Greek. I, for one, am perfectly 

willing to abide the result. 

I am yours afifectionately, 

E. Beecher. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, to whom Pres. Beecher refers, was 
one of the fathers of the church, distinguished for learning 
and eloquence. He was bom A. D. 217. The examples 
cited in the above letter are decisive. We call the attention 
of Mr. Hague to them particularly. Will he inform «s, and 
the public generally, in what manner Medea immersed the 
dragon with a juniper bough? This he must do, or abandon 
his position. Here is a clear case of a baptism by sprinkling. 
With this example before him, will Mr. Hague presume to say 
that bapto admits of but one mode of applying a liquid? As 
well might he contend that our English word travel specifies but 
0716 mode of going from place to place ; or that our word wash 
specifies but one mode of using water. And let it be distinctly 
understood, that to multiply instances where the word denotes 
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an immeiBion can avail Mr. Hague nothing. What if we 
should give the reader ten thousand examples in which our 
word wash is used of an immersion — ^would all this prove that 
it cannot signify other modes of using water ? The examples 
already adduced, prove beyond all doubt that baptize has not 
the determinate meaning of immerse. 

Examples trom the Olp Testament and Apocryphal 
Wri-b^rs. 

Our citations from the Old Testament and the apocryphal 
writers bring us to the same conclusion. See page 9. These 
examples Mr. Hague has passed oToer without notice. He 
has preferred to fill his space with certain fanciful illustrations 
and unsupposahle suppositions. The case of the officer is 
not worthy of a serious answer. No man could ever suppose 
that orders to sail to Nova Scotia required him to move 
through the air like a bird, or a kite, or the moon. There is 
but one mode of sailing common among men. Mr. Hague's 
iilostration, therefore, is not in point. We will furnish our 
reader with one more to the purpose. Suppose an individual 
to receive orders to travel to Nova Scotia. He goes to his 
books to learn what to travel means, and finds that to travel 
signifies to walk, to ride on horseback, to sail in a steamboat, 
to ride in a rail-car, &c. What then ? Is he perplexed 1 Is 
he in doubt what to do ? By no means. He sees that the 
command is of such a nature that it may be obeyed in diverts 
ways. It commands him to go to the place specified, but de- 
termines nothing as to the mode of travelling. An individual 
is commanded to wash. ' Now because there are divers ways 
of washing, and no one way is specified, is the command unin- 
telligible? Certainly not. All which he \b required to do, is 
simply to wash, the mode of washing not being essential to 
obeetience. And if the word baptize, in its application to the 
Christian rite, is used in the generic sense of cleansing or 
purifying, there is no difficulty in discovering what is essen- 
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tial to a due obserrance of it, although no one mode of cleans- 
ing is specified. The very fact that no one mode is specified, 
only proves that the essence of the rite consists in the use of 
clean water, and not in the mode of using it. 

But to test still further Mr. Hague's principle of holding 
sacred words to one sense only, and that the classic, let us 
take the word mw/ua. Its first meaning is wind — ^and then 
others, such as breath, the soul, the temper of the mind, and 
the Spirit of Gk)d, all come, by implication or analogy, from 
the primary meaning. If Mr. Hague will treat this word as 
he does baptize, and insist upon the primary classic significsr 
tion, he will give us some ludicrous specimens of philology. 
He must then interpret the phrase, " he gave up the ghost," 
lie gave up the wind. "The pqor in spirit" must then be 
poor in wind. " In spirit and in truth," according to Mr. 
Hague, is in wind and in truth, " Paul determined in his 
mind" must read — Paul determined in his loind. " The spirit 
of meekness" we must understand as the wind of meekness. 
Who will tell us in what particulars this fails of being a fair 
carrying out of Mr. Hague's main principle of philology — ^the 
principle on which the whole matter in dispute turns ? 

Mr. Hague defies us to cope with Universalists on our pxin- 
ciples, and goes on to tell us what absurd things they say 
about the word «ia>Mcr, as though we were answerable for 
their perversions. But has he seen no successful arguments 
against Universalists by Pedobaptist writers ? And yet, let us 
ask, did he ever see one that adopted his theory of one mean- 
ing and one only ? We have never heard Professor Stuart's 
argument on the meaning of aim ever objected to by Immer- 
sers, on the ground that he classifies the different meanings 
of the word. And did Mr. Hague ever try his principle 
of one meaning and one onlyy in a discussion with Uni- 
versalists ? The very point for which the Universalists con- 
tend respecting the word yttwA (hell) is this, — ^that it is used 
in its primary sense of the Valley of Hinnam. Grant them 
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this, and their proof that there is no hell, (so far as this word 
is concernod,) is complete. Yes, and Mr. Hague should 
have reflected, that the very word a/cvy, (age,) which he se- 
lects, if interpreted by his principle of strictly adhering to 
what is called the primary meaning, and making that alone 
the meaning, would be yielding the point entire to Universal- 
ists, so far as that word is concerned. Indeed, what he wishes 
us to do with baptize, is just the thing which Universalists do 
with every word in dispute between them and us. His refer- 
ence to Universalists was, therefore, very unfortunate for him. 
But to return from this digression to the matters which he 
has passed over. We quoted examples of the use of the* word 
in the Old Testament, and in the Apocrypha, in which baptize 
is used in a sense different from that of immerse. These Mr. 
Hague has not noticed. We then went to the New Testa- 
ment, and selected examples, in which the word is applied to 
other things besides the religious rite. We thought it more 
important to settle the BiMe tuse, than the pagan use of the 
terra. But to this part of our work he makes no distinct 
reference. He does, m the beginning, say of the baptism of 
cups and couches, and of the Pharisaic washing of hands, that 
he shall show that they were immersions. But where he re- 
deems his promise, we cannot discover. In one case he refers 
us to Calmet for proof that beds can be immersed : we have 
not fonnd in Calmet any such proof, but much of a contrary 
nature. In connection wiUi this point he quotes a Jewish rule 
as to ceremonial bathing, required by the law, to show, we 
suppose, that when the Pharisees* observed their uncom- 
manded custom of washing hands, they immersed themselves 
all over ; and then asks if a Jewish Rabbi is not better au- 
thority than a New England clergyman. Does he expect to 
satisfy clear and honest minds by such means? No ; let it be 
well understood, that our examples to show that the Bible use 

* As to the custom of the Pharisees, see Pres. Beecher's Letter, 
pai^e 116. 
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of the term, when nat appHed to the rite, are clearly against 
immersion, and that Mr. Hague has not made an attempt to 
show the contrary, which requires an answer. 

John's Baptism. 

Our remarks under this head, in our first treatise, we wish 
the reader to peruse again, in connection with what Mr. H. 
has said in reply. He sneers at our computation of the num- 
bers baptized by John. The words of the evangelist are-* 
*' And there went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and 
the region round about Jordan." These terms, literally unr 
derstood, imply that more than a million flocked to John's 
baptism. We put it down at 500,000, as the least that could 
have been intended. This, Mr. Hague treats as ridiculous. 
We leave the reader to judge, whether he has met the> point, 
as a fair reasoner, conscious of the strength of his positions^ 
He also ridicules our translation of many voaters at Enon. 
As there is no refuting a sneer, we will not argue this point 
with him. We will rather quote a few suggestions from 
Professor Stuart, whom Mr. Hague lauds so much, as one of 
' ' those venerable veterans in theology. ' ' New this same venera- 
lie veteran in theology aa.j9 of this phrase, iSAat* jtoum— ^' It 
has always seemed to me a very singular mode of expressicm, 
to designate the former idea," i. e., that the wateis were 
abundant, and deep, so as to be convenient for immersing. 
*^ Why not say, because the water was deep, or abundant, 
simply ? A single brook, of very small capacity, but still a 
living stream, might, with scooping out a small place in the 
sand, answer most abundantly all the purposes of baptism, in 
case it were performed by immersion, and answer them just 
as well as many waters could. But, on the other hand, a 
single brook would not suffice for the accommodation of the 
great multitudes who flocked to John." 

'' But let us now see what the idiom of the language de- 
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mands. In Matt. iii. 16, Mark i. 10, water designates the 
river Jordan. In Acts viii. 36—39, it is left uncertain by the 
text whether a stream or fountain of water is meant. In 
Rev. viii. 12, a * third part of the waters,'* refers both to the 
rivers and fountains of water, that had just been mentioned, 
and so of, of the waters in the same verse. In Rev. xvii. 1, 
the angel says to John, * I will show thee the punishment of 
the great harlot, who sitteth on many waters, i. e., many 
streams or rivers of water. In xvii. 15, the same phrase and 
idea is repeated. In Rev. xxii. 1, we find the expression, river 
of water of life, which in Rev. xxii. 17 is referred to, and called 
Uie water of life. In Rev. i. 15, xiv. 2, xix. 6, we have the 
expression, voice of many waters, which in two of the pas- 
sages is followed by the expression, as the voice of thunder. 
Now it is the waves of the sea, probably, to which the writer 
here alludes. But these waves of the sea are successive, and, 
80 to speak, different, and broken masses of water ; not one 
continuous mass, deep and abundant. The simple idea of 
depth and abundance would not give birth to the conception 
of many waters. It is the movement, the division, the succes- 
sion, and the motion, which form the ground of this idea." 

'* Of the evangelists, only Matthew and Mark use CSm^ in 
the plural. Matthew employs it four times, viz., xiv. 28, 
29, viii. 32, vii. 15. In the three former instances it desig- 
nates the waters, as we say in the lake of Tiberias. In the 
latter it probably means different or various streams or foun- 
tain^ of water. In this last sense, Mark employs it in the 
only example in which the plural is used in his gospel, ix. 22. 
No other example of the plural occurs, till we come to the 
Apocalypse. Here, as we have seen, the waters or waves of 
the ocean are designated, in three instances, and in nine in- 
stances, fountains and streams of water are designated. No 
example then can be brought in the New Testament of the 
application of uiArtt to designate merely quantity of water, 
sunply considered as deep and abounding." 
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Thns our own remarks on this subject are more than sus- 
tained. If the reader will read them again, and compare them 
with Mr. H.'s suggestions, he cannot fail to see where the 
truth of this matter lies. 

Baptism op Christ. 

Under this head, Mr. H. has said little that would he cal- 
culated to detract from the force of our remarks. The pas- 
sage of scripture on which he relies to " sweep all awcn/,^^ is 
this — " It is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah, of 
which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood." 
" Here," continues Mr. Hague, " the apostle asserts, that no 
statute of the Mosaic law touched the priesthood of Christ, 
who pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave atten- 
dance at the altar." Is it a fact, or do our eyes deceive usi 
Has Mr. H. thus penned a denial of the priesthood of Christ, 
in thus perverting the text of Paul 1 We have, for some 
time, noticed a growing disposition among Immersers to quote, 
as of special weight in this controversy, the opinions of Ger- 
man writers, who, in order to expunge the doctrine of the 
atonement from the gospel, seek to exclude from the rite of 
baptism the symbolical sprinkling of the blood of atonement. 
But we were not prepared to expect that Mr, Hague would 
deny the priesthood of Christ, in order to make out that he 
was immersed. This seems too great a sacrifice to carry so 
small a point. 

But charity would hope that he does not mean so much, 
though he says it. Suppose he means only to say, that as 
Christ was a priest, not after the order of Aaron, but after 
that of Melchizedek, he required no ceremony of induction to 
office, i. e., no public introduction and manifestation to the 
people, in his official character. Then the express words of 
John should settle the question, who tells us that the great 
purpose of his own ministry was to usher in that of Christ, 
and manifest him lo Israel ia his official character : ** I knew 
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him not, but that he should be made manifest to Israel, there- 
fore lam come baptizing with water. ^^ 

Mr. A. intimates that the ceremony of Christ's baptism did 
not correspond with that of the induction of priests. But we 
ask what material circumstance was wanting? There was 
certainly the washing with water ; and as to the clothing with 
priestly robes and anointing with oil, the two other parts of 
the ceremony — ^the voice from heaven speaking to the ear 
what the ceremonial investiture by robes spoke to the eye — 
and the visible pouring upon him of the Holy Spirit, actually 
accomplishing what all typical unctions had prefigured — 
these were even more than answering the demands of the 
ritual law. As all the Jewish ritual was typical of Christ, 
what fact or circumstance relating to him could have been 
typified by the typical priest's induction to ofiice, if not 
Christ's own induction to office ? And as the type of the pas»- 
^ over terminated in the real offering of the sacrificial Lamb ; 
was it not fitting, that the type of priestly ordination should 
terminate in the real ordination of the real Priest, over the 
house of God ? This truth stands out with the clearness of a 
sunbeam, by the collected light of both the Old Testament 
and the New. 

Baptism of the Three Thousand. 

Mr. H. thinks there was water in Jerusalem convenient for 
immersing three thousand in a fraction of a day, because there 
was enough to stand a siege. But water in wells might an- 
swer all the purposes of standing a siege, and yet not be very 
convenient for immersing. He tells us that Chrysostom im- 
mersed three thousand in one day. But as he gives no 
authority for so incredible a fact, and as we have found so 
many of his other statements worse than apocryphal, and as 
the thing in itself is impossible, we must be excused for say- 
ing that we do not believe it. 
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Baptism of the Ethiopian. 

His suggestion as to the phrase, in Isaiah lii. 15, — 
"sprinkle many nations," would probably not have been 
made, if the note which appeared in our second edition had 
been b^ore him when he wrote. Since publishing that note, 
we have had the curiosity to consult all the Hebrew lexicons 
that haVe faBen in our way, and we find that only one out of 
the whole gives the least countenance to the rendering of the 
Seventy. Mr. H. says " Gesenius sanctions it, and throws 
light on its origin." But how and why does he sanction it ? 
The only sanction which he gives it, and the only light which 
he throws on its origin, is just to say, that the Seventy in that 
passage so render it. And for that reason he numbers the 
sense of astonish among its meanings — ^thus, " To cause to leap 
for joy or admiration. So, perhaps, Isa. — So shall he cause 
many nations to wonder at him. — Sept." — And why does he 
give it even this equivocal sanction 1 Because he wishes to ex- 
clude from the Bible, as far as he can, the idea of Christ's 
sprinkling the nations with his blood. Hence he sanctions the 
error of the Seventy, so far as he can without risking his own 
credit as a schoj^ar, and no farther. Mr. H. should be a little 
more cautious of following in the wake of German neologists. 
But we see from the late forth-puttings of Newton Seminary, 
that the malaria from Germany is to spread its visitations 
upon the immersing denomination, and we fear to a greater 
extent than it has done with us ; from the fact that neologists 
find declaring for immersion to be a convenient way of evad 
ing evangelical doctrines, and because, from their countenanc- 
ing immersion, their writings are, in what Immersers regard 
a main point, peculiarly acceptable. But we hope that, in 
all their immersings, they will not be completely immersed in 
neology. A sprinkling of it has been quite enough for us. 

But to return to the subject of Hebrew lexicons on Isa. 
lii. We have consulted Castellus' Heptaglott Lexicon ; also 
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the Pentaglott, and Robertson's and Pagninns' and BtuttoiTs ; 
and none of them give such a meaning as that of astonish to 
the word. The Pentaglott gives the meaning of sprinkle to 
Ihe word in that passage. It gives also the meaning of the 
word in the Targums, and the cognate words in Chaldee and 
Arabic. So utterly groundless is the conceit, that that word, 
in every other place rendered properly, should here mean to 
astonish. Mr. Hague's suggestion that the eunuch read from 
the Seventy, we have already refuted. If he did read from 
that copy, he had an inspired teacher, who could give him the 
true meaning. It is really of no consequence, therefore, 
whether he read from the Seventy or not. 

In confirmation of what we said respecting the absence of 
such water as was suitable for the immersion of the eunuch, 
let us bring the testimony of Ensebius. Treating of Hebrew 
topography, under the word Bedsonr, he says — " There was 
a spring in the village of Bethfforon, twenty miles distant 
from Jerusalem, flowing from a mountain, in which the Ethi- 
opian was baptized." This testimony is specially important, 
as it was written at an early period, when the truth in the 
case must have been known. Pococke testifies that the spring 
was to be seen in his day, i. e. two hundred years ago. Thus 
vanishes the last semblance of proof that the eunnch was 
immersed. 

Thk Lord's Supper jlvd Baptism. 

In attempting to discredit our principles of philology, Mr. 
Hague says that any one would be justified on the ground of 
them to drop the sacramental wine on his hand, and absorb it 
through his skin, and contend that in so doing he obeyed the 
command of our Lord — " Drink ye all of it.'* We should be 
very sorry to encourage such an evasion of a plain precept. 
But Mr. Hague's illustration fails for want of relevancy 
There is but one mode of drinking common among men. Men 
never drink through the skin of the hand. The command to 
drink, therefore, is a specific command, to receive the liquid 
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into the mouth and swallow it. Men dnnk in no other wajr. 
There are, however, divers modes oi baptizing. The dragon 
was not baptized in the same way with the ship to which Mr. 
Hague alludes ; nor was the baptism practised by the Jews, 
while lying on their couches, like that administered to the naked 
candidates of the ancient church. According to customary 
usage, the word drink limits a man to one mode of receiving 
a liquid, that is, he must receive it through the mouth ; the 
word baptize, on the other hand, admits of several ways of 
applying a liquid. Hence Mr. Hague's illustration is totally 
irrelevant. As he has alluded to the Lord's Supper, however, 
we will take the opportunity to test his principles. Suppose 
we should do the* same with the word supper that he does 
with the word baptism. Then because deipnon (supper) pri* 
marily denotes a full meal, taken about the middle of the 
afternoon, and usually accompanied with excess and revel- 
lings, we must understand (according to Mr. Hague's princi- 
ples) the command to observe the Lord's Supper, as enjoin- 
ing upon us the duty of doing just what, the Greeks were 
accustomed to do at the meal designated by this word. This 
was an error into which the Corinthian Greeks fell, and for 
which Paul sharply reproved them. See 1 Cor. xi. When 
words are taken from a common use and applied to a sacred 
rite, they must have a shade of meaning somewhat different 
from their ordinary signification. See page 10. Those, how- 
ever, who insist on plunging because they think the original 
word classically signifies to plunge, should, for a like reason, 
insist upon eating a full meal at the Lord's table. Our im- 
mersing brethren have only to treat deipnon as they treat 
baptize, and the Lord's table would immediately present a 
novel and disgusting scene. 

The Opinions and Practice of the Earlier Ages of 
THE Church. 

Our limits will admit of only a few remarks under this 
head ; and yet these few may throw back some li^ht upon the 
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question discussed in the precedmg pages. Let it be under- 
stood that we distinguish between the apostolic and the prim- 
itive church. That immersion was not practised by the apos- 
tles, we have clearly shown, so far as a d^nonstration of the 
absence of all evidence can prove a negative proposition. In 
the ages succeeding them, it was no doubt the general mode 
of baptism. But it was never practised exclusively. 
During a period of many centuries, sprinkling was held to be 
valid baptism by the great body of Christians ; and evidences 
of its practice are to be found in the testimony of the most 
distinguished men, reaching back to the earliest historical 
ages of the church. Let the reader consult Erasmus, Zan- 
chius, Calvin, Martin Bucer, Thomas Aquinas, Gratian, Ber- 
nard, and the writers generally of the sixteenth, fifteenth, 
fourteenth, thirteenth, twelfth and eleventh centuries, and he 
Mfill find ample testimony to this fact. Walfriedus Strabo 
A. D. 850— the venerable Bede, A. D. 670— Aurelius Pru- 
dentius, A. D. 390 — severally speak of sprinkling as valid 
baptism. Prudentius represents John as baptizing by pouring. 
In the year 337, Constantino the Great was bs^ptized by sprink 
ling. The Others of the third and fourth centuries, Gregory 
Nazianzen, Eusebius, Athanasius, Basil, Lactantius, beajt 
witness in various ways to the practice and validity of sprink- 
ling. Cyprian was constituted bishop of Carthage in 248 
This distinguished bishop could not have been ignorant of the 
opinions and practice of the church at that early period. 
Speaking of some who were baptized by sprinkling, he quotes 
the prophet Ezekiel, (Ez. xxxvi. 25,) "I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean ;" and then adds — 
^^ Hence it appeara-that sprinkli?ig is of equal validity with the 
sahUary bath,^^ — Op., Lib. 2, Epis. 7. Is not the authority 
of Cyprian of more weight in this controversy than that of a 
* * New England clergyman ? ' ' Origen and TertuUian both lived 
within one hundred years of the apostles ; and they unitedly 
testify to the practice and validity of baptism by afiiision or 
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eprinkling. The same may be said of Clemens Alex* 
andrinus and Irenaeus, the first of whom lived withia fifty 
years of the apostles, and the last of whom was bom about the 
time the beloved John fell asleep. Such are the iajei». It 

WAS NOT UNTIL AFTER THE REFORMATION, IN THE SIXTEENTH 
CENTURY, THAT ANY SECT OF CHRISTIANS CONSIDBRSD IM- 
MERSION AS ESSENTIAL TO BAPTISM. 

The question now very naturally occurs, What was the 
occasion of the beginning and prevalence of immersion t The 
modern advocates for exclusive immersion take it far granted 
that the early Christians practised this mode because they believed 
the original word rendered it imperatively necessary. But this 
position is wholly untenable. There are many considerations, 
which conclusively prove that ^e practice in question origi* 
nated in no such belief. 

1. It is not necessary to suppose such a belief, to aocouKt 
fbr tho prevalence of the practice. 

3. The word has no such restricted meaning, but is used 
of divers modes of applying a liquid, as has been clearly 
proved. The English scholar would as soon limit our word 
go to some one mode of travelling, as the aneient Others linuit 
baptize to one mode of using water. 

3. Every fact which proves that the lathers ^d not oorasider 
immersion essential, proves also that they did not understand 
the ifford as requiring immersion. If they had understood 
Christ as saying, in so many words, '* go and immerse," they 
must have insisted on that one mode as essential. But they 
never considered it as essential, 

4. That the early fathers did not consider the word as a 
synonyms of immersion, is evident from the feet that they 
speak of sprinkling as baptism, Mr. Hague could not speak 
of sprinkling as baptism. He believes that baptism is pre- 
cisely equivalent to our English word immersion. For Mr. 
Hague, therefore, to call sprinkling baptism, would be as ab- 
surd as to call sprinkling immersion. But the fethers coujd 
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speak of sprinkling as baptism ; and they felt not Mr. Hague's 
difficulty, for the plain reason, that their views of the import 
of the word were radically dijQferent from his. 

5. The fathers never base an argument for immersion on 
the import of the word. This is a very remarkable fact. The 
modem advocates of exclusive immersion rest their argument 
almost entirely upon the word. The word is immerse, they 
say, and therefore we must immerse. But there is nothing 
like this to be found in the writings of the ancient fathers. 
Why did they not take the same position with modem Im- 
mersers 1 Because they held altogether different views. Why 
did they not defend immersion on philological grounds ? Be- 
cause they knew that on such grounds it could not be de- 
fended. 

6. The fathers and early Christians used the word in a 
sense as indeterminate as our word wash, and in instances 
where there could have been no immersion. They speak of 
the shedding of blood as baptism — of the baptism of tears — 
of baptism by martyrdom, &c. 

7. The fathers expressly state that the power of baptism 
does not depend on the quantity of water used. 

8. It is abundantly evident from their writings, thiM; they 
understood baptize, in its application to the Christian rite, in 
some generic sense, whicif left the mode of using the water 
undefined. 

9. They themselves practised immersion, sprinkling, and 
affusion. 

In view of these facts, we are not at liberty to take it for 
granted that the fathers immersed, because they believed that 
^jTT/fm means only to immerse. Indeed, it is quite clear that 
they were not led to adopt this form of baptism by any such 
belief. If such an understanding of the word had been the 
source of their practice, their practice would have been always 
uniform. They never could have used the word to denote 
divers modes of applying a liquid. With them it must then 
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have carried invariably the sense of immersion. They never 
could have called sprinkling baptism, if they had considered 
that word a synonyme of immersion. Since, therefore, theuf 
practice was not uniform; since they were accustomed to 
employ /B«>rT/fai in cases where the idea of immersion was not 
involved ; since they called sprinkling baptism, and acknow- 
ledged its validity,' — we are under the necessity of looking to 
something distinct from the word as the source of their prac- 
tice. That they held no sentiments respecting this word in 
common with the modem advocates of exclusive immersion, is 
absolutely certain. How, then, shall we account for the in- 
troduction and prevalence of this form of baptism in the early 
ages of the church? There are three causes assigned by 
Pres. Beecher, which are amply sufficient to solve the mys- 
tery. 1. Oriental usages, and the habits of warmer regions. 
2. A false interpretation of Rom. vi. 3, 4, and Col. ii. 12. 
a>. A very early habit of ascribing peculiar virtue to external 
forms. See Bib. R., Vol. V., Jan. 1841. 

We showed in our former treatise, that in those scripture 
baptisms which took place near a stream, the parties stepped 
into the stream for affusion . Now a people accustomed to bath- 
ing, and in those warm climates where Christianity first began < 
to plant her churches and administer her ordinances, would 
very easily slide into the practice of immersion, especially if 
there existed in their minds any predisposing causes. And 
such causes did exist in the strong tendencies towards supersti- 
tion which characterized the primitive Christians. While the 
church was yet in its infancy, and after it had lost the guid- 
ance of inspired teachers, it was liable to fall into many errors. 
Its members were but babes in Christian knowledge. If 
the churches, which have been gathered from the most refined 
of the modern pagan nations, should be deprived of the guid- 
ing and moulding influence of the missionary, how long would 
they continue to hold the truth in its purity ? There is, with 
many, a habit of regarding the primitive Christians, in the age 
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immediately succeeding the apostotic, as perfect models of 
excellence, and infidlible expounders of the gospel. But we 
might with almost equal reason expect to find Christianity in 
her loveliest form among the converted savages of the Sand- 
wich Islands. The church in that age was made up of per- 
sons gathered out from under the pompous superstitions of 
heathenism, and exposed to a thousand influences still bearing 
them towards superstition. Even in the very days of the 
apostles, Paul had more than he could do to resist this ten- 
dency to superstition which thus early developed itself in the 
converts. Now it was chiefly this disposition, which originated 
and fostered the practice of immersion. Minds so. inclined 
would not be likely to be satisfied with the plain simplicity of 
the Christian rites as our Lord left them, but would naturally 
seek to make them more impressive. And it is a fact incon- 
trovertibly established, THAT ON NO SUBJECT DTD 
SUPERSTITION SO LUXURIATE, AS UPON BAP- 
TISM. With immersion came in accompanying supersti- 
tions, as immersing three times, the use of consecrated water, 
anointing with oil, signing with the sign of the cross, exor- 
cism, eoting milk and honey, putting on of white garments, 
anointing the eyes and ears, and the stripping of men ani wo^ 
men perfectly naked, to denote their marcd nakedness before the 
putting on of Christ, Now these were parts of the immer- 
sion of the early church. The same men who practised im- 
mersion, practised these fooleries. They all come down to 
us as one parcel. They can all boast a date equally ancient 
And those authors that claim for immersion an apostolic ori- 
gin, claim the same for its accompaniments. Take as a speci- 
men Romanus' book on ** Ancient Rites," published at 
Frankfort, A. D. 1681. He contends that the use of the 
consecrated water was handed down from the apostles, as was 
also the custom of touching the nose and ears, and that of 
exorcism, &c. He farther very gravely informs us that fe- 
males stripped themselves for baptism, and came out of the 
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water in a state of nudity ; and that they were not permitted 
to consult the timidity and modesty of their sex. The reason 
on which this practice was grounded was this — " that Chrisft 
suffered nalced, and that females as well as others must imi- 
tate Christ ;" just as it is now pretended that we must be im- 
mersed because (as it is falsely alleged) Christ was immersed. 
Romanus quotes Cyril as exclaiming — " O admirable specta- 
cle ! Ye were naked in the sight of all, and were not ashamed. 
So you imitate Adam, who was naked in Paradise, and was 
not ashamed. Yea, you imitate him who was naked on the 
cross, even Christ." Now is it to be believed that our Lord 
ever instituted this mode of baptism? Could his apostles 
have sanctioned such superstitious usages ? And yet we see 
them flourishing in the early church, as accompaniments of 
immersion, and coevals with it. 

The fact that immersion came into the church in such com- 
pany, is conclusive proof that it was the offspring of those 
superstitious propensities, to which even such men as Tertul- 
lian and Cyprian were in bondage. 

The Greek and Latin fathers are confessedly not safe guides 
as scriptural annotators ; and their practice is not to be received 
as this criterion of truth. Nevertheless, it is freely admitted 
that they must have understood the usual import of 0*4vri^», a 
term familiar to them as our household words. But why did 
they not base the propriety of immersion on the meaning of 
this word ? This is the whole of Mr. Hague's argument. 
But this the^ never essayed to do. The fathers well knew 
that the word could not be restricted in its signification to one 
mode of using water. They knew that it was frequently em- 
ployed to denote an effect, such as cleansing or purifying, 
without reference to mode. With their perfect know- 
ledge of the force of the word, they could not take the ground 
assumed by Mr. Hague. If they preferred immersion, it was 
for reasons which led them to practise trine immersion, the 
anointing with oil, &c. The great idea, however, which they 
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attached to the wordy was purification. In all treir wri- 
tings, THEY invariably USE IT AS SYNONYMOUS WITH jcetd*- 

gi^», TO PURIFY. This generic sense defines no one particu- 
lar mode of using the water. As religious purifying might 
be done by immersion, with their superstitious tendencies they 
would naturally show a partiality for that mode ; and as it 
could also be done by affusion or sprinkling, they could con- 
nstentbf allow the validity of other modes. Believing that 
IUnrrt(m, as a religious term, was employed in the generic 
sense of to purify, the fathers very properly inferred that 
that which was essential to the Christian rite was the use of 
clean water, and not the mode of its use. 

If the reader wishes to see this point ably discussed, we 
refer him to the articles in the Biblical Repository, on the 
import of Baptize, from the pen of Dr. Edward Beecher. 
Dr. Beecher proves most triumphantly, not only that the 
Greek and Latin fathers understood baptize in the generic 
sense of to purify, but that this is its meaning as a religious 
term. These articles have been before the public for nearly 
two years. The advocates of exclusive immersion have not 
been ignorant of their publication. Mr. Hague betrays his 
knowledge of their existence by his wayside thrust at Pres. 
Beecher. Mr. Cushman alludes to them very prettily under 
the image of a new star rising in the West. But why has 
no one this side of the Atlantic attempted a reply to them I 
They are unanswerable. / 

And here we cannot forbear to ask — ^Is it reasonable to sup- 
pose, that our Lord intended that the mode of using the water 
should be considered the essential part of the baptismal rite 1 
The true spiritual baptism is purification. The external rite 
is designed only as the shadow of this reality. Is not the use 
of clean water all that is needed to symbolize this effect 1 But 
if Christ intended to lay the stress on the mode of using ihe 
water, why did he not select a word of the most specific sig- 
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nification ? If a serrant had received a command to ^o to 
New York, and some of his friends should insist that he oaght 
to walk, and that walking was essential to obedience, it wotdd 
be very natural for him to ask, ** Why did not my master bid 
me walk, if he designed to confine me to this particular mode 
of going V^ Or, if he had received an injunction to wash 
himself, and some one should tell him that he must bathe him- 
self, and that this mode of washing is essential to obedience, 
he might very properly inquire, " Why then did not my mas- 
ter use a word of more definite signification? If he intended 
to make some particular mode of washing essential, why did 
he not specify that mode ? ' ' From the fact that his master had 
employed a word denoting simply an effect without reference 
to mode, that servant might justly conclude that he designed 
to lay no stress upon any one particular mode of washing. The 
application of these remarks to the subject under discussion is 
easy. Our Lord might have used words of more definite 
signification. The word dupto denotes specifically to dip or 
dtve under. If he intended to make immersion essential to a 
right performance of the Christian rite, why did he not employ 
this word? The Greek word rantizo denotes specifically 
sprinkling — ^the word ekcheo denotes specifically pouring. 
Now if Christ intended to give essential importance to any 
one particular mode of using water, why did he not make 
choice of one of those words, which so clearly define modes t 
The fact that he employed a word which is capable of denot- 
ing effects without reference to mode, as washing, cleansing, 
purifying, &c., is conclusive proof that he never designed, 
that any one particular mode of using water should be consid- 
ered essential to the validity of the rite. 

But, furthermore, what supposable analogy could have led 
our Lord to fix upon immersio?i J Of the three modes of using 
the symbolic water, it is certainly the least appropriate. In> 
deed, to employ it in representing the eflfects of the Holy 
Spirit's operations upon the human soul, seems to be a mon- 
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itroas perrenk^n of language. ThoBe effects are purity, joy, 
peaoe, &c. Now it is very common to speak of being tm- 
mersed in care and trouble, of being immersed in debt, of 
being immersed in sloth, &c. The term is frequently used to 
denote something disagreeable and. oppressive. But who ever 
thinks of describing that which is pleasant and joyous by such 
a term 1 Immersed in purity — ^immersed in joy— immersed in 
peace — ^immersed in humility — ^it is barbarous phraseology ! 
If our Lord had designed to make some one particular mode 
of using the emblematic water essential, analogy would have 
led him to fix upon either of the other modes before immersion. 
See pp. 19, 20, 21. 

Concluding Remarks. 

The reader has now both sides of the controversy before 
him, and will judge for himself where the truth lies. If Mr. 
Hague has succeeded in sweeping away the positions assumed 
in our former treatise ; if he has demonstrated that the term 
baptize always specifies one particular mode of using a liquid, 
and that that mode is immersion ; if he has shown that our 
blessed Lord, and all others whom John baptised, were im- 
mersed ; if he has proved that the apostles invariably immersed 
their converts ; — in a word, if he has made it clear that this 
mode of administering the rite is essential to its validity, and 
that it was so considered by the apostles and the early fathers 
of the church — if he has satisfactorily done all this, then let 
Mr. Hague be followed as the true guide. But, on the other 
hand, if our positions stand firm, notwithstanding his efibrt to 
move them from their basis ; if no satisfactory proof has yet 
been brought forward, showing that the apostles and fathers 
deemed the particular mode of using the purifying water, for 
whieh Mr. Hague contends, essential to baptism ; if the con- 
troverted term, like our words go, travel, </ye, wash, purify^ 
&c., denotes an effect without reference to mode, and this is 
proved by examples from both inspired and uninspired writers^ 
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140 STRICTURES ON 

then Mr. Hague is sadly in the wrong. He wears a yoke of 
bondage which Christ Jesus has not imposed upon his follow- 
ers. And because he would debar us from the Lord's table 
lor not bowing our necks to this yoke, he is guilty of infHng- 
ing our Christian liberty, and of exercising an usurped author- 
ity in the church. 

In coming to a final decision, let the reader not forget, that 
the advocates of exclusive immersion assume more responsi- 
bility tiian we do, and have more to prove. Their principles 
of close communion lay them under obligations to show, BE- 
YOND A REASONABLE DOUBT, that the mode of bap- 
tism adopted by them is essential to the validity of the rite, or, 
as Mr. Hague gives us to understand, is the rite itself^ If the 
reader fails, therefore, to discover that degree of certainty on 
either side which he could desire ; if after all it appears to be 
a matter of mere conjecture where the truth lies ; if the evi- 
dence on both sides seems to be almost equally balanced, and 
he can arrive at no conclusion which is perfectly satisfiwtory — 
then, in fact, the question is settled in our favor. For what 
intelligent and candid mind could ever fee] justified in basing 
close communion upon an external ceremony of diruhtful obUr 
gation? Will the reader presume to enforce on others a 
religious ceremony, the obligatory nature of which is not fully 
made out in his own mind ? Shall not Christian liberality 
have the advantage of his doubts ? Will he disown and reject 
from the communion and fellowship of the saints a large pro- 
portion of the most devoted Christians in the world, before he 
is quite sure that obedience to his Divine Master renders it 
necessary? Nothing is more certain than that our blessed 
Lord must be better pleased with that disposition in a disci- 
ple, which leads him to err on the side of Christian kindness 
than with the spirit of exclusiveness and intolerance. Before 
the reader comes to a final decision, then, let him put the 
argument in favor of immersion to the test of the inquiry — Is 
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this sure and satirfactory ground on which to hose close com- 
munion f 

We offer not these remarks because we feel that obscurity 
hangs about the question in dispute. To us, the path of duty 
is clear. Mr. Hague very charitably insinuates that our con- 
fidence arises from the limitation of our views. As to that 
matter, the reader will judge between him and us. We will 
only say, that the farther we carry our examination, the more 
settled is our conviction that exclusive immersion is directly 
opposed to the will of Christ. 

Towards the advocates of exclusive immersion we cherish 
no unkind feelings. Among them are many with whom we 
are familiarly acquainted, and whose friendship we highly 
value. But with their exclusive principle we have no sym- 
pathy. It is a pity that' brethren, who embrace a common 
faith with us, who are enlisted under the same banners, and 
who will finally sit with us as guests at the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb, should here on earth feel under the necessity 
of spreading a separate table. In this respect they maintain 
an unenviable singularity. How long shall it be so ? How 
long shall their churches be the only place on earth, or in 
heaven, where the true disciple receives no welcome to the 
full communion of the saints? Surely the sooner this exclu- 
sive principle is extirpated the better. Why will not our 
brethren catch the spirit of one of their brightest luminaries, 
the illustrious Robert Hall ? Let his sentiments prevail, and 
we should hail the dawn of a brighter day. Such a reforma- 
tion, such a union of Christian brethren, as the adoption of his 
principles would effect, (to use his own language,) " would 
be a nearer approach to the ultimate triumph of the church, 
than the annals of time have yet recorded. In the accom- 
plishment of our Savior's prayer, we should behold a demon- 
stration of the divinity of his mission which the most impious 
oould not resist ; we should behold in the church a peaceful 
haven, inviting us to retire from the tossings and perils of this 
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144 APPfiNDIX. 

NOTE C. 

THE NEW BIBLE. 

It has been announced in the papers that the new translation 
of the Bible has been published ; though we have not yet seen 
it. We understand, that, while it substitutes immerse and im- 
mersion for baptize and baptism, in most cases, it excepts the case 
of John the Baptist ; and forbears to carry out its principle, so as to 
say, as it should, John the Immerbeb. What is tm matter? Has 
a distinction after all been found between immersing and baptizmg ?, 
Or are our friends afraid to call things by their right names 7 Or ai6 
they afraid that others will, if they do ; and so that they shall lose 
the advantage which they now have in a monopoly of the name Bap- 
tist 7 Whatever evils may follow this attempt to give currency to a 
sectarian Bible — however much it is to be deplored that sectarianism 
has now at last invaded the Bible itself, this good will result from it— 
the public will have a ])ractical illustration of the absurdity of the 
principle, which makes immersion to be everywhere identical with 
baptism. 

NOTE D. 

THE GREEK CHURCH. 

The view which we have given of the origin of immersion in the 
primitive church, accounts satisfactorily for the existing practice of 
the Greek church, and is more than an answer to Mr. Hague's quo- 
tations on that subject. But we cannot forbear to cite a few sentences 
from Dr. Beecher's work, named above. " The opinion of the Greek 
church is often alleged as decisive in favor of the meaning immerse. 
Being by name the Greek church, it is inferred, of course, that they 
must be good judges of the import of a Greek word. In reply to this, 
I would ask— Is modem Italian ancient Latin 7 If not, neither is 
modem Greek ancient Greek. That modem Greek resembles its 
ancient stock more than Italian does the Latin, I do not deny. 
But the resemblance is not such, that the opinion of a modem Greek 
scholar, on a point like this, is worth any more than that of a modern 
German, Itahan, or Englisn scholar. No man can form an opinion 
on this subject, except by a study of the facts found in the ancient 
writers, who exhibit the usage in question; and his opinion is worth 
most, who most carefully investigates, compares, classifies and judges 
in view of the whole case. And if this be so, the opinions of the 
modem Greek church, unsustained by argument, ought to have no 
peculiar weight. Their proficiency in philological studies certainly 
does not exceed that of other European scholars, to say nothing 
of those of America." 
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TH. TALLIS. 1560. 
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Before the Administiation. 

Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. 

1. 5 ^ ye, and teach all nations, baptizing them 

) In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the I 
Holy I Ghost : 
i Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

< commanded you ; 

( And lo, I am with you alway, | even . . to the | end . . of 
the I world. 

Ps. ciii. 17, 18. 

i The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting 

< To everlasting upon them that fear him, 

( And his righteousness unto | children's | children : 

{To such as keep his covenant. 
And to those that remember his com - | mandments to | 
do— I them. 

Mark x. 14. 

i Suffer little children to come unto me, 

} And for - | bid them I not : 

For of I such . . is the | kingdom . . of | heaven. 
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After the AdministiatioiL 

Ez. xxxvi. 25, 28. 

J Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 

\ And I ye . . shall be | clean : 
A new heart also will I give you, 
And a new spirit will I put within youj 
And I will take away the stony heart out of your 
And I will I give . . you a | heart of | flesh. 

Is, xliv. 34. 



{ 



5 I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, 
I And my blessing up - | on thine | offspring : 
$ And they shall spring up as among the grass, 
(As I willows . . by the | water - | courses. 

Is. xl. 11. 

( He shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; 
< He shall gather the lambs with his arms : 
( And carry them | in his | bosom. 
And shall gently lead | those that | are with | young. 

Acts ii. 39. 
For the promise is unto you, and | to your | children ; 
i And to all that are afar off", 
f Even as many as the | Lord our | God shall | call. 
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CHATTACTERISTICS 

OP THE 

DEFENCE OF EXCLTJSITB IMMERSION, 

EXHIBITED IN ▲ 

REVIEW OF MR. HAGUE'S SECOND REPLY 

TO 

MESSRS. COOKE AND TOWNE. 



Mr. Hague has made such a reply to our rejoinder^ as 
to enable us in a short compass to snow the groundless- 
ness of his main positions. We have now in hand the 
means of showing clearly on what kind of defence immer- 
sionists rely, when their more popular arguments have 
been thoroughly sifted. If Mr. Hague had been .willing 
to have the arguments on both sides placed in one bool^ 
so that every reader could have the whole before him — 
or if there were now a probability, that all readers would 
see and carefully compare both sides, the labor of this 
last sheet would nave been needless. As it is, we deem 
it proper to invite and facilitate a comparison of the two, 
by gathering out and presenting in an easy order, some of 
the most marked characteristics of Mr. Hague's last per- 
formance. We shall not speak of the multitudes of in- 
stances where he has erred in subordinate points. We 
could not, without swelling our sheet beyond all prospect 
of its being read. We shall only bring out some leading 
features of his work. It would be folly in us to follow our 
opponent into every nook and comer of his production, and 
traverse all the ground covered by his ramblin^s. Few 
controversial productions can claim the merit of giving a 
greater proportion of information, on subjects but slightly 
connected with the argument. It comes near to the ment 
of a discussion de ommbus rebus et quibusdam aliis. 

In our last pamphlet we published, without comment, 
Mr. Hague's uncourteous prefix, in which he informed us, 
that if be bad known when he commenced, that Mr. Cooke 
had had any authorship ia the production, he should not 
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have entered the lists. And now he repeats and amplifies 
the same, in terms still less courteous. But what are the 
facts in the case ? The task of eneaging in the discussion 
was one of his own seeking. There was nothing, save 
perhaps his eminence among his brethren, that made it 
his special duty to take up a controversy with us. The 
articles in the Puritan, to which he replied, purported to 
be EDITORIALS, and editorials are generally written by edi- 
tors^ at least in part. Nor had we or the Puritan authorized 
a hint to the contrary. If another paper was to Mr. Hague 
the vehicle of a mistake, he must settle it with that paper, 
or with the unknown friend with whom the mistake in the 
paper originated. But if he thinks these circumstances 
justify bis repeating the intimation that he has caught a 
Tartar, and entertained an evil angel unawares, by reason 
of some underground work of ours, so be it. He refers to 
a previous editorial in the Puritan, as a reason for declining 
discussion with Mr. Cooke ; and yet it is passing strange, 
thftt by the same code of honor, he should not have declinea 
discussing the other editorials of the same paper. His rea- 
soning is tantamount to this — one editorial in that paper 
^as offensive, therefore I must never discuss a matter with 
one of its editors ; but I may freely discuss any of its edi- 
torials ! And another reason is, because an eaitor^s office 
is "a place less near to heaven" than "a pastor's 
STUDY," in which himself writes of course ; and what comes 
from the study, is expected " to be pervaded with the fftrml 
spirit of candor^ charity and truth, all baptized in SHoa^s orookj 
i^c." All that may be, but it was not to be expected, that 
one could sit in a pastor's study, and in the very act of tell- 
ins: how near to heaven he sat, and what heavenly things 
came from pastors' studies, could give utterance to such 
sinister and groundless insinuations, and such offensive 
personalities. How far he has availed himself of the ad- 
vantage of so hallowed a place, to keep out from his pro- 
duction all earthly mixtures, will appear in the sequel. If 
he has exhibited no instances of a bad spirit, no personal- 
ities desig^ned to wound the feelings rather than elicit the 
truth — such as his insinuation that we ha I need to employ 
a translator of our Latin quotations, and such as his reference 
1o Illinois — if he has used no uuibbles nor disingenuous- 
&es{( in arj^me^t; we will freely allo^^ him the ^i^dit of 
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having occupied a place near to hearen. Otherwine, he 
must take bis chance among the sinuing mortals, that some- 
times enter an editor^s office. 

It is the common artifice of some controversial writers to 
say much of the importance of maintaining a kind spirit. 
Tiis is well when it proceeds from a sincere heart. But 
when a writer immediately forgets his professions, and 
avails himself of every opportunity to irritate his opponent, 
we are compelled to regard his deprecating an improper 
spirit as gross religious cant. If we take Mr. Hague's pro* 
fessiorut, he certainly breathes a most kindly spirit towards 
us ; but if we judge him by the pages of his pamphlet j vro 
Gome to a different conclusion. 

We will now present in a series, the several charaoter* 
istics of his work. 

I. CHARACTERISTIC. HISSTATEMBllT 07 tHC LA^S tT 
LANGUAGt. 

1. SpiciricATiON FIRST. Mr. Hague la^s the rt»iti StrfeW 
of his argument from the laws of language, on the aasumptioA 
that words never lose their primary meaning. We had as* 
serted that they sometimes do, and he comes out against 
that assertion with all his might. And well he may ; fbt 
if they do, his whole theory afeout immersion being by th* 
laws of language necessarily involved in all the meatling« 
of baptize, falls to the ground. He wonders why we gav» 
no instances of such words as have lost their first meaning, 
and seems to have forgot, that on page seven of our hints, 
\re wrote as follows — " Wonls often lo^e their primary mean-; 
ing; instance the word villain^ primarily a senmnt ; the word 
clerky primarily a clerpymanr These instances we bad 
already given, and if ne wants others he has them in the 
following table : 

Words. Primary and obsolete meanings. Secondary nnd present meanings. 
Knave, a boy, n«xt a servant, a r«»|fue. 

Knifsrht, a young man, next a servant, a l>earer of mtliinry title. 

Fiend, an enemy, an infrrnal spirit 

Limb, a border,' a brniich. 

Folk, a crowd, a people. 

Linen, long, next flax, now n species of cloth. 

Lust, to extend, to dc«ire engerly. 

Mnd, foolish, derairged or cnmsred. 

Mass, leisure. holyday. a religions rile 

Mean, common, low, contrmpiible. 

Neighbor, nigh-boor, one who Ihres near. • 
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We select examples from the English language, because 
English readers would only be perplexed by quotatipns from 
the Greek, and because the laws of all languages touching 
this matter are essentially the same. In view of these 
examples it appears, that the etymological or primary 
meamng, so far from being the only or all controlling mean- 
ing, sometimes ceases to exist, and the secondary or the 
tertiary meaning is the only existing meaning. 

2. Specification. We had stated, that if a word had 
acquired a particular secondary meaning, different from the 
primary, it was no matter by what relation it had come to 
this sense : whether that of likeness, or of cause and effect, 
&c., it was still no less a separate meaning. This sugges- 
tion is also equally offensive to Mr. Hague. Because he 
will have it, if we understand him, that aU but the first 
meaning are in all cofiea figurative meanings ; and must be 
limited 'iu the first. But this is a matter easily tested. The 
first meaning of the word knavSj is that of a boy ; a mean- 
ing which it still retains in the German, though it is lost in 
English. According then to Mr. Hague's principle, that 
the primary sense must limit the other, and oe implied in 
it, there are no knaves which are not boys. And by the 
same rule, there are no knights but among servants and 
young men. And we can have no neighbors but boors, and 
no clerks but clergymen, and no villams but slaves — just 
by the same rule, that we can have no baptism but immer- 
sion. In the light of these examples, we can appreciate 
the following paragraph of Mr. Hague's. 

" I have shown, that in no instance is the primary mean- 
ing merged or lost — that it not only exists, but lives in 
state, rules like a king, over all its secondaries, and says to 
each thus far shalt 3iou go, and no farther. It will not 
allow them to forget, from what source they come ; but 
makes them mindful of their origin, and the limits of their 
power Such philology as that ot my opponents, would 
teach them rebellion, and urge them to throw off their alle- 
giance ; but order is Heaven's first law, and they are bound 
by a sway, which they cannot break. The facts in the 
case show, that our authors' criticism is false. I lay it in 
the dust, where it belongs, and passing the very test which 
they propose, come forth with the clearer proof, that their 
principles of philology are erroneous ! " 
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Now it is a pity, that such a delicious piece of rhetoric 
should have been left to spoil, for want of a little sprinkling 
of the salt of truth and logic, to preserve it. After putting us 
into the dust with such an elephant's tread, and such gran- 
diloquent speech, he invites us to go to Richardson's En- 
glish Dictionary, and learn that the true way of lexico- 
graphers, is tp find first the etymology and the literal 
meaning, and secondly the metaphorical &c. But in all 
this good advice, we see nothing pertinent. For we are 
not told always to make the etymological meaning the princi- 
pal and all pervading one^ according to Mr. Hague's theory. 
Here we have a clue to the lurking place of that illusion 
of Mr. Hague, which prompts him so to misread all lexi- 
cons.- If a lexicon places immerse first among the mean- 
ings of baptize, and then adds, that it means to wash, to 
wet, to spnnkle, pour, or to purify, he makes the first to 
over-run all the rest, and allows them the name x>f separate 
meanings, but not the reality. The word may mean to 
wet, but to wet only by immersion. It means to pour, but 
to pour only by immersion. It means to paint the face, but 
only by immersion. It means to wet as with tears or trick- 
ling blood, hut only by immersion. No^ let us apply this 
way of reading lexicons to other words. 

The etymological meaning of neighbor is nigh-boor ; 
shall we then say that that meaning still inheres in its 
present use, and that every neighbor is a boor ? and shall 
we say that knave may mean a rogue, but only a rogue 
among boys — villain may mean a scoundrel, but only a 
scoundrel among slaves — that the word spring means 
first a rising motion, and therefore every spring of a watch 
must have an upward, a rising motion. Mr. Hague profes- 
ses much to like that word spring ; but if he cannot make 
immersion fit all the meanings of baptism, better than he 
can confine the spring of a watch to an upward motion, 
he has a desperate cause. For that which moves in a 
circle, or in all directi^s, is no more confined to one direc- 
tion, than baptism is confined to immersion. And if it is 
no more necessary to wash the person baptized, by immer- 
sionj than it is for the spring of a watch to move upward^ 
-in order to do its ofiice as a spring, he urges his claims for 
exclusive immersion upon slender grounds. These re- 
marks expose the gist of his many misty pages on the laws 
of language. 
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3. Another illusion akin to this appears in his abun- 
dant play upon the terra figurative meaning; as when he 
says, page 10, "the word baptize in the commission of Christ 
is not used in a figurative sense." This is one example, 
out of many, of an expedient much calculated to lead 
astray the superficial thinker. But what does he mean, 
when he speaks of an established sense of. a word being 
a figurative sense ? Let us have it in relation to some of 
the words named above. The literal sense of the word 
knave is a boy, and the figurative sense is that of a rogue. 
The literal sense of the word clerk is a clergyman — the 
word is derived from an ecclesiastical term. The figura* 
tive sense is that of a person employed in writing. But 
here the figurative sense is the true and the main sense. 
But Mr. Hague must insist on the literal sense of all 
words being taken, except in highly figurative style. He 
must have it, that tne word clerk, when it occurs in plain 
narratives and in statutes, must mean an ecclesiastic, and 
so of the others. Then take our word custom^ whose lite* 
ral sense is habitj and say, such a merchant lost his custohn. 
And then, because we must be confined to the literal sense 
in plain narrative, the above phrase must mean, such a mer- 
chant lost his habit. So much for his notion of the figurative 
sense of words. 

II. CHARACTERISTIC. NAKED RE-ASSERTIONS GT UN- 
FOUNDED POSITIONS. 

1. In his first pamphlet Mr. Hague gave prominence to 
the fact, that immersion prevailed to a great extent in the 

Erimitive church. In our reply, we took special pains to 
ring out the facts as they were, and show the history of 
opinions and practices of the primitive church. And we 
showed, that though, through the superstitious tendencies 
of the age, immersion early came in, and generally ob- 
tained, and by the time popery had prevailed, had become 
very firmly established; yet none^ln the primitive ages 
held that immersion was necessary to valid baptism. This 
was the most labored and valuable part of our work, and 
we were curious to know how it would be answered. 
Judge then of our surprise, when we found Mr. Hague's 
book filled with every tning else, and yet containing no no- 
tice of this : but supplying the lack of argument or expla- 
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nation with two or three broad assertions, not inconsistent, 
on the face of them, with the true history of primitive 
baptisms, as stated by us, but so stated, as to invite an in- 
ference wide from the truth. We are sure, however, that 
this could not have been done in a pastor's study. 

2. He had said, that we found lauh with the conces- 
sions of Professors Stuart and Woods, when we had not 
even named those professors, in connection with any con- 
cessions. We distinctly pointed out the error, ana com- 
plained of it. And how does he reply ? Does he abandon 
his assertion^ or does he mate it good ? Neither, but he 
attempts to justify it, on the ground that he "could kot 
AVOID THE impression," that we meant those persons, 
and seems to claim that we shall inform him whom we did 
mean, or leave him to infer that his guess is well founded. 
And this is a specimen of the manliness of one who writes 
in a pastor's study ! We are to be convicted on his impres- 
sions. Would he have been satisfied with such a reply, if 
we had so injuriously arrayed hira against his friends, and 
then refused to correct the error ? In one case, by a mere 
inadvertence, we misquoted him to this extent — we said 
that he had praised Scapula, as " one of the most celebra- 
ted lexicogi-aphers of Europe " — when his expression 
was, that Scapula's lexicon, was "one of the most celebrated 
lexicons of Europe." For this error he took us to task, and 
we now cheerfully correct it ; and say that it was the lexi- 
cony and not its author, which he praised ! And as it 
was an inadvertence, we hope now to stand so far recti in 
curia. 

in. CHARACTERISTIC. MISSTATEMENTS OF OUR POSI- 
TIONS. 

1. Contrary to our express disclaimer, he persists in 
flaying that we quoted Ewing's lexicon as authority. On 
page 15 of our Hints, while replying to the Watchman, 
who had quoted Ewing as authority, we quoted from htm 
to show, that the Watchman had misrepresented him. 
Upon this, Mr. Ha^e in his reply, page 82, accuses us of 
classing Ewing with standard lexicographers, and quoting 
him as authority. In our rejoinder, page 93, we alluded to 
this case as an act of injustice. And yet in the face of all 
this, Mr. Hague comes out with a still more positive asser- 
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tion. But this is only a specimen of his general Tei»esen- 
tation of us on the subject of lexicons. We have quoted 
from this and that lexicon by pedobaptist authors, merely 
to repel his assertion, that all the lexicons and even pedo- 
baptist lexicons, are in his favor. And to this he replies — 
you are quoting as authority writers on your own side. Let 
the candid judge between us here. 

2. Mr. Hague had claimed all the lexicons in the world, 
without classification or discrimination, as favoring his 
view of the meaning of the word ; and we, after showing 
the error of this claim in respect to some particular lexi- 
cons, threw together the names of many, which we knew 
to be against him. And he meets this sort of evidence, by 
ridiculing our classification of authors ; when we attempted 
no classification, and had no occasion for any. He blows 
upon the whole, because they are not arranged according 
to their respective merits, or according to the languages in 
which they wrote. But what is all this to the point in 
question? True, some were Latin, some Greek, some 
German, and some English. But they all held a place in 
the world ; and all spoke against Mr. Hague on baptism ; 
and were therefore all equally good to meet the assertion 
of Mr. Hague, that all the lexicons in the world favored his 
theory. The suggestion that it was a sufficient answer 
to sneer at their chssification, could not have come from so 
hallowed a place as a ^^ pastor^ s study J^ 

3. We had said that Mr. Carson, a baptist writer, admits 
that lexicographers are against him. This Mr. Hague 
wishes to be understood to deny ; but after many words on 
the subject, his denial ends in affirming the very things 
which we had affirhied. He says that Mr. Carson finds 
fault with the lexicons, because they do not, like him, 
" maintain, that in figures there is no different meaning oi 
the word, it is only a figumtive application — the meaning 
of the word is always the same " Now this amounts to 
just what we asserted, that the lexicons are against him, 
m just the points where we are against him. And when 
Mr. H. attempts to make us affirm that Mr. Carson said, that 
" the lexicons give to baptize the sense of sprinkle," as its 
etvmolorfical meaning, or its exclusive meaning, he does 
what is not to be expected from a fair controversialist. 

5. He represents us as saying, that the assumption, that 
water baptism is implied in the passage, which speaks of 
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a burial with Christ, is " a mere assumption of the baptists J^ 
And then he goes on to cite pedobaptist authorities, that 
have assumed the same, to show that it is not a mere as- 
sumption of baptists. And he proves very conclusively, 
that baptists have not been alone in the assumption. But 
he proves what no one denies. We said only, that it is a 
mere assumption, and did not say that it was an assump- 
tion of the baptists. We well knew that there had come 
down from popish times, a habit of speaking on this subject, 
which was formed when immersion was liie general prac- 
tice of the Papal church. And that many, not immersers, 
without consideration, have referred the text to water bap- 
tism. Thus our author makes us say what we never 
thought, and then tasks himself to disprove the saying, and 
secure the satisfaction of finding us in a mistake. 

, lY. CHARACTERISTIC. ARGUMENTUM AD INVIDIAM. 

Mr. Hague more than once in forms us, that Papists testify 
that the Catholic Church changed the custom from immer- 
sion to sprinkling, by mere authority of the church, and 
against the teachings of the scriptures. And so he will 
have us believe, on such authority, that baptism by sprink- 
ling, is a mere Popish institution, and against the scriptures. 
Has Mr. Hague ever read the histoiy of this change 1 If 
he has read what we have written on the history of im- 
mersion, he knows or may know, how immersion came 
into the Catholic Church. And if he will read ecclesiasti- 
cal history more attentively, he will find, that the change 
from immersion to sprinkling, had an intimate connection 
with the reformation from Popery. That though on the 
Continent it preceded the reformation in some states, yet in 
England immersion was retained, some time after the re- 
formation. The exiled Puritan ministers, who in the days 
of Mary fled to Geneva, brought back to England an influ- 
ence, imbibed from the School of Calvin ; and spread far 
and wide the leaven of anti-immersing sentiments. From 
this time, the habit of immersion gradually declined, till 
the time of the Westminster assembly, who pu4it down by 
express provision for sprinkling inserted in their directory. 
So that there is no little reason for us to turn the tables upon 
Mr. Hague, and say, that it was immersion, and not sprink- 
ling, wMch came as ^' a token of remembrance from FoperyP 
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But suppose the Papists could say with truth, that they 
changed this custom^ in their opinion against the Bible, and 
we should thus get the testimony of Papists, as to the mean- 
ing of the Bible on the subject of Baptism. Is their testi- 
mony of any peculiar value ? Are they more deeply read 
in the scriptures than we ? do they reverence them more, 
and exercise more care to come at the truth? They will 
give their testimony on that subject, any way, if they can 
use it to promote contention among Protestants. Just as in 
the days of Cromwell and before, they assumed the guise 
of Baptist preachers, the more to aggravate controversies 
among Protestants. The giving of such testimony, is only 
in pursuance of the same policy. K Mr. Hague thinks as 
he insinuates, that we are approximating, either to rational* 
ism or Puseyism, he ought to throw aside insinuations, and 
openly proclaim his convictions, and the grounds of them ; 
so that our eves may be open before it is too late. For he 
must know, thatllie '• bible and the bible alone " w swp- 
posed by us to be as much the ground work of our religion 
as of his. 

V. CHARACTERISTIC. A TOUCH OF THE MARVELLOUS. 

On page 64, Mr. Hague says — " In a dense dew like 
that which is common in the east, and to which in scripture 
there is frequent allusion, there may be as real an immer- 
sion, considering that it completely surrounds and covers 
one, as if a man were standing in the bottom of a lake." 
This is said to show, that Nebuchadnezzar might have 
been immersed in the dew. We can hardly credit it, that 
the dews should be deep enough " in |he east," to allow of 
an immersion. But it is still more aiarvellous, that Mr. 
Hague, who will not allow a sprinkling or pouring of water 
to be baptism, should allow the shadow of sprinkling, had 
in the distilling of a vapor falsely called dew, to be immer- 
sion. Now he so mucn delights in the syllogism, we will 
try to construct one for him, after his own model, as follows : 

Sprinkling with vapor is baptism. 

Baptism js immersion. 

Therefore sprinkling with vapor is immersion. 

Then making the conclusion of this the major proposition 
of another^ we have it : 

SprinkJiog with vapor is immersion. 
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But sprinkling with water is more than sprinkling with 
'vapor. 

Therefore sprinkling with water is more than immersion. 

Mr. Hague tells of his having been ^himself immersed in 
fog, on the coast of Nova Scotia ; and claims a kindred ex- 
perience to Nebuchadnezzar, immersed in one of those dews 
"in the east; " deep enough for one to be immersed stand- 
ing as in a lake ! ! Now there is nothing improbable, in 
one's having a real immersion in fog, such as it is ; espe- 
cially in Nova Scotia ; but to be immersed in dew, (which 
is vapor condensed) is not so easy a matter. 

2. We must be excused, if we place under the category 
of the marvellous, Mr. Hague's idea of what constitutes 
the literature of the world. He had said that the learning 
of the world favored his idea of exclusive immersion ; a 
position very much questioned by us. He now shows us 
now he makes it out. The learning of the world it seems 
is condensed in several cyclopedias ; and from these he 
feels at liberty to quote detached passages, favoring his 
views. He seems to have overlooked, however, the cos- 
mogony of these worlds of learning. On disputed 'points, 
different men of opposite sides, are permitted to lay in each 
their own views, in order to secure impartiality and a 
circulation : in this way these worlds of learning are con- 
structed. Mr. Hague unwittingly shows this to have 
been the fact, with those worlds of learning which he ex- 
plored. The sentence which he quotes from one of them, 
when first discovered (as he says) in a Baptist work, he 
thought it not proper to use as authority ; but afterwards, 
having found the sEime, word for word, in a cyclopedia, 
though it was still the production of the same Baptist author, 
he considered it aft fit to be quoted as authority^ because it 
came from the world of learning ! Is not this a wonder % 

VI. GHARACTERISTIC. QUIBBLES. 

Mr. Hague finds fault with our translation of Schleus- 
ner's definition. The Latin was ahlvA)^ lavOj aqua purgOj 
and our English was, wash, sprinkle, cleanse with water. As 
abluo means to wash, and lavo means to wash^i/ sp'rijMng, 
pouring or immersion, we thought it right not to render 
them both alike, but to take the other sense of lavo, which 
it would bear as well, and save the appearance of saying, 
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that the word meant to wash and to wash. But the idea 
that lavo means to wash by sprinkling as well as by a dif- 
ferent process, Mr. Hague seizes as a precious mistake, 
and runs it off into several funny syllogisms, and finally 
lands it in the absurdity of saying, that we can sprinkle by 
immersion. After opening so rich a vein he should not 
have stopped so soon. The same author gives still another 
definition — prof undo largiter — that is, to pour plentifully. 
The assertion that baptize means to pour, is susceptible of 
all the fun which he extracted from the other definition, 
and the same process would show that we can pour as 
well as sprinlde by immersion. Gentle reader, is Schleus- 
ner to be charged with folly or Mr. Hague ? If we may 
not sprinkle by immersion, nor immerse by sprinkling, yet 
we may wash in both those ways. 

2. Under this category belongs Mr. Hague's paragraph 
respecting the new translation of the Bible. He has never 
heard of the arrival of this new translation in Boston — or 
something to that effect. We will not attempt to report 
him on this point, for we suspect that his sentences are 
constructed with such care that the variation of a syllable 
might destroy the trutii. We have no doubt that his sen- 
tences, taking the words according to the etymological 
meaning, are strictly true ; still we believe there is a real 
and not a figurative sense, in which he has at least some 
hearsay knowledge of this new immersing Bible. We are 
gratified to see that he is willing to know as little respect- 
ing it as possible. Nor do we think that he ought to be 
made at all responsible for an enterprise which is evident- 
ly so offensive to him. Nor should indeed his denomina- 
tion, any further than they patronize it. But his studied 
reserve in reference to a project which he ought openly to 
approve or condemn, is not manly — it dishonors a prod.uc- 
tion that has been baptized in Siloa's brook. 

3. Here we notice the old expedient, by which Mr. 
Hague makes distinguished writers agree with him, against 
their will — claiming their agreement touching the mean- 
ing of the word baptize, while their practice is against im- 
mersion. TSiis is exemplified in his use of the names of 
Luther, Beza and Calvin. As to Calvin, we have only to 
ask, in addition to what we have said before, could he as 
an honest man believe, that such is the meaning of the 
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trord baptize, that no form of applying water except im- 
mersion can be baptism, and yet do what he did to estab- 
lish the practice of sprinkling? And as to Luther, though 
Mr. Hagu« protests against our testing the meaning of the 
word by the signification of the rite, he quotes from Luther 
a passage, in which he saye, that the signification of the rite 
agrees with immersion, and he quotes Luther as saying, 
that the etymology of the word corresponds with immer- 
sion, and that it was desirable that the practice of immer- 
sion should be restored. But nowhere aoes he find Luther 
saying, that other modes are not baptism, or in any way 
countenancing Mr. Hague^s idea, that the first meaning of 
the word so limits others, that the other meanings ijeces- 
sarily involve immersion. 

VIX. CHARACTEVISnC. EVASIOIfS. 

1. The first of this class respects the testimony of Turretin. He 
had claimed Turretia as agreemg with him. We gave a long quo- 
tation in Latin, with our uanslation, to show with how little reason. 
And how does he evade a contradiction so clear ? By eiviiig a new 
definition of what It is to agree with M'. Ha^tie — ana that one so 
broad, as to bring not only Turretin, but all others into an agree- 
ment with him. No one denies that every word has one proper or 
literal or primary meaning. Must then all who agree with Mr. 
Hague, that every word has one meaning, that is before others in 
historical order, or one which etymology &x.e% to be the printary, be 
set down as a^ein^ with him as to the ecclesiastical meaning of 
baptize ? This admitted, controversy is at an end. 

We cannot allow the space to defend the general correctness of' 
our translation of Turretin. We gave the Ilatin, and every one 
competent to read it can judge between us. Others would not be 
enlightened by a discussion of such points. But let the reader 
mark, that Mr. Hague still insists that Turretin agrees with him. 
Now, what does Turretin say in this very passage, and where Mr. 
Hague leaves our translation unscathed f He says, " The words 
baptism and baptize are used to designate, not imnurs'on only, 67U 
also spn'nMi7igy ^^ As sprinkling is by no mea7fs repffgnziU to the 
vnstitntion of Ch-tist, so U can be shown by examples^ that th^ apostolic 
and primitive churches practiced it " Such are the sentiments of 
Turretin. But Mr. Ha/rue says, Turretin had before said, that all 
the senses but immersion are figurative. Suppose we grant it. 
Does he not say that we mav practice sprinkling, because the 
WORD MEANS TO 8PRINKLK? He docs not then attach any sitch 
jhriirative sense to it as does Mr. Hague. Could Mr. Hague adopt 
lurretin's expression as to the meaning of the word ? And if not, 
to wliat point are his many pages employed to prove that Turretin 
agrees with him ? Is this dealing ingenuously with his leaden ? 
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2. The next evasion respects the case of Luther. We showed 
him to be in error in saying in substance, that Luther, in his Ger- 
man version of the Bible, translated baptize by a word which made 
immersion the only way of baptism. Though he asserted other 
things respecting Luther in the sentence which we quoted, our de- 
nial, as wul be seen if the whole paragraph be read, was confined 
to the assertion respecting that wora in his transkuion ; in the last 
sentence of the paragraph we expressly waived' the general con- 
sideration of his views as to immersion. Now how does Mr. Ha§ue 
answer ? He brings a quotation to show that Luther thought un- 
mersion more conformable to the etymology of the word ; a matter 
which we do not deny. He oflers not a particle of evidence, how- 
ever, that the word which stands for baptize m I/uther^A translation^ 
implies exclusive immersion. He has not relieved that point at all, 
except by an evasion, suited only to mislead the superficial reader. 

3. Mr. Hague attempts to turn aside the force ot our argument, 
from the signmcation of the rite. We had reasoned that inasmuch 
as baptism is a symbol of the purifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and inasmuch as these influences are uniformly represented 
cts coming dovm upon us^ and we are never represented bs put down 
into them, therefore the signification of the rite was against immer- 
sion. But Mr. Hague says, it is not true that the inmiences of the 
Spirit are uniformly represented as coming down or poured out, 
and cites a passage in which we are said to have been made all to 
drink into one Spirit, This example is faulty, in tliat it does not 
speak of the Holy Spirit at all. The word spirit here being ex- 
pressive of temper of mind, and not of the Holy Spirit. It is equiv- 
alent to saying, we have imbibed all one temper of mind. It has 
no relation to the question before us. 

His next case, to show that the influences of the Spirit are not 
always brought in contact with us by being poured out, is this : 
" He breathed on them and said, receive ye the Holy Ghost." But 
surely the representation of Christ breaming theinfluences of his 
^irit upon us, comes nearer to an outpouring than an immersion. 
Tne same may be said of his next example, in which the influences 
of the Spirit are said to come upon us as a wind from heaven. He 
asks, " can the blowing of wind represent christian baptism ?" We 
answer, that we know of no way of applying water to symhoUze 
such a contact better than aspersion ana effusion. His next in- 
stance, that oi anointing hy the Spirit, "is still more unfortunate for 
him, for unctions were always performed by an outpouring. His 
next class of examples, are those m which the presence of the Spirit 
is indicated by a sound — as in the small voice which spoke to 
Elijah. But it so happens that nothing is said in the case of the 
Spwit of Crod — the sanctifying agent. The Spirit is riot named at 
an. So scanty are his examples under this head, that he is obliged 
to take up sucn as the following : " The Spirit of the Lord spoke by 
me, and nis word was on my tongue." " Let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches." It is enough to say here, that these 
express no form of the Spirit's influence coming in contact with us, 
but tfaey express the action of men in the presence of the Spirit. 
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Besides, the emission of a sound is something different from the 
putting forth of a sanctifying- influence, and therefore is wholly irrel- 
evant. The same may be said of his next example ; it speaks of 
another element than that which purifies and sanctifies, and can 
be symbolized by a washing. Such is the success of his labored 
argument, to show that the influences of the Spirit are not current- 
ly represented as poured otU or comiv^ dawn. 

Next he quotes from us, that if we had been currently represent- 
ed as heing jnU itUo the Spirit or phmged into the Spirit^ we would 
concede the whole. Ana to gain the advantage of such a conces- 
sion he says, that we " have admitted that baptize sometimes 
means to immerse, and it follows that in those cases where men 
are simply said to receive baptism of the Spirit, Uiey are currently 
represented as being put into or immersed into the Spirit." But 
does it so ? Then it follows from our allowing that in some 
instances where nothing is said of the Spirit, baptize may mean im- 
merse, it must mean it in oil instances where the Spirit is men- 
tioned. This is one of those inferences which logicians call a n/m 
seqnitur. Then he goes on to enumerate what he calls instances of 
persons being immersed in the Spirit. "We will give a catalo^e, 
and he is welcome to the full benefit of it. I was in the Spirit — 
Carried away in the Spirit — The Spirit took me up — The Spirit 
lifted me up — Live in the Spirit — walk in the Spirit — Dwelleth 
in God — Be filled with the Spirit. These, gentle reader, are grave- 
ly quoted as instances to show that we are currently represented 
as plunged into the Spirit ! Mr. Hague has succeeded better in 
quoting examples from the poetry of Watts and Cowper. But 
these, though excellent poetry, are out indifierent scripture. 

Mr Hague says further — "Our authors have overlooked the 
fact that, where baptism of the Spirit is really spoken of, the pouring 
out of the Spirit is never called baptism, but is antecedent to it, and 
in order to accomplish it. Whenever I administer baptism in the 
church, pouring always precedes it." But suppose you " follow 
Christ down the banks of Jordan," how is it then f There were no 
" baptisteries " to be filled in those days. But is the coming down 
of the Holy Ghost never called a Baptism of the Spirit ? What then 
is this ? Acts xi. 15 : •' And as I began to spealq the Holy Ghost 
fi:ll on them as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the 
w^ord of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water, 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost." The foMing on 
tJiem of the Spirit is here regarded as the fulfilment of a promise of 
the baptism ot the Holy Ghost. This baptism of the Spirit is also 
said to be like to that received by the auostles on the day of Pente- 
cost — "as on us at the beginnmg." i5ut if the outpouring of the 
Spirit on the apostles was not their baptism of the Spirit, will Mr. 
Hague tell us where or in what manner they received it ? We 
cannot understand him on this point. Christ had told the apostles 
that they should be baptized of the spirit, not many davs nence. 
And not many days hence we read of an oiitponring of the Spirit, 
but of no immersion into the divine agent, and indeed of no baptism 
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besides the outpouring. When and where was the baptism of 
which Chrijsl spake ? and in what did it consist, if not in the out- 
pouring? 

Mr. Hague's further remarks, under this head, are arguments 
from the meaning of the word, involving the same principles, which 
we have ahready refuted. We need not detain the reader with an 
exposure of the evasions of our argument, respecting burial with 
Christ. Let those who have the opportunity compare what we 
have written on that subject with Mr. Hague's strictures. 

The Critic Criticised. 

The reader will find in President Beechers letter the following 
extract from the Argonautica of Apollonius Rbodius : — 

H^ d* uiv aQX9V&oio rtov TfT«i«oTi ^oifXto 
Banrovq* %x xvxttxtvog axriQura (fUQHux* aoidmf 
' Faiv% xar' oipBaXfitxrv. 

Mr. Hague objects to President Beecher's translation of this pas- 
sage, and with great pretensions to superior scholarship, adopts as 
the correct translation a poetw version by Fawkes. " Will they in- 
sist," says Mr. Hague, " that the poet Apollonius deckires that Me- 
dea batptized the huge serpent ; or will they admit the version which 
says she dipped tJu bought and sprinkled the dragon with it ?" (p. 129.) 
Again, he says, (p. 123,) that the boif^h was d.pped. And is this to 
be taken as a specimen of Mr. Hague's scholarship ? The most 
stupid tyro was never yet guilty of a more ^ss violation of the 
rules of grammar. In this translation the dative of the instrument 
is made the object of the verb or participle, and the pronoun in 
the accusative case is left untouched and entirely passed by, &c. 
Will Mr. Hague parse phv'*. Our grammars are alt in fault, or he 
has taken most unlicensed liberty with that little but important 
word. Will he parse BaWoy ? A school-boy will see at once that 
the Greek author does not say that Medea baptized the juni- 
per branch, but that she baptizing him (the serpent) with the 
branch, &c. Has he so soon torgotlon his Greek, that he is unable 
to distinguish the cases of nouns ? Does he not know the dative 
case from the accusative ?* We " happened to show" Mr. Hague's 
translation, not to " a President of a literary institution," but to one 
of the most eminent Greek scholars in our country, who immediate- 
ly pronounced it false ; and at the same time he gave the extract, 
the very translation which is given bv President Beecher. Mr. 
Hague catches at every thing which he supposes to be an error, 
and most arrogantly charges us either with ignorance or want of 

* Dr. Beecher'i translation maybe seen in paj^e 118. Mr. Ha^e, in hit 
traoilation, betrays an ignorance of the meaning of nfiKSvOoit). He nny* 
(p. 39) that as the name of Facciolatu9 is twice wronsjly spelt, he duuhts 
whether we have carefully read him. In his work Lucian is thriee wrongly 
•pelt. • What is the legitimate inference ? 
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honesty. The man who lives in a g-Iass house should not throw 
stones. In treating the dative of the instrument as if it were a noun 
in the accusative case, and leaving the pronoun in that case without 
anything to govern it, " he has [to use his own words] placed us 
under the necessity of saying, that, either he lacks the requisite 
knowledge of Greek to translate the passage, or that he determined 
to avoid giving the sense." We cannot suppose inadvertence, as 
he set himself purposely to criticise our work, and certainly he 
took sufficient time. " Perhaps he intrusted the translation to some 
one, who has not dealt faithfully with him. As the last is the mild- 
est supposition, we will try to hold to that." 

. Having now finished our reply to Mr. Ha^e, we will add one or 
two items, to prove that exclusive immersion was not the practice 
of the (primitive church. Nicephorus, as quoted in the Magdeburgh 
Centuries, ( Cent. 2, cap. 6,) gives a remarkable case of baptism, 
which shows the opinion of the influential church of Alexandria in 
the second century. 

" A certain Jew, in the time of the reign of M. A. Antoninus, was 
travelling in a dry region, with several christians, and he sung 
psalms with them by the way. Being suddenly overtaken with 
disease, and his recovery despaired of, he earnestly besought that 
the christians would not leave him in his extremity, but would ad- 
minister to him the sacred washing — sacru/m Iwodcnum. They re- 
plied that they could not do it, because they had neither water nor 
a minister. But the Jew more earnestly insisted upon it, and ad- 
jured them not to ref\ise him. They therefore removed his gar- 
ments, and using samd for waier^ sprinkled him three times, (ter 
conspersere,) saying. " I baptize thee in the name," &c. But the 
Jew recovered and resumed his journey with the rest. On their 
return, they consulted the bishop of Alexandria, as to the opinion of 
the church in such a case. He replied, that the Jew was baptized^ 
only that water should now be poured upon him anew. Baptizatum 
esse Judeeum, si modo aqua denuo perfunderetur." This needs no 
comment. 

Again, in Magdeburg Centuries, ( Cent. 3 De Bapt.) Cyprian is 
quoted as saying, (in his book 4, epistle 7,) that baptism is valid, 
whether water be poured, or whether the person be immersed, 
and that for three reasons : 1. Because no divine benefit can be 
mutilated or diminished, if it be received with the faith of the 
giver and receiver. 2. Becaiute sprinkling is the same as washing 
(lavacrum) : Ezekiel36 — I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you shall be clean. Because those baptized by sprinMing on 
their beds cannot be rebaptized. And since any one so baptized is 
judged in the church to be a legitimate christian, and to have in a 
proper way obtained the divine favor. 

Again, (book 4, epistle 7,) " Some are wont to be baptized by 
sprinkling, especially if they are infirm or sick, and others bypoiir- 
t7ig, and others by immersion." These are the words of Cyprian, 
in the third century, and they are in strange contrast with tne im- 
pression wl4<rh iv. Hague eonveys, that t|^^ primitive church 
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agreed with him. Agreed with him ! According to Mr. Hagne, it 
is as absurd to call sprinkling baptism, as to call sprinkling immer- 
sion. But the Bishop of Alexandria (in the second century) saw 
no impropriety in calling sprinkling baptism. Cyprian could call 
sprinkling baptism. A host of ecclesiastical fathers could call 
sprinkling baptism. Now, if they had entertained similar views 
with Mr. Hague respecting the term, could they have done this ? 
Impossible. If Cyprian had seen nothing in the term baptism but 
immersion ; if immersion and baptism had conveyed to his mind 
only one and the same idea, could he in a single instance have 
spoken of sprinkling as baptism? Can we speak of sprinkling as 
immersio?i? Most certainly we cannot. But we can speak of 
sprinkling as baptism. So could Cyprian, or the Bishop of Alexan- 
dria, and the early fathers generally. But how. is it that they could 
not call sprinkling an immersion, and yet they could call sprinkling 
a baptism? Plainly because baptism, as a sacred term, signified 
generally piurification or washing, a sense which admitted either 
sprinkling, pouring, or immersion. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Letters, which constitute an important part of the 
baptismal controversy, first appeared in the ' New England Pu- 
BiTAN.' They were called forth by Eev. Mr. Hague's remarks on 
a letter addressed by President Beecher to Rev. Mr. Towne, pub- 
lished with Cooke and Towne's Strictures. See page 113. They 
are now given to the public, in the present form, with the approba- 
tion of the author. * w. c. 



s. N. DiCKiX802r, pa. 
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LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

To the Rev, William Hague : 

Dear Sib: — I have read attentively your remarks on 
my Letter to the Rev. Messrs. J. H. Towne and Parsons 
Cooke ; and as I agree with you in the opinion, that discus- 
sions of this sort should ever be pursued with promptness 
till brought to a definite issue, I propose to make a few re- 
marks by way of reply. I am happy to agree with you in 
your views of the spirit that should characterize such a 
discussion. It ought, indeed, ^^to be pervaded with the 

fenial spirit of candor, charity, and truth, all baptized in 
iloa's brook, which flows fast by the oracle of God." All 
that comes from '' the pastor's study," should indeed ex- 
hibit the spirit of heaven. In concurrence wilh these 
views, allow me to present my own opinions on this topic, 
so deeply interesting, so vital. Views uttered before I was 
ever involved in controversy, which still embody my delib- 
erate opinions, and by which I desire ever to be tried. 

This is preeminently an age of discussion, and all efforts 
to avert it are vain. The human mind has been aroused 
by the Spiiit of God and the great events of the age, and 
cannot be put to sleep again. Nor is it to be desired. The 
work of free inquiry hsts begun, and it ou^ht to go on, till 
ail errors are exposed, and the eternal prmciples of truth 
alone retained. But if discussion cannot be avoided, our 
only alternative is this ; to discuss in a low state of piety, 
ana in an unholy frame of mind, and rend the church, ana 
agitate and divide the nation, or to produce a public senti- 
ment which shall require of every man to speak and write 
in a holy and heavenly frame of mind, and take no ezoose 
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for a failure. Men feel keenly now the exposure of un- 
*BOund arguments. But a stale of public sentiment ought 
to be produced, which would make it a mere trifle, to be 
proved deficient in logical skill, in comparison with the 
exhibition of a bitter, angry, or resentfui spirit, or any form 
of unholy emotion. . 

Now this can be done. To stop discussion we cannot 
hope, and ought not to desire ; but it is possible to require 
all men to discuss in a holy frame of mind. What an en- 
tire revolution would this make in all the leading discus- 
sions of the day ! Men under the constant influetice of 
such a public sentiment, and of a sense of the presence of 
God, would soon find that they could control their lan^age 
and their feelings, just as easily as if they were writiog or 
speaking amid the holy society of heaven. And ought 
any man -to speak or to write so that be would be urvwilling 
to exhibit what he has wiitten or spoken, before th© throne 
of God^ and in the midst of angels, and the spirits of the 
iust? It must, at last be seen in the light of that world. 
Why, then, not write, and speak, as if we were already 
there? . 

In these views, I doubt not, you fully concur. The way 
is, therefore, open to inquire, will your ^eply^to xny Letter 
bear to be tested by these principles ? and, ;also, is your 
reasoning, in reply to my arguments, ^und"? . These points, 
in my next communication, I propose briefly to consider. 
I am^ with Christian affeotion, 

, Y.pur brother in Christ, . 

E, BfiECHSJt 



LETTER 11. 

Rev yW'itliam Hague : 

D|3AR Sir: — In my last copimunication to you, I ex- 

{>res9ed my pleasure in the belief :that we ham^Qipi^e) at 
east, in our views of the manner in which a discussion of 
this kind should be conducted. Indeed, nothing is more 
simple than the theory of christian discussion. If all 
^th is salutsiry, if all error is hurtful; if the system of 
truth is one and eternal, elevated far above all local errors, 
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beautiful, harmonious, and beloved of God, then for his 
sake, and for the sake of his cause, we should prefer the 
truth to all beside. And tliough linked in with particular 
organizations^ we should not feel it to be our main duty to 
maintain their interests, and defend their cause, nor our 
highest reward to be hailed as their champions, or honored 
as their leaders. We should feel it to be our highest duty 
to act for God, and for eternity, and our highest reward to 
stand approved in the light of that day, when, in the " fiery 
flame " of eternal truth, every system of error shall be dis- 
solved and destroyed. 

Acting thus as in the presence of God, and in view of 
the judgment-seat, we should carefully avoid the indul- 
gence of all unholy feelings ourselves, as powerfully 
obstructing the perception of truth, and with no less care 
should we avoid all that may tend to excite them in others. 
Especially should we guard against ascribing to others, 
without cause, unholy emotions; such as arrogance, or 
pride, and against unchristian exultation, or contempt, in 
view of their real or supposed errors. AH scornful allu- 
sions, moreover, to their place of residence or local disad- 
vantages ; all efforts to repress investigation, or to browbeat 
sincere inquirers, by a reference to their own youth, and 
the age and rank of those from whom they happen to differ 
in opinion ; all suppression of the real strength of an argu- 
ment and all rhetorical artifices, for the sake of exciting 
popular prejudice, we shall at once agree are not of heav- 
enly origin. We shall at once agree that all such things 
are poisonous plants, and that fast by the throne of God, 
and in the genial soil of heaven, they can find no nutri- 
ment, but will at once wither and die. In view, then, of 
this standard, so simple, so universally acknowledged, let 
us proceed to consider certain portions of your remarks in 
reply to my Letter. 

On page 128, in speaking of me, you use the following 



words : " The ground which he occupies is certainly very 
high, if all the learning of modern Europe cannot reach it.'' 
If in any thing that I have said, I have either asserted or 
implied that I stand on such ground, certainly I deserve 
rebuke — but if not, then it is not kind or right in a chris- 
tian brother, to ascribe to me such intolerable arrogance 
and conceit. 

What, then, have I said ? Simply this, that the highest 
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authority on the meaning of a Greek word, is not the opin- 
ion of modem critics, but of those who spoke and wrote 
the Greek as their vernacular tongue ; and that, before the 
tribunal of such modem opinions, even if it included those 
of all the learned men of Europe, I refuse to stand. I 
appeal from such mere opinions, to those whose decision 
must be final, the original writers of the Greek tongue. Is 
this claiming to stand on a ground so high that all the 
learning of modern Europe cannot reach it? Thejr not 
only can reach it, but must reach it, if ever this question is 
settled. Of what use is it to reiterate the mere opinions of 
Luther and Calvin, Augustine, Bretschneider, etc., without 
any proof of their correctness ? Are they inspired and in- 
fallible ? Is it of no use to go to the original writers for 
ourselves ? Are we sure that they have seen all the facts 
of the case ? Do we know that they made no premature 
and hasty inductions? Is it certain that they did not 
illogically infer the philology of the Fathers, merely from 
their practice, as thousands have done ? Is it always safe 
to trust the decisions of men, merely because they are 
learned ? Are we not commanded to prove all things, and 
to hold fast only that which is good ? And how can this 
be done, except by the very course that I have indicated ? 
Indeed, I was making no comparison of learning at all. 
I was merely protesting against a false mode of settling a 
question in philology. Because I reject one tribunal and 
appeal to another, am I to be regarded as arrogating to my- 
self a superiority to the tribunal that I reject. I simply 
deny their jurisdiction — of'their learning, or of mine, I say 
notlling. In a case where the Supreme Court of the 
United States has exclusive jurisdiction, surely I may deny 
the jurisdiction of all other courts, and yet not be guilty of 
the arrogance of claiming to be more learned than they, 
and of occupying a ground which their united learning 
cannot reach. 

You say that my words, Before their tribunal I re- 
fuse TO STAND, deserve to be remembered. I am of the 
same oi)inioD. I think that they are based on a principle 
of vast importance. I do not intend, so far as in me lies, 
that they shall ever be forgotten. I shall earnestly urge 
upon all men who desire to bring the long debated ques- 
tion to a decisive issue, to abandon all reliance on second- 
hand opinions, and to press on till they reach the original 
sources of trutn. 
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But here you meet me with the assertion, that what I 
demand has been done. " Before their tribunal Professor 
Stuart has stood.'' Is it indeed so ? That he has express- 
ed an opinion as to the manner in which they understood 
the word baptize, is true. But who has called him to an 
account for this opinion, and summoned him before the 
tribunal of the Fathers to plead his cause ? When was he 
tried? Where is his argument? Where are the proofs? 
It is one thing to express an opinion ; it is quite another 
thing to be called in question for it, and to prove that it is 
correct. Are you not aware that I have already expressed 
my dissent from this opinion, and assigned my reasons for 
such dissent, viz. that he infers the philology of the Fathers 
from their practice, and that this inference is not logical, 
because, under a command to purify, they could have prac- 
ticed immersion, as well as under a command to immerse ? 
[See Biblical Repository, for January, 1841, page 27.] 

Here, too, you introduce the element of age. "After 
their decision, announced by the more aged professor, we 
behold President Beecher, a younger man, going into their 
court, and, as if they had never said a word, appealing to 
them with the question. Does not baptize mean to purify t " 
That all this is adapted to confuse, embarrass, and even 
browbeat a younger man, I can easily see ; but its logical 
power, I coniess, I cannot perceive. When Roger Williams 
differed in opinion on the subject of religious liberty, from 
the leading men of New England, was it needful, nrst of 
all, to compare his age and theirs, in order to know who 
was right? Was it audacious in the excellent Samuel 
Howe, the shoe-maker, firmly to adhere to opinions hostile 
to those of the most learned and a^ed men of his day ? 
Have you in your excellent historical discourse thought fit 
to censure them on this ground ? If not, then why censure 
me for attempting to decide a question by logic and evi- 
dence, and not by age ? 

Nor is this all. I deny the truth of the facts alleged. I 
do not admit that the more aged professor has announced 
the decision of the Fathers. He has, indeed, announced his 
own opinion as to their use of the word. All his opinions 
deserve great respect. But I am not in search of opinions—- 
I ask for the very words of the Fathers themselves. Can 
you, can any one, produce such words? Who among them 
all ever said that the word baptize means to immerse and 
nothing else ! I have seen with my own eyes their explicit 
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assertions that it means to purify. [See Biblical Repository, 
for Jan. 1842.] May I not trust their own words ? Shall I 
receive opinions at war with their own words as their deci- 
sion, merely because announced by men more aged than 
myself? Can I not duly respect aged men, and yet not 
adopt all their opinions ? 

But you say, that ^^ the modem Greeks read their books as 
easily as we read English, and with one voice declare that 
the Fathers understood the word baptize to mean immerse." 
Is not Gases a modern Greek 1 Is not his large and valua- 
ble lexicon of the ancient Greek, in two quarto volumes, 
held in high estimation by all. and is it not generally used 
by modem Greeks? Is he not, too, a member of the 
modem Greek Church, which boasts of retaining the prac- 
tice of immersion ? 

How, then, does he define ^uTntJcw ? by ^Qexto, lovta, and 
avjleoi — that is, to wet, or moisten, to wash, or to bathe — 
to draw water. Surely, this is at least one voice among the 
modem Greeks. [See Hall on Baptism, page 37, and his 
authority, " Chronicle of the Church," New Haven, May 
25, 1838.] Gases, then, does not give the definition im- 
merse at all, for though lovca often involves^ immersion, it 
is never by its own force. It denotes merely to wash, and 
is as applicable where there is no immersion, as where 
there is. 

But even if the modern Greeks testified, as you allege, I 
would not take their opinions as proof. The writings of 
the Fathers are in our hands, as well as in theirs ; and it is 
not only our privilege, but our duty, to judge from an ex- 
amination of their own words, what they believed, and not 
from second-hand assertions of Greeks or Jews, Europeans 
or Americans. 

On page 129, you speak of Archbishop Potter, and cer- 
tain Italian scholars in Venice, and ask Messrs. Cooke and 
Towne, whether they will assert that they " were quite un- 
able to translate the sentence, (of Clement,) and, of course, 
cjuite unfortunate in not having been able to derive some 
light from Illinois ? " In all this I can see something very 
like the language of triumph over my supposed defeat. I 
can also see something that looks like a contemptuous 
sneer at me, on account of my residence in Illinois. But 
I confess, with sorrow, that I cannot find in it either logic 
or brotherly love. Why this pointed reference to the place 
of my residence ? Is truth to be decided not only by age. 
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but by locality too? For a long time the State of Rhode 
Island was the Nazareth of New England. Would it have 
been quite right to sneer now at the errors of Roger Wil- 
liams, because he happened to live in Rhode Island? 
Even, then, if I were in an error, why sneer at me because 
God has seen fit to cast ray lot in the State of Illinois? 
Whether I am, in fact, chargeable with error, I shall in- 
quire in its place. 

Again, on page 122, you say, ^' if this is a specimen of 
his way of reading the Greek fathers, his citations from 
them will not possess a very high authority." I would ask, 
why try to destroy confidence in the accuracy of my cita- 
tions, before any error of citation has been proved or even 
alleged ? Have I not cited the passage from Clement ac- 
curately ? As to my translation, the facts are these ; four 
editions of Clement, in the three libraries of Lane Semi- 
nary, of Harvard University,^ and of Andover Seminary, 
translate the passage as I do, and one of them pubiishea 
since the last edition of Archbishop Potter at Venice. I do 
not offer this as proof that the translation is correct — that 
question must be decided by appropriate evidence — but, 
surely, if I both quote and translate in accordance with all 
these editions, I am not liable to the charge of inaccurate 
citation. What if I have .agreed in opinion with learned 
men, both before and since the editions of Archbishop 
Potter, is my reputation as a scholar^ therefore, to be assail- 
ed, and the accuracy of my citations called in question? 
I can see in all this an effort to shake the corifidence of 
your readers in all that I have quoted or may quote from 
Jhe Fathers J but I cannot see in it even common controver- 
sial fairness, and much less the spirit of heaven. 

On page, 128 you say, "having thus noticed the various 
statenients of this Letter, the reader will observe my e:ntire 
compliance with IVfessrs. Cooke and Towne's request." Is 
this so? On the passage from Justin Martyr you'are en- 
tirely silent. I am sorry for the fact. . If it admits of an 
answer, it ought to have been answered — if not, you 
ought to have noticed the fact. I quoted but two passages 
containing |^«7r«^£M, and I regarded the second quite as de- 
cisive as the first. 

It may have been an oversight. I am quite desirous so 
to regard it. At all events, the passage is unanswerable, 
and ought not to be passed over m silence. 

I have been the more struck with these efforts to depre-i 
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ciate my character in the eyes of the public, because they 
have seemed to be a part of a systematic plan to keep 
off a thorough discussion of the subject, cither by personal 
attacks upon me, or by appeals to prejudice. I do not, in- 
deed, allege, or believe, that such a plan exists. But inde- 
pendent eflforts have as accurately concurred to produce 
this result as if there had been design. Mr. Hinton, speak- 
ing of me, says, " he stands, as imagined by himself j m the 
frotid position of being the only individual who has ever 
nad satisfactory ground for believing that the term Sanuloi 
limits the rite to no particular mode. " History of Baptism, 
page 26, published and circulated by the American Baptist 
Publication Society. It is much easier to insinuate that I 
am proud and self-conceited, than fairly to answer my 
arguments. But who gave Mr. Hinton the power to search 
my heart, and to report my imagjinations concerning my- 
self ? And who can answer insinuations such as these? 
Of what use is it to profess humility in such a case? 
Against such poisoned arrows I have no shield. But is it 
right in the sight of God to hurl them ? So Mr. Cushman, 
in his letters to Mr. Winslow, is pleased to speak of a star 
rising in the West, to lead the church agamst the usual 
course of the constellations of heaven, and away from the 
day-spring from on high. The Christian Watchman, on 
the other hand, says, that my pieces are quite harmless, 
and would not have been noticed but for the respectability 
of the periodical in which they were published. Mr. Car- 
sop, however, deems them quite dangerous, and, in person- 
alities, and a bad spirit, transcending all the rest. But why 
is all this? What have I done? I have simply denied 
that ^anntfii, in the command, means to sprinkle, to pour, 
or to immerse, and alHrmed that it means to purify, and 
have insisted that mere opinions of learned men are not 
decisive evidence on this point, but that the writings of the 
Fathers, and other writers of Ecclesiastical Greek, are ; and 
have impeached the character and motives of no man, but 
have sought to treat all with whom I differ with the utmost 
respect If I have done otherwise, I ask not to be excused 
from censure. But if I have relied on fair argument and 
nothing else, not fearing to meet the strong points of the 
system that I oppose, but conceding all that appears to me 
capable of proof, then I ought to be encountered by argu- 
ment alone, and not by chaiiges of arrogance, pride, and 
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conceit -i- nor by appeals to age and authority, nor bjr af- 
fected contempt. I do not, indeed, fear that such things 
will crush me or the truth, for the eyes of the Lord pre- 
serve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the 
transgressor. But the honor of God, and the purity and 
unity of the church, demand that all such unchristian influ- 
ences shall for ever cease. 

. Your distinction between the spirit of the editor's of&ce 
and pastor's study does not strike me as happy. In theory 
one ought to be at least as near to heaven as the other; for 
a religious newspaper is a weekly preacher to a larger and 
more important audience than listen to the instructions of 
any pastor ; and as a matter of fact, I have seen as much 
from the pastor's study that is not heavenly in its spirit, as 
Ihave seen in the leading religious joumals with which I 
am conversant Of those of the Baptist denomination I 
cannot speak, inasmuch as I do not read them enough to 
enable me to judge. This distinction seems to have been 
introduced in order, by means of it, to aim a blow at a senior 
brother belonging to the editorial corps. But it is always 
dangerous to lav down general principles for the sake of 
gaining particular ends. No one ought either to assume or 
expect, that the editor of a religious newspaper will not be 
a man of God and live near to heaven. I am aware that 
he is surrounded by great temptations, and so is the pastor ; 
but the grace of God is sufficient for both, and his strength, 
if they seek it, will be made perfect in their weakness ; 
and without him, it is alike true of both, that they can do 
nothing. In my next, I shall notice the logic of your reply. 
Yours, with Christian affection, 

Edward Beecher. 



LETTER III. 

Rev, William Hague : 

Dear Sir, — In your reply to my Letter, the following 
passage occurs on page 128: "We are well aware that 
some of the most learned and judicious men of President 
Beecher's denomination smile kindly at his generous en- 
thusiam in defelice of their cause, and frankly aver, that he 
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cannot succeed in sustaining his peculiar theory." I d6 
not quote this sentence because of its logical power, but 
because it at once brings up the main question, on which 
the whole discussion turns 

My " peculiar theory/' then is, in brief, this, — that, in 
the command to baptize, 8a7iut,oi does not mean to im- 
merse, but TO PURIFY ; 01 course, there is no command in 
the New Testament to immerse, and, therefore, immersion 
is not a Christian duty, and no obligation to be immersed 
is binding on the conscience. For if the Saviour has not 
enjoined immersion, the mere fact of early practice can- 
not make it binding on the conscience ; especial/y when 
we find that this* same early practice daimed apostolical 
authority for trine immersion, naked immersion, exorcism, 
and unction, as well as for immersion. The authority of 
all such practice I reject, and ask, what did Christ enjoin? 
Let that oind the conscience, and nothing else. 

This "peculiar theory," you say, "some of the most 
learned and judicious men in my own denomination frank- 
ly aver, that I cannot sustain." ATI this may be. I do not 
call in question the truth of your statement. None of them, 
indeed, has ever frankly averred it to me, or stated to me 
the reason of his opinion. When they do, I intend to give 
a respectful and patient attention to all their arguments, 
and by the aid of God to assign them their full weight 
Till then, you will excuse me, if I do not attach the slightest 
weight to mere anonymous opinions^ however learned and 
judicious the men in fact may be, from whom you have 
gathered them up. Allow me also to suggest, that leamed 
and judicious men, of all parties, will, in my judgment, be 
much more influenced by sound arguments, than by any 
such rhetorical display of unpublished opinions of unknown 
men. Is that, indeed, a strong cause, that seeks to sustain 
itself, and to undermine opposing arguments, by influences 
such as these ? How much more efficacious would it be, 
thoroughly to answer my arguments on the main question, — 
what is the import of ^amitfu in the command ? I have 
already argued this question at great length, in Ave articles 
in the Biblical Repository, two in the year 1840, two in the 
year 1841, and one in the year 1843. To these I refer all 
candid inquirers after truth. Let them prayerfully exam- 
ine my arguments, as in the presence of a holy God, and 
then let them judge whether I have not, in fact, already 
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sustained my "peculiar theory." Your remarks are adapted 
to produce the impression, that those who deem my views 
correct are few, and that we stand almost alone in the 
learned world. After an eloquent invocation of the Latin, 
Greek, and Reformed Churches, you proceed : " While 
these replies linger on my ear, my attention is roused by a 
few voices of the clergy of New England, denying what 
the learning of the old world has established, and mak- 
ing ^assertions in bold tones touching Greek literature, at 
which the learned Greeks, Italians, and Germans, of differ- 
ent churches and opposite opinions in theolo^, alike pro- 
foundly marvel.'^ If so, the more easy if is for these pro- 
foundly marvelling learned men to answer me if I am 
wrong. And have I not given them every possible advan- 
tage for doing it ? My opinions have been fully before the 
public for two years or more. I have not, indeed, as yet, 

Eroduced aW the proofs of their correctness. But that is 
ecause these proofs are so numerous, that I cannot pre- 
sent the half of them in so small a space. Still, what I 
have, produced, unless they can be fairly answered, are 
more than sufficient to establish my theory, however ^* pe- 
culiar " it may be. At least, so I shall believe, till I see 
them met in a different spirit from what has yet been man- 
ifested, and with arguments more powerful than any that I 
have yet seen. 

^ Only a part of my letter related to the main question. 
You had charged me with erroneous statements as to the 
word employed in giving the command to wash clothes. You 
had also made certain statements as to lexicons, and as to 
the word (iamto, which I called in question. These are 
evidently subordinate questions, though of some impor- 
tance. I shall, therefore, consider the main question nrst, 
and these in their place. To establish my assertion, that 
^amttfii means to purify, I quoted two passages, one from 
Clement of Alexandria, the other from Justin Martyr. You 
try to prove,^y a reference to the authority of Archbishop 
Potter^ that my translation of £7itxo*z]; is incorrect. I in- 
tend, m my next letter, to array evidence against mere flu- 
thorityy and thus to prove that my translation is not in- 
correct. At present, however, I will avail myself of the 
evidence of the passage from Justin Martyr, to which you 
attempted no reply. This passage, at least, has broken 
through your ranks uninjured. Enumerable others are 
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ready to follow in its train. But, first, let us look at the 
bearings of this passage on the main question. I remark, 
then, 

1. That you have virtually given up the whole ground, 
by not answering this passage ; for you are bound to show, 
not only that some of the passages adduced can be explained 
^way and neutralized, but that they all can. If a man, in 
the centre of a circle, is exposed to the fire of twenty can- 
nons in the circumference^ it is not enough to spike one, or 
ten, or fifteen, or even nineteen, of them. Any one can 
kill him, if it is not spiked. So, if I bring two passages, 
and you can explain away but one, the one that remains is 
enough to destroy your cause for ever. But the two which 
I have produced are only two out of hundreds, not to 
say THOUSANDS, all of which may be arrayed, with irre- 
sistible power, against your position. But, 

2. Let us look, for a moment, at the strength of the pas* 
sage, which you have passed in silence. It occurs on page 
1 19 of Messrs. Cooke and Towne's Strictures : " What is 
the benefit of that baptism, that cleanses the flesh, and the 
flesh alone ? Be baptized as to your soul from wrath, from 
covetousness, from envy, from hatred, and lo, your body is 
pure." The force of this passage lies in the following 
considerations : 

1. The baptism is internal and spiritual, it is a baptism 
of the soul. Is it customary to immerse the soul in order 
to purify it ? 

2. Nothing is either mentioned or implied, in which the 
soul can be immersed. And to supply it oy an ellipsis, 
would be absurd, e. g. to say be immersed "mto the Holy 
Ghost," or "into spiritual water," and thus be purified, 
would be against all rules of grammar, and totally inad- 
missible. 

3. The preposition that follows baptize requires the 
idea of purification, and excludes the idea of immersion. 
It is proper to speak of being immerseStfl all sorts of 
vices, but never of being immersed from them. On the 
contrary, it is not proper to speak of being purified in vices, 
but of being purified/rom them. The usages of the words 
purify and immerse are in this respect perfectly contradic- 
tory. What one demands, the other rejects. Hence, in 
this passage, BannJCiM not only admits the sense to purify, 
but it demands it Not only is the sense immerse unnat- 
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ural, it is absurd. Nor is this all. The whole power of 
the antithesis depends upon assigning to baptize the sense 
to purify. What is the use of that purification that 
PURIFIES the body, and the body alone ? Be purified 
as to your soul, from wrath, covetousness, envy, hatred, 
and, lo, your body is pure. If you translate ^aTml^ct 
immerse, it ought, by the laws of antithesis, to stand thus : 
be IMMERSED as to your soul, and, lo, your body is im- 
mersed. But is it so 1 If yon^purify the soul, the body 
is pure. But if you immerse the soul, is the body immersed ? 
But I need not argue such a question ; the adjective Kada' 
Qovj pure, rejects such a translation. By this passage alone, 
then, the main question is settled on my side. But I will 
not leave it alone. To sustain it, I refer to other passages 
no less decisive, in the Biblical Repository for January, 
1843, especially to the passage from Basil, pp. 102, 103, m 
which, commenting on Is. 4 : 4, he gives to Santia/ia the 
very sense that I claim — purification from pollution. Nor 
is this all. Origen, Eusebius of Cesarea, Jerome, Cjrril of 
Alexandria, and Theodoret, commenting on Is. 4 : 4, all 
sustain the same view, and their concurrent testimony 
makes out a case of perfect moral demonstration. The 
cases in which sprinkling is spoken of as baptism are no 
less decisive, for it is a purification, but is not an immer* 
sion. In short, I appeal to all the proof contained in that 
number, and in the numbers that precede it, especially 
that for January, 1841, in support of my "peculiar theory." 
Till all tlfat proof is answered, it cannot be overthrown. 
But, in order to test your theory still further, let me adduce 
one or two more passages, not contained in those articles. 
The Fathers, it is well known, held that Christ i)urified the 
water by touching it, and thus gave it a purifying power. 
See Bib. Repos., April, 1840, pp. 370, 371. 

In like manner they held that he purified John by touch- 
ing him when he baptized him. So John of Damascus, 
says, Christ was baptized that he might purify dyiatrij the 
baptizer. Here he uses, to denote purify, the word dyuxtri^ 
which of course cannot mean immerse. Then, in de- 
scribing the purification of John, he says, "John was bap- 
tized, (e(ianua6ijy) BT putting his hand on the divine 

HEAD OF HIS MaSTER, AND ALSO BY HIS OWN BLOOD.'' Did 

he mean to say that John was immersed by putting his hand 
on Christ^s head? or that he was purified by putting his hand 
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on Christ's head ? Let the nature of the case, let the 
"v^'hole context decide. See opp. Joham Damasc, Paris, 
1712. Vol. 1, p. 261. 

So too, as a martyr, John was regarded as purified by 
his own blood, not as immersed in it. See Biblical Repos. 
for January, 1841, for full proof that the baptism of blood 
was regarded as a purification by blood, and not an immer- 
sion in it. I will mention another case, to show the dan- 
ger of relying on mere authority. — You refer with great 
confidence to an article in the Christian Review for March, 
18.38, from Prof. Sears, to show the state of European 
opinion on this subject. In that article, p. 94, in reply to 
Dr. Miller, who says that divers baptisms, in Heb. 9: 10, 
means sprinklings of blood, he says, ^* We challenge him 
to produce a single passage in all the range of sacred and 
pagan literature, which shall furnish a parallel, in which 
baptism shall signify sprinkling with blood. And yet 
Ambrose, one of his own witnesses, summoned, p. 100, to 
testify on the side of immersion, says, "He who wished 

TO BE PURIFIED WITH A TYPICAL BAPTISM, tyjficO baptiS' 

matej was sprinkled with the blood of a lamb, by 
A BRANCH OF HYSSOP." Apol. David, ^ 59. 

Nothing can be more decisive than this. The sprinkling 
of the blood of a lamb was certainly a typical purification, 
but it was not a typical immersion. — See also other decisive 
passages, to prove that the Fathers regarded sprinkling as 
mcluded in the divers baptisms, spoken of by Paul in Heb. 
9; 10, in the Bib. Repos. for Jan. 1843. What shall we 
say to all this ? Is not Prof. Sears a learned man ? I take 
great pleasure in expressing my high opinion of his ex- 
tensive and varied attainments. Still it is plain that in 
this case he relied too much, either upon the correctness of 
the opinions of German scholars, or upon his own previous 
impressions. At all events, the decision of Ambrose, 
Cyril, and others on this point, must entirely outweigh not 
only his opinion, but those of all modern Europe and 
America beside. From it there can be no appeal. It is 

ABSOLUTE AND DECISIVE. 

Nor is this all ; another of the Fathers, supposed of old to 
be Chrysostom, and whose writings are still published with 
his, mentions (op. Chrys. Venice, 1734, Vol. 6, p. 43,) five 
KINDS or BAPTISM. The first is baptism by the word ot God. 
To illustrate this, he quotes John 15: 3. Now are ye plean 
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{KadaQoi^j pure,) through the word that I have spoken unto 
you. What sort of a baptism is this ? It is simply purification 
by the truth; not immersion in it. Anastasius, (Bib. Pat. Vol. 
9, 1030,) sajra, that he should dare to call mourning, on 
account of sins against God, another baptism. This puri- 
fies the soul. How does it immerse if? In Op, Isaiae Ab- 
batis, it is Said, " affliction with humility and silence, is a 
baptism ;^^ "for John," he proceeds, " was clothed in earn- 
ers hair, and had a leathern girdle around his loins, and 
lived in the desert, which is a sign of affliction and peni- 
tence j which puiijies a man." Was there any thing like 
immersion in all this ? Affliction with humility, silence, 
and penitence, purifies a man, it does not immerse him ; it 
is a purification^ not an immersion. For this passage see 
Bibliotheca Vet. Pat. And. Gallandii. Venice, 1765. Vol. 
7, p. 292. But I forbear. There is almost no end to de- 
"cisive proofs, I am perplexed rather by their multitude, 
than by their scarcity. You try to explain how sprinkling 
came to be called baptism. You ascribe it to the rise 
cf an anti-christian power, thinking to change times and 
laws. This power, it sterns, enacted that sprinkling 
should be called immersion ! Did any power ever claim 
the right to change, by law, the usus loguendi of the word 
^antiiXfta ? This is surely a new fact in history. I am anx- 
ious to see your authority for an opinion so novel. But 
this, even if true, would not be enough. It would be need- 
ful, still further, to show that this same lawless power en- 
acted, also, that purification by the truth should be called 
•immersion, and that mouming on account of sins against 
God should be called immersion, — and that affliction with 
humility and silence should be called an immersion^ be- 
cause it purifi£s a man. In short, that purifications in gen- 
eral, and not only so, but ail means of purification, should 
be called immersion; (see Am. Bib. Repos. for Jan. 1843 ;) 
80 much so, that when John was purified, by laying his 
hand on Christ's head, it should be recorded that he was 
thereby immersed. But when could this change of the 
Msus loquendi be undertaken, and by whom 1 Was it by the 
Papal power? Was it in the days of Ambrose or Cyprian? 
The application of^amitfit to denote purification, precedes the 
days of Ambrose or of Cyprian. It is found in the works of 
Gregory Thaumaturgus, of Origen, of Tertullianj of Clement 
of Alexandria, and of Justin Martyr, It goes up to the 
2* 
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DATS OF Christ and his apostles^ yea, it precedes 
THEM. But why should I thus trace it back? It is con- 
ceded on all hands, that the Greek Fathers, and the Latin 
•ones who were familiar with the Greek, did not alter the 
vsvLS loquendi as to BaniiXfi)^ which existed in the Apostolic 
days. And yet Tneophylact, in his Greek comment on 
John 3: 25. " there arose a dispute concerning purijica'- 
tiorij (xa6ocQi(Tfiov)j first gives a general view of the subject 
by saying, that it was a dispute concerning baptism, t^jTr/aig 
neqi, (ianuafiaTog, and in this Chrysostom and Gregory of 
Nyssa agree with him. • But, as if to put the matter beyond 
all doubt, he proceeds to narrate the origin and subject of 
the dispute, and then adds, " they, dispoting concerning 
purificationj that is, baptisnij {t7}TT}auiTeg Oe neqi xadnQicrfiov 
tjTOt' ^anntTfittjog,) come to John. Indeed, he takes exactly 
the same view of the passage that I do in my first number j 
(Bib. Repos. Jan. 1840, § 8,) so that it might be suspected, 
that I borrowed my views from him, though, in fact I had 
not read his commentary when I wrote that article, and 
derived my views from the Bible alone. I was, therefore, 
the more struck with the perfect coincidence between his 
views and mine on a passage by which I was first led to 
adopt my present views, as I humbly hope, under the 
guidance of the Spirit of God. But Mr. Carson, referring 
to the Fathers, says, " to suppose that persons who spoke 
the Greek language might understand their words (that is, 
those of the apostles,) in a sense different from that in 
which they used them, would be to charge the Scripture as 
not being a revelation. Whatever was the sense in which 
the apostles used the word must have been known to all 
who heard them or read their writing." If so, then all 
question is at an end, for Theophylact both wrote and 
spake Greek. And commenting on the words of John 3: 25, 
he clearly states, that by xadagiafiog he means ^anna/ia ; 
that is, purification and baptism were, with John, 

STNONYMOUS TERMS. 

As to the use of sprinkling, how can you explain the fact 

that NO ONE EVER OPPOSED IT ON PHILOLOGICAL GROUNDS, 
WHILST ANCIENT GREEK WAS A LIVING, SPOKEN TONGUE * 

It was never said, in those days, " it is absurd to call sprink- 
ling immersion." It was never said, " God has enjoined im- 
mersion, and you cannot immerse by sprinkling," It has 
been lett for modem learning to invent mis argument. It is 
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easy to foTget this fact. It is easy to pass it in silence. But 
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ANSWER IT. Had there been any party, 
had there been even one individual, that held to the philolog- 
ical views of the modern Baptists, there would have been a 
protest on philoloo;ical grounds. But there was none — and 
so great a corruption, not only of Christ's command, but of 
language, also, as calling sprinkling immersion, was made, 
if you are correct in your theory, without one voice to pro- 
claim the absurdity of calling that an immersion, which 
was not an immersion, but only a sprinkling ; or to protest 
against this lawless alteration of the command ! The fact 
is, that there never was any such question as this, " is it 
proper to call sprinkling an immersion ? " The question 
related solely to its efficacy fully to communicate the grace of 
God so as to remit sins, and confer all other Christian priv- 
ileges. The question was, does it in fact purify from sin, 
and is it proper to regard it as a real purification, and to call 
it so. See Bib. Repos. for Jan. 1843, pp. 02 and 106 and 107. 

I will now pass for a few moments to the subject of lex- 
icons. You stated, p. 12 of Review, " There is not a lexicon 
in the worldj which aoes not give as the primary, the leading 
roeaninff under 8a7mt,oi, to immerse, to sink, to submerge, 
dip or plunge, either two or all of ihem." In reply to this 
I referred you to five lexicons, written in Greek, in which 
none of these senses are given at all. You answer this, by 
saying that I have made some vei-y singular remarks in re- 
lation to lexicons, and that what I took to be a definition is 
no definition at all. Even if it is so, still, do not the facts 
alleged entirely disprove your statement ? For surely these 
&ye lexicons are lexicons, and they are in the world, and 
they do not contain any of the meanings you allege, at all. 

But is it not rather singular that Zonaras, of whose lexicon 
Tittman speaks so highly, see Am. Bib. Repos., Jan. 1843, 
p. 105, when he comes to paTtTitai. should give no definition 
at all, but only certain theological notions and eulogies of 
baptism ? But what is the fact? xadeigiafwg (purification) 
has in Greek two senses — one forgiveness of sins, or sacri- 
ficial purification, the other a cleansing from sin in a moral 
sense, or moral purification — and Zonaras gives just these 
two senses to baptism {^anuofia) and no more. And between 
these senses and all eulogies, appellations, or names of 
honor, there is a clear and precise line of distinction. Nor 
is this all ; Origen, Athanasius, Ambrose, Chrysostom, Basil, 
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Eusebius, Cyril of Alexandria, Jerome, Theodoret, and oth- 
ers too numerous to mention, sustain entirely the correctness 
of his definitions. And if all that you have to say is, that 
Zonaras gives neither your definitions nor any other, I am 
willing to leave all '^ learned and judicious men " to decide, 
whether my " peculiar theory " is not " sustained,^^ for he 
gives the very definitions that I claim, and which a host of 
uie Fathers illustrate and defend. , 

You sa^, also, that on my principles it can be proved that 
baptism means regeneration, just as I prove that it means 
purification. I reply, it depends altogether upon the kind 
of baptism spoken gf. If it be the baptism of the Holy Ghosti 
then It is in fact regeneration ; for the remission of sins ana 
the purification of 3ie heart by the Holy Spirit is regenera- 
tion, and so Basil defines it. If it be mere water baptism, 
without the Holy Ghost, then it is not regeneration, but 
purification from filth, and so Basil defines it. See Am. 
Bib. Repos. for Jan. 1843, pp. 102, 103. 

In my next I shall notice your remarks on Clement, and 
on the washing of clothes, and also on the word ^anxta^ not 
because I consider what I have said on these points as es* 
sential to the proof of the main question, but because we 
ought as far as possible to avoid error, even on subordinate 
points. 

Meantime, may the Spirit of Grod truly baptize us, and 
all the church, and thus effectually remove all causes of 
error on a subject so momentous, so near to his own heart 
I am, with Christian afifection. 

Your brother in Cnrist, 

£. BXSCHXR. 



LETTER IV. 

Rev. William Hague : 

Dear Sir, — Having considered the undisputed passage 
in which the word (iamitatj occurs, and its relations to the 
main question, I come now to the passage of which you 
have seen fit to attempt to destroy the force by a new transla- 
tion. Having considered this, I shall next notice your trans- 
lations, of the passages in which ^anxot occurs, and your re- 
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marks as to the washing of clothes. To the general scope of 
your remarks on my translation of Clement, I object, 1. That 
you rely on mere assertion without evidence. 2. That you 
appeal to prejudice by attempting to array Archbishop Pot- 
ter and certain nameless Italian scholars in Venice against 
me, and the idea of light from Illinois. I have always re- 
garded Archbishop Potter as a distinguished scholar, and 
have read his works 'y^ith great pleasure and profit, because 
he generally not only has good reasons for his assertions, 
but also states them, so that I can form an opinion on 
evidence, not on authority. In this case he has given no 
reasons, nor have you ; and I deem it not only illogical but 
injurious to the public mind, to try to produce a prejudice 
against any American scholar, whether he live in Boston 
or Illinois, by ostentatiously arraying against him archbish- 
ops and Italian scholars in Venice, acting under the sanc- 
tion of the Doge of Venice. It not only throws no light on 
the point in question, but it tends directly to repress habits 
of manly ana independent thought. If the West is ever to 
be saved from the dominion of the Pope, it is not by breed- 
ing contempt of American scholars at the West, nor by 
inculcating habits of tame acquiescence in all the assertions 
of archbishops and Italian scholars. I freely admit, that 
scholars at the West labor under very great disadvantages, 
from want of books. But deal not with us too severely, let 
even-handed justice be done. Give us books, give us 
libraries, give us all the armor that we need in the great 
moral war raging there, and then if we neglect or misim- 
prove our advantages, censure us as severely as you please. 
J3ut till then, even if we do err, let our circumstances be 
deemed our excuse, not our crime. 

But in this case I do not admit the charge of error. To 
translate CTie xoni?, upon a couch, is not erroneous. For, 1. 
The words will admit of this translation. 2. The Syntax 
will admit of it, and, 3. The context ; and, 4. The nature of 
the things spoken of call for it. 

1. The words will admit of my translation. It will not be 
doubted, I suppose, that xouri can mean a bed, or couch. 
"^^Tio does not know that this is its primary sense, and that 
the sense concubitus is only secondary and derivative? 
Again it will not, I think, be denied that it can mean a couch 
at a feast. For Xenophon, in his Memorabilia, authorizes 
the usage. Spesdung of the marks of honor due from the 
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younger to the elder^ he mentions rising up in their pres- 
ence, honoring them with a soft couch, xoixri ^uaAaxr^, and 
giving them the precedence in speech. In this case, the 
couch is obviously not a bed for repose at night, but one to 
recline on in a circle engaged in conversation, and partici- 
pating in the enjoyments of social life. In short, it was, as 
Strozius well remarks, in his learned and critical Lexicon 
Xenophonteum, " lectus quietis et convivii," a couch on 
which to repose and to feast, Ajt. 2. 3. 16. Morell also, in 
his I^exicon Prosodaicum, gives xUt^ri and xotr y as synon- 
ymes. Xenophon the Athenian is surely sufficient author- 
ity for Clement the Athenian in using the word in this sense. 
As to em, you will not, I suppose, deny that it can be translat- 
ed upon in this case, inasmuch as this is its original and 
primary sense, and after is only a derivative and secondary 
sense. The words, then, will admit of my translation. So, 
too, will the Syntax. Is it not as truly grammatical to say, 
it was the custom of the Jews to be baptized upon a coucL 
as it is to say, it was the custom of the Jews to be baptized 
" post concubitum ? " 

We come, tlien, to the context, and to the nature of the 
thiligs spoken of. What, then, is the context ? . Has Clem- 
ent been speaking of con cubitus, or of washings after con- 
cubitus, among the Gentiles, that he should here refer to 
this.kind of washing among the Jews ? I answer, no. He 
has, indeed, spoken of the night, but not with any reference 
to sexual pollution, as you seem to indicate, by copying 
from Potter a reference to Rom. 13: 13, but to inculcate a 
habit of keeping the thoughts on God and eternity, even in 
our dreams. The following is the train of thought preced- 
ing the passage I have quoted. If a man has truly learned 
to love God, he Avill not lose his habits of virtue in any way 
— neither in a vision nor in a dream, nor in any actings of 
the imagination. Since a habit never ceases to be a habit, 
and the dreams of the night flow from the habits of thought 
in the day. Therefore the Lord commands us to watch, 
that we may keep our natural life as pure by night as by ' 
day. There is nothing that tends to sin in the natural 
night. Indeed, it is favorable to serious thought, for it calls 
oflf the mind from the senses and leaves it free to think of 
God. The night that injures the soul is a moral night. 
It is immersion in the things of time and sense, so as to 
exclude eternity and God. But happy are they who see 
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God, accordiiog to the Apostle, who says, the night is far 
spent, the day is at hand ; let us, therefore, cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 
Rom. 13 : 12. Here, says he, Paul "figuratively represents 
by the day, and by light, the Son of God — and by the 
armor of light, his doctrines." In like manner he intimates, 
that we, being washed, should come pure and neatly appar- 
elled to engage in sacred rites and prayers ; and that our 
being thus purified externally and neatly arrayed, is merely 
for the sake of its symbolical import; for true purity con- 
sists in placing the affections on holy things. Then follows 
the passage which I quoted. And, indeed, an image of 
purincation (baptism) may have been transmitted from 
Moses to the poets thus. Penelope, having washed herselfl 
and having on her body clean apparel, goes to prayer ; and 
Telemachus, having washed his hands in tne salt sea, 
prayed to Minerva. And it was the custom of the Jews 
that they should oft purify, (baptize) themselves upon a 
couch ; that is, at their meals, and reclining upon a couch. 
Let it now be remembered, that there was a washing of 
hands at meals and feasts among the Jews and that it was 
not a matter of mere decorum but of religious obligation. It 
was also a prominent custom {edog) of the Jews. It was 
among the elders a prominent subject of religious law So 
important was it deemed, that our Saviour and his apostles 
were again and again called to account for neglecting it,*and 
in view of it our. Saviour felt himself called on repeatedly 
to maintain the superior' importance of purity of heart over 
any external forms of purification. See Matt. 15: 1 — ^20; 
Mark, 7 : 1 — 23 ; Luke, 1 1: 37 — 41. Let it be remembered, 
that these passages had made a strong impression on 
Clement's mind, as appears by the deep interest with 
which he, in other parts of his works, refers to them. Let 
it be remembered, that Clement's preceding train of thought 
is precisely the same with that of Christ in these passages: 
that is. to exalt mental purity above all its images ana 
symbols. Let it be remembered, too, that in the view of 
Clement, Pedagog. Lib. 2, Cap. 4, Potter, p. 113, Vol. 1, Ox^ 
ford, 1715, meals and public feasts were highly rehgioua 
occasions, and that he recommends to open them by pn»is-* 
ing the Creator, and during their proffress to introduce de-i 
rotional Psalms — (as Ps. 33.) and that he speaks of the 
heathen song (axoXtoi^) during feasts, as xat* etHorqtE^qoi^Kwv 
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yjttlfioav, after the image of the Hebrew Psalms ; and will 
any one dare to say, that it was not both natural and appro- 
priate for him to pass in thought from the religious washing 
of hands by Telemachus, to a religious washing of hands 
by the Jews, at their meals and public feasts ? What cus- 
tom more prominent, more public, more likely to excite 
universal attention, than this I It was almost a national 
badge of the Jews. Not a day could be spent with them 
without seeing it at least three times observed, and in all 
probability more. " For the Pharisees and all the Jews ex- 
cept they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition 
of the elders." — Mark 7:3. 

But what in this train of thought should lead him to men- 
tion the washing suggested by Potter? Surely, the chaste 
Penelope, in the absence of Ulysses, and the unmarried 
Telemachus, needed so such washing. 

Besides, it was not merely a washing, but one oft repeat' 
ed, (noHaxig,) that is by Clement ascribed to the Jews. 
And we know that the Jews at meals did often wash their 
hands, as Clement says. 

But did the law call for an oft-repeated washing in the 
case referred to by Potter! Not at all. See Lev. 15: 16- 
18. Was there any reason or motive to repeat it ? None 
at all, for it could not shorten in the least the stated time'of 
uncleanness. The law was, wash in the morning and be 
unclean till evening. 

Was this a washing common to all the Jews, as such? 
No, it was obviously designed for those only who were mar- 
ried. Was it a washing that they would oe likely to per- 
form in a public and ostentatious way, so that it should be 
a national badge, and excite universal attention and pro- 
duce imitation ? Let common sense judge. Of all Jew- 
ish washings this must have been the most private. What 
man, and especially what woman, would wish ostentatiously 
to proclaim the reason of washing in such a case 1 How 
unlike to this secret washing, that left its subjects still un- 
clean till evening, was the public washing of Telemachus, 
of which Clement had just spoken, which made him clean 
at once, so that he was not obliged to wait till the next day 
before he could engage in religious services. 

I freely confess, that to introduce the idea "post concu- 
bitum'' in such a connection seems to me alike at war 
with taste, and with the eminently spiritual train of thought 
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fn the context. If the words of the laws of Syntax forced 
it on me, I would adopt it, but still with great reluctance; 
for it interrupts a current of pure spiritual thou<i;hts by an 
idea, S'jch that even you preferred not to present it in a plain 
English dress, but veiled it under a euphemism or hid it in 
the Latin tongue. 

But neither the words nor the Syntax forced it on me. 
The primary and natural meaning of the words gives the 
sense that I claim. To educe the other you are obliged to 
resort to derived and secondary senses. 

I have a great respect for Archbishop Potter. But I can- 
not, on the ground of his naked assertion, adopt a transla- 
tion so repulsive and so out of keeping with the letter and 
spirit of the context. If you still choose to adhere to it, 
you are free to do so. But I do demand that you shall not 
pronounce my translation erroneous till you hdive proved it 
so ; nor charge me with haste till you give some evidence 
from the context that I had not patiently investigated the 
relations of the passage before I translated it ; nor sneer at 
light from Illinois till you have not merely asserted but 
proved that Archbishop JPotter has given us the true light; 
nor try to destroy the authority of my citations till you have 
proved them incorrect. 

And let me here anticipate any reply to my argument 
from the sentence that follows :> '^ Well therefore has it 
been said, be clean, not merely by washing, but in your 
znind.'' It may be said, that lovt^j washing, implies bath- 
ing and cannot be applied to the washing of hands. To 
this I reply, it is not so. Cyril of Alexandria applies it to 
the high-priest, anoXovaano, to denote merely washing his 
hands and feet in the laver ; and lovTgoif is applied by Basil 
to purification by sprinkling or pouring ; and so also it is by 
Photius and others. And a basin for washing the hands 
and face is called by Pollux and Anaxilas ^vri/^ioy, and 
is used by way of contrast to a bathing-tub ; thus ^^ in baths 
there are no wash-basins, " XovtrjQia. 

And now let the candid reader judge, have I erred in 
givhig. to (fannof^a the sense purification, in its relations to 
such a passage as this ? especially when Clement calls the 
mashing of handSj eixotv ^aniiofjiaxog, an image of baptism 1 
An image of purification, surely, it is — of immersion, it is 
no image at all. 

Have I erred in believing, that by often baptizing on a 
3 
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couch, he meant that kind of purification which was prac- 
ticed by the Jews, so often and so pertinaciously as to at- 
tract to itself in a peculiar manner the notice of Christ, and 
not a washing, private — not universal, not oft-repeated? 

I am 'still further confirmed in mjr view of' this passage, 
by noticing the extensive and spiritual import given by 
Cyril of ^exandria to the washing of hands and feet, by 
the priests of old. By washing their hands axid feet, he tells 
us, tliey show forth the purity and sincerity of all their 
deeds and ways, so that it denotes entire purity of life. And 
-he repeatedly speaks of it as a designed tvpe or image of 
the grace of God in christian baptism. Indeed, tliis seems 
to have been a familiar idea to all writers of the Alexan- 
drian school, such as Clement and Cyril. And inasmuch 
as Cyril expressly mentions, as a baptism, the sprinkling of 
the ashes of a heifer ; we cannot fail to see, that by baptism 
he meant purification and not immersion ; and that he and 
Clement regarded the washing of hands not as an image of 
immersion, for it was not, but as an image of purification. 

Nor would you really gain any thing, even by Potter's 
translation of em xo^ti}, for still I would insist on translating 
noHaxig 8a7tTil^£u6m'to purify often, and not to immerse 
often, and appeal to the context, and the general usage of 
the word, for proof. But above all, I would refer you to 
9y xAtyt) effanut^ev, of Nicephorus, where all pretext of the 
translation post concubitum is taken away, and no transla- 
tion is possible but this ; he baptized, that is, purified him 
upon his couch (or bed). See Am. Bib. Repos. for Jan. 
lS43,pp. 91, 92. 

Let me now notice your translation of Apollonius Rho- 
dius. By this you seem to think you have changed the 
serpent into a rod. — You will need, I apprehend, a much 
stronger rod than this before you can scourge me with 
much severity. For, 

1. Its whole power depends* upon introducing the new 
idiom of dipping a liquid owf of a cup by a bough. You 
are correct m saying, that Potter observes, in his Grecian 
Antiquities, it was customary with the Greeks to dip a torch 
IN sacred water and then sprinkle surrounding objects. 
But he does not say, that it was customary to dip out water 
with a torch. According to his examples, and all others that 
I have ever seen, where ^amta means to dip, it governs 
the torch or branch in the accusative, and is followed by 
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e»$, denoting that into which it is dipped, thus wg ^a^Bisy 
duXov eig x^Qvi^^. Eurip. Here. Fur. 924. That they 
may dip a torch into a basin. And if you wish to establish 
any other idiom, you must do it by assuming that it is found 
in the very passage in debate. Again, 

2. Even if it is more proper to use this new idiom, still 
you are not correct in its use. If this idiom were correct, 
the passage could be translated by changing the pointing, 
in four ways. You have given in fact two different trans- 
lations, but neither of them is correct. Neither of them is 
one of the four supposable right ones. Your first, is on p. 
123, where you speak of dipping out poisons with a newly- 
cut juniper bough. Here " dipping out" governs the poisons, 
and the bough is in the instrumental case. On p. 129 you 
ask, will they admit the version that says, " she dipped the 
BOUGH." Here you do not speak of dipping out poisons, 
but of dipping tne bough, where bough is in the objective 
case, and not in the instrumental case. The first transla- 
tion on p. 123, is obviously wrong, for, in order to throw the 
the force of ^amovg* upon the poisons, instead of upon fiifj 
you leave fiiv, denoting the serpent, the great subject of the 
whole passage, totally without govemment. — But fiitf is not 
an equivalent of fie p. — It cannot be passed over as a mere 
expletive. It is in this case the Ionic form for ovto*', as any 
common Lexicon or grammar would tell you. — Just as 
plainly is your second translation incorrect ; for, inasmuch 
as OaXXai is in the dative case, denoting the instrument, 
Pamovg^ cannot govern it, as if it were in the accusative 
case. In my introductory remarks, I say Medea resorts to 
a soporific mixture in a cup or goblet. This seems to have 
led you to translate xvx€(oyogj cup. The fact is, it means 
simply a soporific mixture, and never a cup. I spoke, indeed, 
of a cup, in my introductory remarks, but merely because 
the idea of a mixture implied a cun, or goblet, to hold it in, 
not as a translation of xvuBoivog. Nor did I suppose that it 
would lead you to omit the idea of a soporinc mixture, 
which is specified by the poet, and to retain the idea of a 
cup, which is not specified but only implied. — Hence, to try 
to translate ^otnxovg ex xvxe&tvog^ dipping out of a cup, 
is a hopeless effort, bv does not modify or direct the sense 
of panrovg\ but merely shows whence the poisons came 
which she sprinkled. She sprinkled strong poisons /rom th$ 
mixture, with incantations, upon his eyes. 
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Let US look at the text and translaition of Shaw, Oxford, 

* H da (tivaqxBvdoCo vBov rcTfieoji BuXX^ 

^anTOvg\ ex xuxetayog axfjgvtxa (paqfiax aoidaig 
' Paive xax oq>6aXfjio)y, 

HsBC autem ipsum juniperi recens exciso ramo 
Attingens, ex potione etficacia venena cum carmine 
Distillabat in oculos. That is^ 

She, bedewiDg him with a newly-cut juniper bou^h^. 
sprinkled strong poisons from the mixture, (or potion,) with 
incantations, upon his eyes. And let any scholar decide 
whether, with this text and punctuation, any other transla- 
tion is possible^ I fearlessly assert that no other 

IS POSSIBLE. 

By introducing the idiom spoken of above, an idiom 
sanctioned by no similar instance, that is, of dipping out a 
liquid by a houehj and by introducing dififerent punctuations, 
the words can be translatied in other w^ys. But on no po9- 
sible principle can either of your present translations be 
justified or defended. 

You thank me for alluding to a capital example in Vir- 
gil, so exactly to the point. This is surely too small a favor 
to call for such public thanks, especially as the passage 
says nothing at all about dipping, and is not at all to your 
purpose. You ask, " Did it not occur to our author, that 
* Virgil speaks of that bough as having been soaked in the 
Styx?" I answer, it did not. He does not say, that it was 
ioaked at all, but simply, that it was rendered soporific by 
Stygian power, vi Stygia soporatam. This did not even 
imply soaking. An instantaneous dipping in the Styx is 
not a soaking ; and this alone would amply suffice to render 
the branch soporific by St3'gian power. But the question 
is not, does tke whole passage imply, that the branch wais 
dipped, but what does the word soporatam mean ? and I 
answer, freely, it means neither soaked, nor dipped, but 
simply rendered soporific. So in ApoUonius, the question 
is not, does the whole passage imply a dipping of the 
bough, in fact, but this, does the word ^anxovg mean dip- 
pins: ? and I as freely answer, no; it means moistening or 
becfewing. And why try to escape this sense ? Does not 
Philo use ^amovjegjto denote moistening by means of a 
mixture 1 See Am. Bib. Repository for April, 1840^ p. 362. 
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Yon attach great importance to the testimony of the 
modern Greeks ; it may then interest you to know, that the 
FiBST meaning that the learned Gazes gives to j^amoiy in his 
Lexicon, (Ed. Venice, 2 v. 4to,) is, |?^£/w, tomokten or be- 
dew. 

I am greatly surprised, that, in a critical inquiry as to the 
meaning of a Greek word, you attach any weight to the, 
loose poetical vorsion of Fawkes. It may ^ve the general 
idea of the passage correctly enough. . But it does not even 
pretend to be a literal translation. Of course, its authority 
IS worthless on a point like this. Would you quote Pope^s 
Homer in a similar case ? Who ever thought of settling a 
question in philology by an appeal to him ? Why, then, 
appeal to Fawkes 1 I said, that the Greek scholiast sees 
no immersion here, because he speaks of none ] and inas- 
much as the text mentions none, but only bedewing and 
sprinkling, and as the scholiast speaks of sprinkling, and 
nothing else, I felt authorized to say that he saw no im- 
mersionhere. 

In view of all these facts, it is very plain, I think, that the 
work of changing the serpent into a rod has not yet been 

ferformed. What may be the result of your future efforts ' 
shall not venture to predict. But, in my judgment, all 
efforts to prove that ^amat has not the sense to moisten or 
bedew will be for ever vain. Equally so will be all efforts 
to prove that it has not the sense to wash ; for the writer of 
the Etymologicum Gudianum, who wrote in Greek, ex- 
pressly states, that ^amu and TrXvyoi are in this sense synon- 
ymous. His words are ^antBi, tout' boii nlvvBi. 

In your remarks on the passage from Lucian, you do not 
meet the point of my argument. The question is not this, 
does the context^ or the nature of the cascj implt that the 
dyeing in question was performed by dipping, but this, 
does panroi mean to dip ? I argued that it does not, because 
to dip any thing in order to dye i^ is the act of an intelli- 
gent and designing being — not oi the flesh of a fish. Flesh 
can stain, or color, or dye, but it cannot dip any thing ; and 
if it cannot dip any thing, it cannot dye any thing by dip- 
ping it. Your reference to ffag>ag is an unfortunate one. 
No word more clearly proves that the primary sense may 
be entirely lost in tne secondary-- for Lucian uses it as 
sry-nonymous with XQ^^^S, colors, to denote the colors of 
flowers I and lest you should say that these are so called 
3* 
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because they look as if they had been dyed by dipping, he 
applies it to many-colored flowers, that do not look as if 
dyed by dipping, for no dyeing can imitate or produce such 
variegated' colors. Besides, you do not dare to carry out 
your own principles in translation. You do not translate 
panTM to dye by dipping, but just as I do, to dye. " Nature," 
you translate, " had rendered the flesh of the fish fit, not 
only to be eaten, but also, StxnrieVj to dye, and so I trans* 
late it. Nor do you translate ^(x(pag, dip stuff- liquids, but 
dye stuff" liquids, in which no part of the force of dip is re* 
tained. But /?«<p«?, does not mean merely dye stuff liquids^ 
but dyeing materials of any kind. But of what use is it to 
try to prove that ^anivt) means to dye, without respect to 
mode ? Aristotle applies the word to denote the staining 
the interior of the hand by crushing a certain kind of berries 
in it. Indeed, Mr. Carson fully concedes all that I could 
desire. He says, (p. 62,) " A word may come to enlarge 
its meaning, so as to lose sight of its origin. This fact must 
be obvious to every smatterer in philology. Had it been at- 
tended to. Baptists would have lound no necessity to ipTOve 
that ^amoij when it signifies to dye, always properly signi* 
fies to dye by dippiYig." Again, (p. 61,) " Having sucK evi* 
dence before my eyes, I could not deny this to my oppo- 
nents, even were it a difficulty as to the mode of bap^lism. 
In a controversialist, nothing can compensate for candor ; 
and facts ought to be admitted, even when they appear un- 
favorable. It is an unhallowed ingenuity, that strives to 
give a deceitful coloring to what cannot be denied, and 
cannot ultimately ser\'e a good cause. Truth will be sooner 
made to appear, and will sooner be received, if on all sides 
there is openness and honest dealing, without any attempt 
to conceal or to color. To force through difficulties, em- 
ploy insuflSicient evidence, j-efuse admissions that integrity 
cannot deny, and, by rhetorical artifice cut down whatever 
opposes, is the part of a religious gladiator, not of a chris- 
tian contending eamestljr for divine institutions." Again, 
(p. 63,) speaking of certain examples, he says, " From such 
. examples, it could not be known, even that ^nnxm has the 
meanmg to dip. They relate to dyeings wkoUy without re- 
ference to dippings ; nay, some of them with an expressed 
reference to another mode. This is a fact, and even if it 
were against me, I could not but adinit it.^' Mr. Carson, 
I presume, from his numerous works, is an oldet man than 
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you. You eulogize his acute mind, and the Christian- 
Watchman extols his vast stores of learning,— and he lives 
in Scotland, yea, even in Edinburgh ! Might I not then, 
even on your own principles, ask how you dare to set up 
your opinion ^against his? But I will do no such thingf. 
Let his age, whatever it may be, his learning, his authority, 
and even his *tesidence, go for nothing ; I simply ask you 
to explain the examples that so powerfully affected, his mmd. 
You will find them in his work. Thev are evidence^ and not 
mere authority. Have you never read them ? If you have, 
and can explain them in accordance with your principles of 
philology and assertions as to ^unim, you have a right still 
to hold them. If not, why try to deny that ^anjo) ever means 
to dye, without respect to mode ? I call on you, therefore, 
either to answer his arguments, or else to admit his conclu- 
sions. For my own part. I believe that in this case he is 
perfectly right, both in principles and results <— oh si sic 
omnia. Mr. Carson never reasons weakly when on the 
side of truth. 

But if 8amo) so enlarges its meaning as to lose sight of its 
origin, wny not ^ami^oi ? If one can mean to dye without re- 
spect to mode, why not the other to purify without respect to 
mode ? Plainly it may ; and that it does, has been, I think, 
irresistibly proved. 

We now come to the question, does the word used in giv- 
ing the common command to Avash the clothes, denote im- 
mersion ? I asserted that it does not ; to refute this assertion, 
you referred me to Num. 31: 21, 23. This was your first 
effort to refute me. In this, you relied on this passage 
alone. But since my reply, you have endeavored to refute 
me on new grounds. Let us then inquire, was your first 
. effort to refute me successful? and if not, have you suc- 
ceeded any better in your second effort ? 

As to the first inquiry, it is plain that, if the passage in 
Num. 31: 21, 23, does not refer to the common washing 
of clothes, if it does not contain the word used in giving the 
common conmiand to wash clothes, and if it contains no 
word denoting immersion, it cannot refute my assertion. 

But this passage does not refer to the common washing 
of clothes ; that mvolved some kind of mechanical action 
or friction, to remove filth. According to you, the clothes 
were to be " trodden in a trough or other vessel !" In the 
ease in question, not only raiments, but all that is made of 
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skins, and all work of goats' hair, and all made of wool, 
were to be purified. Were all these things to be trodden in 
a trough or other vessel ? Surely, it is not without cause 
that &e word used in giving the cotnmon command is 
omitted, and they are directed only to pass them through 
the water. If was plainly because no mechanical action, 
no friction was implied, but only ceremonial purification, 
by passing through the water. All raiment taken from tha 
enemy must be thus purified, even if it had been just 
washed, and had never been used,but was perfectly free from 
all filth. All that would not stand the fire, they were to 
cause to pass through the water. This passage does hot 
refer to the common washing of clothes ; nor do you pre- 
tend that it contains the word 0^7 kayhfuiSj used in giving 
the common command, nor that it contains any word de* 
noting immersion. All that you do is, simply to state, as I 
had done before, that it contains a phrase implying immer* 
eion. But this has no bearing on the point in question. I 
was not asking what sentences, or parts of sentences, trnply, 
but what particular words mean. Your first efibrt is, there- 
fore, an entire failure. 

Let us now consider the success of your second effbrtr 
After showing that the passage adduced by you from 
Numbers did not refute me, I added, that the command to 
which I did refer, occurs in the very next verse, and fully 
sustains my assertion. I specified, the word kaubhas^ in 
which the command is givem and asked you, if you would 
venture to deny the truth ot my assertion concerning it ? 
If I understand you, you do venture to deny it ; and not 
only so, but also assert, that it is denied by the best Hebra- 
ists in the world. Is it not singular, that this light should 
have dawned on your mind at so late an hour ? Why did 
you not at the outset tell me, that the word used in giving 
the command means to immerse in all instances ? Why 
did you neglect proof so ample and overwhelming, and 
base your assertion wholly on an argument so worthless as 
that which is derived from Num. 31 : 21, 23. 

But let us look at the facts. Do the best Hebraists in 
the world deny ray assertion % What is my assertion ? I 
assert that kaubhas does not mean to immerse, and that it 
never did. Do Gesenius and Robinson deny this ? Not at 
all. What do they say ? Simply this ; that the primary 
sense of the word was to tread. That its secondary sense 
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18 to washj 6C, garments, by treading them in a trough, &c. 
This last phrase is designed merely to give the reason why 
it passed from the primary to the secondary sense, name] v, 
that of old clothes, washed by treading them in a trough, 
or other vessel. 

But you ask, if I do not know, that if water was used in 
washing, that the act of treading the clothes involved their 
immersion ? " Can clothes be trodden down in a vessel of 
water and not be immersed ? Now that this is tlie real 
force of the word there can be no doubt." That what is 
the real force of the word ? I'o tread ? or to immerse ? 
Gesenius says^ to tread, not to immerse. Robinson says the 
same. The question is not^ what does the act of treading 
clothes in water involve or tmply^ but this ; what does the 
word to tread mean ? could a man tread grapes in a wine- 
press, and not involve the crushing of the grapes and the 
stainmg of his legs 1 Does the word to tread, therefore, 
mean to crush and to stain? So the common mode of 
washing clothes in a tub of w^ater involves their immersion. 
Does wash, therefore, mean immerse 1 The meaning of a 
verb is one thing; the effects that follow, in various circum- 
stances, from the action denoted by it^ are quite another. 

No verb can include all these m its meaning These, 
indeed, sometimes give rise to secondary senses ; as, in this 
case, the effect of treading clothes in clean water was to 
make them clean. Hence kavhhas^ to tread, came to mean 
to wash, and lost its primary sense. For it cannot be pre- 
tended with any show of reason, that the word now means 
to tread, or to cleanse by treading, but solely to wash. And, 
indeed, who can doubt m so plain a case ? Does David pray, 
in Ps. 61: 2, 7, that God would tread him in a trough or other 
vessel 1 or that he would wash him by treading him in a 
trough or other vessel ? Does God, in Jer. 4: 14, tell the 
Jews to tread their hearts in a trough ? Yet this very word 
is used in all these cases. Or will any one pretend, that if a 
Jew washed his clothes in a tub with his hands, he did not 
fulfil the command? And yet, that would not be treading 
them, or washing them by treading them. But why argue 
so plain a case ? Nothing can be more evident, than that 
kavbhas does not mean to inmierse. Your second effort is, 
therefore, an entire failure. 

Allow me now to remind you, that you introduced this 
topiC; and by it this whole discussion, by charging me with 
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making a rash and adventurous statement, and one directljr 
in face of a passage that had been in the Bible ever since 
I was a boy. As this is a serious charge, materially affect- 
ing my character as a trustworthy reporter of facts, allow 
me to inquire whether, inasmuch as you have not sustained 
it, and, in my judgment, cannot, from the nature of the casej 
sustain it, it tcovianot be well to retract it ? 

In conclusion let mo say, that I fully agree with you as 
to the importance of making the sure word of God, and 
that alone, the basis of all our systems. On the subject of 
Baptism, the main question is, what has Grod enjoined ? 
The importance of this inquiry, in my judgment, absorbs 
every other. Let it not, then, be with us a strife for victory, 
or for the interests of any limited circle of our fellow-men. 
Let us cultivate a supremo regard to the glory of God, and, 
as becomes those who act in his sight, frankly and fully 
meet the main question, deeming it a shame to defend 
errors, but none to renounce them, and our highest glory, 
not to gain the victory, but to win the truth. 

I am) with Christian affection, 
Your brother in Christ, 
Edward Beecher. 
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